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ERMANCE. 


CHAP. VIII. 


BazLE returned home in a very bad 
humour, and could not conceive what his 
father could ſee to admire in the Duke, or 
how they became ſo intimate; as to him, he 
appeared haughty, moroſe, and ſevere; ; an 
abſolute Cynic at three and twenty. This 
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journey had alſo turned out very TI to 
his expectations: : there were no diverſions 
at Ypres, nor any public walks, where he 
could diſplay his handſome perſon to advan- 
tage; no garriſon, ſince the Dutch had agreed 


upon the Emperor's conſenting to demoliſh 


the fortifications, and withdraw troops; of 
courſe there could be no parade; and the 
Vanval's, though excellent people, and par- 
ticularly obliging, were certainly not very 
amuſing companions, the old ſurgeon and 
: the former 
was wholly engroſſed by his father, and the 
latter in eſcorting his ſiſter and Madame de 
Franval; and ſo much did he dread the 
thoughts of appearing in public with ſo low 
a party, he once almoſt deſigned to feign ill- 
neſs to avoid accompanying them to church; 
but curioſity got the better of his pride, and | 
vanity induced him to adorn himſelf in the ne- 
ſuit his father had prevented him from wearing 
during his journey. The whole party was 
. Wa, 1 gs + nr much againſt 
1 Baile * 


his nephew Julien excepted: 
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5 Bazile' 8 inclination, i in a a body to the n 


nis ſiſters and Madame de Franval excepted, 
who went in Mr. de Melac's coach, attended 
- | as uſual by Mr. Julien. The church was 
© WK already: crowded when they arrived; but 
| Mr. de Melac having walked that way in 
4 the morning, and made a handſome preſent 
to the Swiſs, they found excellent places 
1 kept for them near the choir, among the 
I frirſt people in the town and environs. The 
7 = Biſhop ſoon made his appearance in his pon- 
- | tificals, and the Oy bog 
+ | Ms 1 che wth of his party 
e looked anxiouſly round for the Duke and the 
„ | reſt of the Biſhop's viſitors, but none of 1 
WL them were to be ſeen. Mr. Vanval's 
N nephew, the reſident, pointed out a ſmall cha- 
d F pel adjoining the choir, where he preſumed 
„„ they were; but the not being able to get a 
is _ Efeght of them was a ſtrange diſappointment, | 
as to Mr. de Melac in particular. However, 
2 ſoon alter the elevation of the Sacrament, 
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they 0 his Grace advancing n 
the crowd, moſt elegantly dreſſed, leading 
the trembling Ermance, who never appeared 
to greater advantage; her left hand was 


within the Duke's arm, and in her right ſhe 
held a large filver cup: one of the Biſhop's 
Chaplains and the Swiſs preceded them to 


clear the way, as the choir was almoſt as 
much crouded as the body of the church. 


She began her ſolicitations with the Biſhop, 


and then went round among the nobility, 


| Whoſe donations were ſo liberal ſhe was 4 
obliged to empty her cup before ſhe pro- 0 


ceeded farther. The Duke had met the 


eyes of Mr. de Melac more than once; in 


fact they followed him wherever he went; 
and wondered what his friend would think to 
ſee him thus employed, eaſily gueſſed the con · 


jectures he would form, as Ermance's croſs 2 
would not undeceive him; it was fo com- 


mon for young women of family to belong to 


' ſome chapter-houſe before they married ; 


and as he had convinced him he was ac- 
3 with both Mr. and Madame de 
1 Nieufpont 8 


him the hand ſtill at liberty. 
6-4 looked very anxiouſly, firſt at him, then at 
the Duke, and ſeemed to wiſh to ſay ſome- 
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Neufpont's family, he moſt probably knew — = 
the latter had a ſiſter Abbeſs of Bourbourg. 
As ſoon as they were near enough, the Duke 


addreſſed him as his dear friend, and gave 
Ermance 


thing, and yet afraid to expreſs her thoughts; 


but as ſoon as they had ceaſed ſpeaking, 


ſhe held out her cup, and in a ſoft tremulous 


| 6 voice, entreated Mr. de Melac would . 
member the poor. 


een not. ret ee 
application in favour of the diſtreſſed and 


; : wretched,” ſaid Mr. de Melac, bowing and 
1 putting very liberally into the proffered cup. 
From what had paſſed between the Duke 


and himſelf upon the road, he had not a 


1 doubt but he had been ſurpriſed, as he in 
= ſome meaſure expected; and that this was 
the bride elect. Erneſtine and Clemence 
A each put a Louis into the cup, and Bazile, 

E- chufi ling to appear generous, or more properly 


2-2, --- | ſpeaking, 


. Ren > 2 per <n———_—_ 


| nobility, he never expected to be allowed to 
decotate his ſweet perſon with either; but 

| the latter merely depended upon his father. 
If he would but allow him to enter the army, 
be might ſport a defenſive weapon imme- 
diately; 3. as it was, he thought, he might be ] 
allowed to wear embroidery; ; therefore deter- 

= mined to ſave "_ to purchaſe exactly 


20S 95» PALMIRA 


Peaking to diſplay his riches to the Van- 1 
val family, doubled that ſum; his Grace 55 
then proceeded with his trembling compa- | be 
nion. While Erneſtine and Clemence ex he 
preſſed their admiration of the lovely queteuſe th 
in a low voice, Madame de Franval pitied {MW if 
her exceſſively, ſaying ſhe did not ſeem to WM 
poſſeſs ſufficient aſſurance for ſuch an un- e 
dertaking, and was afraid ſhe would find the 7; 
_ taſk very fatiguing in ſuch weather, and in | 
ſuch a crowd, Bazile had been too much - 
taken up with contemplating the Duke's 5 
dreſs to notice his companion, and particu- 0 
larly envied his hat with feathers, and red heels, . 
but ſtill more his ſword; the two firſl were 
diſtinctions ſo totally confined to the firſt Y 


mY 


ſuch 


8 
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| fk. a e not having a doubt but he 
= ſhould look to equal advantage; nay, he 


hardly knew whether ſuch a dreſs would not 
become him more than regimentals. While 
he was making theſe reflections and ſorming 
theſe reſolutions, Erneſtine aſked her father, 
if he knew who this beautiful young lady 
was? but he could not, he ſaid, ſatisfy her 


97 


| 55 His Grace kits not a iter,” faid Cle- | 


mence ; © but it may be his couſin.” i 
Poſſibly ſhe is {till dearer to the Duke 
had either a ſiſter or a couſin, ſaid Madame 
de Franval, and Yet no relation.” 
I can't aſſiſt you in your conjectures, 


| my good friend,” ſaid Mr. de Melac, 
= © * though you ey be right.” APE 


vets hiving overheard what they were 


EK whiſpering about, gave it as his opinion the 


Duke would not marry ſuch a girl; and for 


| * bis part he believed he was already engaged, 
8 "OS at Erneſtine while he 9 Struck _ 


. bs "OY manner and pointed en, we 


knowing ſhe had been the cauſe of all theſe 


ſiſters; but as Mr. de Melac gave them a 


only followed the Duke and his fair com- 
panion with their eyes to all parts of the 


markably warm; thoſe who fat ſtill were 


who were obliged to move in the throng. # : 
The Swiſs and Chaplain broke the way as 


* and on "a OO” able to advance 5 k 


t 


. — 


PAENING 


aſked him * he was in his Grace” 8 ey © 


8 ſhould rather a ſoppole you | are,” oY 3 a 


Clemence could not reftrain à ſmile, 


clever remarks, and was convinced Bazile ſtil! 
ſuppoſed the Duke was an admirer of their 


look they underſtood, ceaſed ſpeaking, and 


church. 1 | 


The crowd. was exceſlive, and the day re- 


[3 
therefore very much incommoded by the 2 
heat, but -it was almoſt intolerable to thoſe . 


much as poſſihle; but no ſooner were his 


A few 
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for ſome time, but before they reached the 


end of the principal aiſle, the colour began 
2 to forſake her cheeks, and ſhe grew very 
= faint; the Duke, who was exceedingly anxious 
& about her, owing, to the inconvenience” he 
felt from the ſame cauſe, remarked the viſible | 
changes in her countenance, and repented 
very much he had not relieved her from ſo 
& fatigueing a duty, by repreſenting the pro- 


bable conſequences of her making the at- 
tempt in- ſuch a crowd, to the Biſhop and 


z Madame de L'Ecluſe. While he was mak- 
ing theſe reflections, her voice became 
ſcarcely articulate, and he felt her arm 


tremble within his. Seriouſly alarmed, he 
expreſſed: his fears in the moſt feeling man- 


ner; ſhe endeavoured to anſwer his anxious 
enquiries, but her voice failed her: the 
Duke took the cup from her hand and gave 

it to the Swiſs; ſhe gave a ſigh, and tried 
once more to ſpeak; but was obliged to catch 


hold of the Duke with both hands. 


„ 5 Clear 


5 265 ſteps, than the crowd cloſed i in upon 
4 Ws behind: Ermance bore it pretty well 


4 %, 


10 aN 


4 Claf the way,” ſaidhis Grace to thi Chap 

tain and Swiſs, * to the neareſt door.” They 
endeavoured to obey him; but it was ſome 

time before they could make room for them 
to advance towards a fort of veſtry-room ad- 
joining the church. Thither he would have 
lend his fair companion her legs failed her; 
be caught her in his arms; but, before he 
could remove her from the crowd, to all ap- 
pearance ſhe was lifeleſs. The Duke now 

inſiſted upon the people making way in ſuch. 
a commanding tone, he was ſoon obeyed. 
The moment he reached the room, he de- 
fired the Swiſs to fhut the door, and 
throw the windows, which looked into 
the ſtreet, open; he then placed his lifeleſs 


burthen in a chair, while the Chaplain _ 


ſent ſome of the people aſſembled with- 
cout the church for a glaſs of water; in the 
courſe of a few ſeconds he had plenty; 
and in a very ſhort time the beautiful in- 
valid's ſpirits. and colour both began to 
| revive. veverat ladies had been abſolutely | 

; 9 clamourous 
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< a in their offers of afſiſtance at 
the door which led into the church, 

but his Grace would not allow it to be 

opened, knowing the room would ſoon be 
filled; the Chaplain and Swiſs were there- 
fore his only attendants ; and when Madame 
de Moncove had recovered her ſpeech, ſhe. 
agreed, at the Duke's requeſt, to allow the 

_ Swiſs to finiſh the qudze, though ſhe could 

| have made a ſecond attempt, and affured 

him ſhe was quite well again; Indeed,” ſaid 
| ſhe, I hardly know what has been the mat- 

ter with me, for I never fainted before in my 
life. My good aunt often wiſhes ſhe was in 

Heaven; but I muſt fay I am very glad, 

thanks to your Grace s ſkill, Fam. once more 

reſtored to life. | 

And I am very panty,” ale the Duke, 

« to find my gay ſiſter can already make * 
jeſt of her recent illneſs.“ 

AI proteſt you have loſt great on of your 

colour. Iam almoſt of opinion you would 

have followed my wiſe example if you had 
ſaid much longer in the church; let me 

6 - p - a 


1 1 4 


adyiſe you to take your own preſcription, in 
a few of thoſe * you ASIAN me with 2 
ſt now.” _ 
A little freſh air will be of more ſer 
vice to me,” ſaid the Duke ſmiling ; and 
with your leave we will ſtep out of one of 
theſe windows and return to the palace: the 
Biſhop or Madame de L'Ecluſe's carriage 
are certainly in waiting by this time, and I 
don't feel the leaſt inclination to return into 
| the church.“ 

Nor do I feel any wiſh to VR the at- 
tempt,” ſaid Ermance ; „but once more : 
5 accept my thanks for the trouble T have 
' given you. Had I foreſeen accepting your 
offers would have been attended with ſuch 
ſerious inconvenience to yourſelf, I ſhould 
Not have intruded fo much upon your good- 
. neſs; though I hardly know what would have 
become of me had I been left to the care of 
ww poor chaplain.” 85 

Believe me, my deareſt Ermance, 1 am 

3 happy it was in my power to be of the 

mmalleſt ſervice to you; but, trove aux com- 


Ns - Hemau, 


AND. WAR. 1 
Plement, which between friends are very ab-. 


ſurd; and ſuppoſe our party ignorant of 
what has happened, and conclude we are 


gone home, as they could not ſee our exit. 


from where they ſat.” 


Don't mention my aig 4 been ill, L 


| entreat you; I know my good aunt would 
be frightened to death were ſhe to hear: it: 


only ſend her and the Biſhop word, we finiſh-- 
ed at the end of the church, and could not: 


get back again. The chaplain, who had re- 
mained with them, was diſpatched with a: : 
meſſage to the Biſhop ; who was entreated to 


inform Madame de L'Ecluſe in the manner. 


leaſt likely to alarm her, what had induced? 
them to retire ; and. as the windows of the 

room they were in were nearly level with the. 
ground, they got out at one of them; and: 


Mr. de Melac's carriage being the - firſt the 


Duke caught fight of, he made uſe of it. to: 
E "T7 them to the on Ee 


T hs: e then adviſed the once more 15 
Brel Eemance to he down for an hour; but 
4 "oF 


: - : She. 
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ſhe would not liſten to him, aſſuring him ſhe 
was perfectly well. and only hoped the Chap- 
lain would not make a very diſmal ſtory of 
the meſſage he had been ſent to deliver. 
1 truſt he has more ſenſe ; but they will 
not be long after as the ſervice was nearly 
finiſhed before we left the church, and the 
Swiſs would ſoon: conclude the guere.” 
„Upon my word the people in general 
were very generous,” ſaid Ermance. Pray 
who was that gentleman you addreſſed .as 
your dear friend, and thoſe handſome girls 
with whom you alſo ſeemed acquainted ?” 
The gentleman is the Receiver Gene- 
5 of Dunkirk, and the young ladies are his 
daughters, two very e, e ur- un- 
affected girls. 
So they appear, - ſaid Secs . 75 but 
do you know at the firſt moment I almoſt 


1 x | thought their father was a near relation. of ; 


 your's, you are certainly very much alike.” 
have been told ſo before, ſaid the 


Duke indeed the ſame remark was made 
a by: ſeveral people the very: firſt, tume we ever 
met, 


A* ** ANR. r 


" met ; and Xx believe that was Wut in- 


duced me to endeavour to cultivate his 
friendſhip; we are now very intimate, and 


each ſucceeding interview increaſes we” 


eſteem for him.“ 


„Then I am ſure he is a very amiable 


man, faid Ermance.—She was going on, 


when the exclamation of“ Where, where is 


my dear child P—interrupted her, and the 
entrance of the Abbeſs, breathleſs with 


haſte, made her fly to meet her, laying, 5 


« Here I am, my deareſt aunt; as well: 48 ever 
I was in op W * 


| The 1550 ide og her in her arms, 
and embraced her moſt affectionately; ſay- 
ing, What you muſt have ſuffered, ma pou- 
ponne, how much I was to blame to allow _ 
you to run ſuch a hazard; do tell me how 


you find yourſelf?ꝰ 


Quite recovered, my dear aunt; yo 
F cannot think what an excellent n 


— 


* Grace has proved him ſelf.“ 


| 
| 
| 
j 
, 
[ 
f 


N 


© The Duke is all goodnets, my child, 
Co and 


. * 
* 
e 24 * 
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1 " 8 —_— £48" Aga 
——ũ— . —ð́ꝭʒ4l — — 


— — 


ä N ceeded his moſt ſanguine expectations. This 
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and wb have found the heat almoſt i- 1 
ſupportable himſelf. However, I certainly 
would not have permitted you: to mingle: 
in ſuch a crowd under any other perſon pro- 
tection. 93- | 


> i 


The e entrance of the e Bilhop and his other 
gueſts afforded the Duke an excuſe not to. 
_ anſwer what the good lady deemed a very 
high ö 


5 83 e E 2 


The Biſhop and all the FG Sa 
their joy to find the fair quẽ teuſe ſo much 
better than they had dared to hope ; and the: 
former declared the ſum collected far ex- 


rather conſoled Madame de L Ecluſe for the 
152 — ſhe had IRS 


os {OP had ſeen too little of the world' 
- to underſtand even the meaning of the word 
affectation; ſhe-therefore eat a very hearty 
dinner, and wiſhed to have accompanied the 
party to veſpers afterwards, which was abſo- 
. lutely 


ee LE . i640; ˙—,AN nd. ee as; raed 
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ö 


lutely over-ruled ; her aunt ſaid the church bo 
would be quite as much crowded as it was _ 
in the morning; for the biſhop is to officiate ; I 
and the heat might bring on a relapſe of her 
complaint; ſo the other young, or rather 
maiden lady, was left at home to keep her 
company. 


Till this afternoon the Duke's thoughts 
had never wandered while at church. He 
was in the ſame chapel in the morning, and 
by mere accident he had choſen the place 

Ermance had ſo recently occupied; this led 
him to trace their ſteps in the church: his 
eyes were often involuntarily turned towards 
the ſpot where he had ſupported her in his 
arms. How like death are ſuch fits, ſaid he 
to himſelf; the idea made him ſhudder. 
Hie felt himſelf particularly intereſted in all that 
concerned her. Was ſhe not the ſiſter of his 
| deſtined bride? He ſighed twice while making 
| theſe reflections, which Madame de L' Ecluſe, 
who fat next him, attributed to the ferrour 
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1 of his devotion, which added to the alpen 
wo already | felt for him. e 


0 ſoon as veſpers were over, the Duke 
hurried home on foot. The Biſhop he knew 


would take care of the ladies. He found 


himſelf i in the ſtreet before he conſidered he 
ought to have mentioned his intentions of 
walking home to his companion; he looked 
round for them, as they had left the chapel 
together, but could not diftinguiſh them 
among the throng; he therefore haſtened 
forwards, preſuming they would ſuppoſe he 
had miffed them in che crowd. 


1 was . in the ſaloon when 5 
he arrived; her companion was in the gar- 
den below, and they were talking to each 
other from one of the windows. Upon hear- | 
ing the door open, ſhe looked round, and, 


| ſeeing who it was, gave a ſpring forward to 
meet the Duke. What, firſt, and alone! I 


"8 hope you have been very much edified ? I | 
5 hardly: knew the manning of the word ennui ; 
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till this afternoon; ; and my companion . 
ſeemed troubled with the ſame complaint; 
therefore all our converſation has rolled upon 
the unuſual length of the hours. I was juſt 
telling her, as you came in, I believed you 
ſtaid /a/ur. Pray where did you leave my 
aunt and the Biſhop ?” Fr Ye 3 
They will be here in a few minutes, 1 
dare ſay; I miſſed them as we were 
coming out of the church; and upon 
reflecting what you ſo lately ſuffered through 
heat, thought it would be moſt prudent 
to purſue my route on foot; as I was 


really anxious to know how you did? 


« You are very kind, Mon cher Rv: L - 
had almoſt forgot my tranquil exit from the 
church — was it much crouded this after- 
_ 5 
--< By curioſity, not devotion, I a am afraid, 
ſäaid the Duke. _ ty 
Too often the caſe... How 1 I ſeen 5 
at Senlis, and at Bourboureg, the nuns and. 
penſioners at the former, and us Canoneſles _ 
at the latter, form the whole congregation 
during 
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Wl 5 during maſs or veſpers : but if a nun has 


been going to take the habit, or the veil, or 


a Cannoneſs to receive the cup, you might 


_ have walked upon the people's heads 
What an opinion it has led me to entertain 


of the piety of the generality of mankind |” 
1 ſhould hardly have expected ſo grave 


an obſervation from my liv yh little liſter 3 A 
yet I tully ſubſcribe to its Truth. 


The Biſhop and the reſt of the company 
now made their appearance—enquiring after 
the health of Ermance. They told the 
Duke they had been at a lois to gueſs what 


was become of him tne replied, that hav- 


ing loſt ſight of them, without refled ing he 
might probably keep them in waiting, he had 
_ walked on, and found himſelf at the palace 
gates before that idea occurred. Ermance 
gaye him a look, but not expreſſive of diſap- 
probation, as from his own confeſſion h is 


anxiety for her had made him in ſome meas» 
ſure forget what was due to his party 

| What an animated deſcription. ſhe ſhould 
have 
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| Have it in her power to write to her dear 
Palmira of this fete, and of the Duke's kind 

attentions towards her! When a thought 
ſuddenly ſtruck her, © might not Palmira be 
jealous if ſhe ſaid too much in his praiſe, or 


expatiated too warmly upon the politeneſs he 


had ſhewn her ?—Yet, if ſhe permitted her 
pen to follow the dictates of her heart, ſhe - 
_ mult write as ſhe felt. However ſhe ſhould 
have time enough to arrange her ideas when 
ſhereturned to Bourbourg. If ſhewasat aloſs, 
ſhe might apply to her aunt for aſſiſtance.“ 


Tbere was a vaſt deal al company 1n the 

: evening, but Ermance's natural gayety ſeem · 
ed all to have forſaken her—her dejection 
was totally placed to her morning's fatigue ; 
and as the Duke had been in ſome reſpects 
a fellow ſufferer, his want of ſpirits and fre- 
quent abſence of mind, though he. took infi- 


nite pains to exert himſeli, were placed to 
g the lame account. Os 


"On reckon for the night, Ermance re= 
fected how rapidly the laſt three days bad 
5 pe paſſed 
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S4 vt away. It had been agreed the Abbe 
and herſelf ſhould ſet out on their return to 


Bourbourg immediately after breakfaſt: 


this gave her little uneaſineſs, as the Duke 


meant to ſet out at the ſame time for Dun- 
kirk: ſtill ſhe felt more than ever the diſlike 


| ſhe had early imbibed for a monaſtic life; 
me had been long enough in her intended 
| brother-in-law's company to diſcover many 
of his amiable qualities; and it was very 
poſſible they might not meet again for 
months, nay perhaps for years |—She might 


never ſee him more; if a war broke out he 


would be ſent abroad, and expoſed to a 


thouſand dangers ! — And her mother might 


alter her mind, and not remove her from 
Bourbourg: ſhe felt happy when the lights 
were out, her aunt in bed, and their attend- ' 


ants withdrawing, for they occupied the 
fame apartment : ſhe was then at liberty to 


give way to her reflections unmoleſted. 
Not feeling herſelf at all inclined to fleep, 
and her ſiſter's marriage uppermoſt in 
her . a ſentiment ſtrongly reſem- 
„„ 5 bling 
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| Mio: envy, began to gain ground in her | 
i boſom. Would Palmira be as capable of 

5 appreciating the Duke's merit? would ſhe 
. be equally anxious to contribute to his feli- 
* city? repeated ſighs, the conſequence of 
theſe doubts, induced the Abbeſs to nts 

if ſhe was not well. | 
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Ermance affected fleep, not chuſing to 
feign indiſpoſition ſhe was totally free from, 
nor to acknowledge the real cauſe of thoſe 
ſymptoms of ſorrow. 


4-5 
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At length the ſun made its appearance, : 
and Ermance ſtole out of bed, wiſhing to 
take a ſolitary ramble in the Biſhop's exten- 
five gardens, to compoſe her agitated mind. 
Convinced none of the family were ſtirring 
ſhe began to dreſs herſelf with the utmoſt 
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e expedition. Notwithſtanding her caution 
0 ber aunt awoke; and, aſtoniſhed to hear her 
. ſtirring, knowing her not to be an early riſer 
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did; 403 baving received a — an- 


Ter, next enquired the hour. 


- « It has juſt iruck fix,” ſaid Ermance— 
% Well, my child, we need not be moving 
yet; you will over fatigue yourſelf before we 
{et out : go to bed again for OT hour— 
we ſhan' t ot out before nine.“ 


Ermance N S wiſh to take a walk 


before breakfaſt; the morning air would 


revive her ſpirits, which were unuſually de- 
preſſed by the uncommon warmth of the 
weather. Approaching a window that looked 
into the garden while ſhe was ſpeaking, the 


firſt object ſhe ſaw was the Duke, advancing 
ſlowly up one of the walks ;—his eyes 
directed towards the window ſhe was looking 


: from he kiſſed his hand—ſhereturned the 
compliment; and haſtily completing her 
toilette, ran down ftairs, after repeating to 


her aunt a walk would be of infinite ſervice 


to her, withour mentioning whom ſhe had 


ſeen ; but the Duke was very poſſibly going 
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co ſet off; he might have received an expreſs 

from Dunkirk, or have ſomething which 

5 required his immediate preſence; and ſhe 
ou» 


' [W ſhould never forgive herſelf if ſhe did not 
8 ſeize ſo favourable an opportunity of taking 
ah leave of him. 
m” The Duke, who had rather expected * 
would join him, was walking in ſight of the 
door when ſhe came out, and haſtened to 
meet her took her proffered hand, which 
he raiſed to his lips, while ſhe ſaid, 
0 Seeing you up ſo early, I was afraid you 
was going to ſet off.” © You did me very 
great injuſtice, my dear Ermance, if you 
ſuppoſed I ſhould think of leaving Ypres 
without ſeeing you! But how me you to 
be thus matinale?s? 
. « I believe I muſt place my 1 riſing. 
ſolely to the heat of the weather, which pre- 
vented me from fleeping; I was comi 
down when I ſaw you from the window.” 
Theſe compliments over, each Gi: 
| rather at a lols for converſation. The Duke 
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72 Shed: Ertmanice which ſhe preferred, our 


; bourg or the Abbaye of Senlis? Fo 
Ike neither; all convents or chapter- 2 
houſes bear, in my opinion, a gloomy reſem- i th 
blance to each other; and if they are placed = 
in the fineſt ſituations France affords, ſuper- fr. 
ſtition and bigotry have commonly contrived 1 

| between them to exclude every beautiful | 
y - proſpect. Bourbourg is a very dull town, we 
and the country round is ſuch a dead flat, ba 
I the leſs regret our want of proſpect: the = 


houſe is large and handſomely furniſhed, — he 
but I wiſh your Grace would ſpare me a de- «x 
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I Feription of it, by paying us a viſit.” | + ur 
[ll Before the Duke could reply, Madame de FED 
| | T'Ecluſe, who had ſummoned her attend- ta 
| | ants as ſoon as herniece left her, joined them. = ho 
1 To find them together excited neither ſur- in 
Il Prize nor alarm; the Duke ſhe looked upon to 
| il 85 almoſt as a married man, and Ermance as an 
i his fiſter; their familiarity was therefore | £0 

very natural. To her niece's great joy, ſhe toi 


gave the Duke a very preſſing invitation to 
their chapter-houſe, and he promiſed to be 
call on them before he left Dunkirk, At of 
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eight o'clock they were ſummoned to break- 


faſt, and by nine Madame de L'Ecluſe's 


carriage was at the door. The Biſhop and 


the Duke attended the ladies down ſtairs ; 
and Ermance, with a gayety very foreign 
from her heart, entreated the Duke would 


remember his promiſe, and that ſhe was not 
partial either to a chapter-houſe or a con- 
vent. He handed her into the carriage, and, 
having once more aſſured both the Abbeſs 
and herſelf he would wait upon them before 


he quitted Flanders, ſaw the carriage drive 


off, with a ſenſation of regret he was almoſt 
unable to define. Ina very few minutes his 


own poſt-chaiſe came to the door ; and, after 


taking a, polite leave of the Biſhop, who 
hoped ſpeedily to have the honour of unit- 


ing him to Madame de Moncove, he drove 


to Mr. Vanval's. Mr. de Melac was ready 
and in waiting; his own carriage had been 
gone forwards near an hour: he therefore 


took a hearty leave of his well-meaning F le- 


miſh hoſt, and ſtept into the poſt- chaiſe; and 
before they had exchanged the compliments 6 


of the morning, they were off the ſtones. : 
„ HAP. 


— ApS — — 


4 ; 
— 7 . w » * rr „ ͤ — 
. r 3 
— 4 A p y by 4 — — . * 
— . ̃ —Ü— ——— 0 ĩ˙ Ü9§—V— 


Nee 
——— 22 > 
2a — r 


3 ef 
— V 
Cn PISS 


1 
8 5 , 
* * 
. y 
33 . 9 
4 2 - > * 5 gs * Ys * . 3 2 r 
. Err e 


4 
b — . VH. 
0 \ % 
n _ 8 — FaEe n DA OI 
" us * 4 2 — ” _ 3 — $4P So ans 
PPP EE. 
— — . — Ie: I — 2 


— — —  — - 


— 


n 


Lon 


wy - N 
a 
" , 1 
N 9 - © > . * - = LL; * N 7 
ab wy r wh, n 
FF r ours oe vs Macs bo oe Rb eo oe 


28 ꝛ»„ũALMIRA 


Dr Melac ſoon obſerved his companion 
looked rather thoughtful : he therefore 
thought it incumbent upon him to try to 
enliven him, and hoped bis Grace had been 
amuſed at Vpres? 

My time has paſſed very . faid 
be; the Biſhop is a wat worthy Ms, 
and a very amiable man.“ 
«I think I never ſaw a more elegant young 
perſon than the lady your Grace attended 
. during the quete yeſterday. You was taken 
in, as you rather ſeemed to expect. 1 fup- 
Ppoſe 
1 That young lady, my deat friend, is iſ 
ter of Madame de Moncove,” unconſciouſly 


flack- 


* 
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Aaekeniag two buttons of his waiſtcoat as he 


concluded. 
Indeed!“ faid Mr. de Melac, cc though 
her being a canoneſs might have led me to 


ſuppoſe ſhe was not Madame de Nevfpont's 


eldeſt daughter. I was in hopes I beg 


your Grace's pardon, I hardly know what 1 
was going to ſay.—The fiſter of ſo fine a 
young woman muſt be handſome, and may 
poſſeſs many more amiable qualities; for the 
ebe eng is not always the true index of 


the min 


« Veer IE ; then told to him why. 


Ermance had been at the fee, and where ſhe 


refided. The tale was very ſimple ; yet the 
Duke heſitated, and coloured ſeveral times 
during the recital ; and his fancying Mr. de 


Melac perceived his embarraſſment, did not 
tend to remove it. 


He was not miſtaken in his conjectures. 
De Melac ſoon gueſſed Ermance had made 
a very ſtrong impreſſion upon his heart; and | 
thought it was a very miſtaken notion, and 
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even very imprudent, to throw a beautiful 
young creature in the way of a fine young 
man, merely becauſe he was engaged to her : 
ſiſter, whom he had never ſeen. He more 
than ever deprecated the idea of thoſe family 
arrangements, in which the heart was ſo 


ſeldom conſulted, Yet he entertained very 


little doubt, but the indulgent mother the 
Duke had deſcribed would inftantly break 
off the intended match, were ſhe acquainted 
with the revolution this journey to Ypres 


ſeemed to have made in her on” s ſenti⸗ 
ments. 2 


The reflections of both gentlemen had oc- 
caſioned a conſiderable pauſe in their diſ- 
courſe. De Melac, wiſhing to break the 
| flence, looked at the Duke, who had thrown 
himſelf into a corner of the carriage, and had 
got his hand to his forehead. Perceiving de 
Melac's penetrating eyes upon him, he faid, 
« this ſultry weather prevented me from 
ſleeping laſt night, and the {un diſturbed 


me 2 85 early this ee 


De 
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De Melac agreed the night had been un- 
uſually warm, though he had been fortunate 
enough to have a very large airy room. He 
adviſed him to endeavour to take a nap in 


the carriage, as want of reſt often wenn on 
the head- ache, =” 


« In cowl; ” faid the Duke; and theſe 
rough roads are not r likely to r 
tp.” 
Ness down bed,” ws We e de Melac, 

« when the heart is ill at eaſe,” This was 
a remark he choſe to keep to himſelf. Both 
remained ſilent for half an hour or more, till * 
the Duke, making an effort, ſaid, 

„Upon my word, Mr. de Melac, I am 
quite aſhamed of myſelf; I tin k never 
was a worſe travelling companion.” * 

„We cannot always be gay if v we e would! 
1hope you find yourſelf better?“ 1 
„ Oh! pray don't attribute to When! 
what is the effects of ſtupidity : ſtart ſome 
gay 8187 5 if we do not tal we mall 

Tx... become 


ooo INA 


become thoughtful, and that wits not aways 
TORE. the ſpirits.” 


De Melac 3 Fug as a half acknow- 
ee that his reflections were not of the 
moſt agreeable nature: willing, however, to 
oblige his young friend, he turned the con- 
verſation upon the Weſt Indies, and ſoon 
tranſported him in imagination among the 
fugar plantations at Gaudaloupe. The Duke 
felt intereſted in his deſcriptions, and, before 
they reached Roſebrugge, ſeemed to have 
recovered his uſual ſpirits. This was the 
laſt town in the empire, and his Grace hav- 
ing ſo lately paſſed through, and known to 
be a nobleman of rank, four very good horſes 
were put to his carriage, and two poſtillions, 
dreſſed in the Imperial livery, with bugle 
horns ſlung over their ſhoulders. As 


= ſoon as mounted, they began to diſplay 


their dexterity in ſounding their horns, 
Which animated their horſes even more than 
the whip or ſpur. The Duke expreſſed his 


approbation of this German cuſtom in their 
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way to Ypres, as it ſerves effectually to clear 
the way for travellers. 


Within a few hundred yards of the town 
there is a barrier or gate, where travellers ate 
liable to have their baggage ſearched when 
they enter or leave the empire; but a fix 
livre piece given in anſwer to the uſual queſ- 


tion of Navez vous rien contre les ordon- 
nances de Þ Empereur ?” generally induces the 
clerks, or commis, to allow people to pals. 
The houſe, or rather hut, that ſerves them 
for ſhelter, ſtands upon an eminence, and 
was to the right hand of the way the Duke 


was coming: the road runs upon a baok, 


and has a deep ditch on either fide to pre- 
vent thoſe who might be ſo inclined from 


making their eſcape with contraband goods. 


In winter theſe ditches are commonly leve- 
ral feet deep in water; but, owing to the heat 


of the weather, they. were now nearly N 


The horſes were ſo enlivened by the ound 
of their favourite muſic, that, by the time 
Hy reached this gate, they became rather 


c Ss, DS unruly, 


— 
— 
———— 


8 4 
— — 


* 8 * N - 
. — 
— — 
: 


% In. mots —— 
* PPP 
——— — ' 


r 


5 TY - PALMIRA 
unruly, when the boys wiſhed to ſtop. 
Mr. de Melac begged the lads to take care; 
they affured him there was no danger, the 


horſes were only rather 6ut of exerciſe. 
Owing to the Duke's generoſity they were 


not detained more than half a minute, and 
away they went again, as before, to the ſound 
' of the horn. The off: leader, a very powerful 
8 young horſe, having too much head, got the 
advance ſo much juſt as the road took a 
turn, that he forced the poſtillion beſide 
the bank to the left. De Melac, perceiving 
their danger, as. the wheel horſes were not 
able to ſtop, was trying to open the door 
of the carriage, meaning to jump out, as 
he ſat on the right ſide; but, before he 
could effect his deſign, they were over- 
turned with ſuch violence, that the carriage 


rolled over, and fell into the ditch already 


; mentioned. The Duke was under Mr. de 
Melac, who received very little hurt, only a 
few bruiſes of no conſequence. The horſes, 
from the badnels of their tackle, were ſoon 


diſengaged ; de Melac ſcrambled upon his 


legs 
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| legs; and called aloud” to his companion, to 
enquire if he was hurt, but received no 


anſwer; and, on looking down, ſaw him 
lying motionleſs at the bottom of the car- 
riage. Half wild, he now repeatedly called for 
aſſiſtance, while he tried to force the ſhattered 


door from the chaiſe. It ſoon gave way to 


his efforts; for terror ſeemed to have in- 


creaſed his ſtrength. He then endeavoured 


to raiſe the Duke, but was unequal to the 


taſk for want of room. The ſervants, who 

were following on horſeback, had not been 
able to keep up with the chaiſe; but the 
inſtant they perceived the accident, hurried 
forward, and the carriage was now ſur- 
rounded by the poſtillion and commis, each 
eager to aſſiſt, and all lamenting the Duke's 


untimely fate; for every one concluded him 


dead, from the vehement exclamations of Mr. 
de Melac. He was now abſolutely raving: 
bis incoherent expreſſions made the Duke's 
fervants almoſt fancy him diſtracted; ani 
his deſpair ſeemed to know no bounds.— 
« Oh! why Was I ſpate]! * he entteimed: — 
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« death in any ſhape would have wi pre- 
 ferable to ſuch a fight!” He impatiently 


reprimanded the ſervants as a ſet of awkward 
beings, running wildly on till they had got 


their maſter upon the fide of the carriage. 
Very few figns of life were diſcoverable ; 
though the blood was flowing very freely 


TOS a cut received juſt above the * 


De Melae leaped down, and commanded 
the ſervants to let him raiſe the Duke. They 


obeyed, as well as they could, in aſſiſting to 


place him in his arms. At any other time he 


would have thought himſelf incapable of 
uch an exertion; but now he ſupported him 
up the bank; and, as there was a little cur- 


rent of air, he laid him down upon the graſs 


near the hut, and began to tear off his 
clothes to give the blood a free circulation; 
ordering every one to do ſomething to pro- 
mote his recovery; but the ſervants were ſo 
| © frightened, they only ran againſt each other: 
every thing that was tight about him was 


1 and water N down his throat, 
and 


7 
and applied to his temple. Still he gave no 


ſigns of life; but de Melac felt his pulſe beat, 
and that afforded him ſome hopes: he now be- 
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gan to wonder the ſurgeon he had repeatedly, E 


diſpatched the by-ſtanders for, was-not arriv- 
ed, as he knew immediate bleeding muſt be 


indiſpenſably neceſſary. The fact was, no one 


had obeyed his orders; but, while he con- | 
tinued raving, and the ſervants were pre- 


paring to go in ſearch of the firſt medical 
man the place afforded, who ſhould arrive 
but Vanval. They had breakfaſted at 
Roſebrugge, at a houſe ſome diſtance from 
the one where the Duke had changed 
horſes; and though they had ſeen his 


poſt-chaiſe daſhing along, had not been 


able to ſpeak to him. The coachman 
was ordered to make the beſt of his way, 
that they might overtake the Duke's car- 
riage, while the commis were doing their 
duty. This turned out very fortunate. 


Mr. de Melac's coachman, perceiving ſome 


, dreadf ul. accident had happened, ſtopped 
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thirty or forty yards before he reached the 


ſpot, that he might not alarm the ladies : 


he ſaw his. maſter was ſafe ; and the Duke's 
valet, having a little recovered his lenſes, no 
ſooner caught fight of the coach than he 
- flew towards it, opened the door, and drag- 


ged out the old fat ſurgeon, without even 


letting down the ſtep. Such rough uſage 
rather alarmed the old Flamand, who was 
no ſooner upon his legs than he was hurried 
along to where the Duke laid. Ac- 
cuſtomed to theſe horrid fights, his wonted 
ang froid ſoon began to return; while de 
Melac entreated him, in the moſt moving 
accents, to exert his utmoſt ſkill, though he 
was afraid he came too late. Vanval, with» 
out making any reply, took out his inſtru- 
ments, and breathed a vein. The ladies were 
by this time arrived, and ſcreamed the in- 
| ſtant they beheld the Duke. The firſt 
word Vanval uttered was —© A lady's 
garter this moment—none elſe will do ;” 
and in a few ſeconds he was preſented 
with three; and ſeeing the blood began 
= | _ 
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to flow pretty freely, begged the ſpectators : 


would calm their fears; he would be an- 


ſwerable for the Duke's recovery; and this 


aſſurance from a man in whoſe {kill they 


placed the moſt implicit faith; gave ſpirits 
to them all. Oh! ſay he will live, my 


beſt friend,” ſaid de Melac, and I ſhall 
think myſelf bound to pray for you all 125 


122 


Then I need not leave much money for 


maſſes, to be faid after my deceaſe, ſaid 
Vanval; „ for the prayers of ſo good a man 

will certainly reach heaven; and as yet 1 

have not diſcovered any wound or bruiſe to 

| give me any reaſon to ſuppoſe his Grace 
will not do very well.” Every countenance 
brightened, and in a very ſhort time he 

began very ſlowly to recover. The ſurgeon's 
nephew aſſiſted his uncle in binding up the 
arm, and in feeling if any bones were broke, 
or out of their place; but, to the great joy 
of the by-ſtanders, found nothing deranged. 
His Grace opened his eyes for ſome ſeconds 
before he was able to ſpeak. Bazile, ſeeing 
e Bs ih 


. ” 
„ 


ä aug a are wa Cage 
— . gr, 3 wen 


* 
2232 * 
— 


SPUN Gat Eat 


Fr rial - 


— 
ta 


_—_— 
— 


* 


. —— 


be | 
3 
92 

14 
= 2 
| 
3 
mY 
1 
7 a 


: 
f 
: 


| 
. _— PALMIRA 


= him fo likely to do well, went to examine pd 

l . the fragments of the ſhattered carriage : joy 

1 when he returned he gave the company a you 

mot exaggerated account of the damage it you 
| | - had fuſtained; and then aſked his father if he 

| wo) q ns in it when it was overturned ?—*« To be i 

ö ſure I was, fool!“ ſaid de Melac. i by 

; J only wiſh I had been with you inſtead | : 

| of the Duke.” | 

* Would to God you had !” doe hac 

5 Mclac, haſtily; which half petrified Bazile, Wa 

l who had merely wiſhed, as the Duke ſeemed Rec 

perfectly ſenſible, to give him a proof of his fur 

regard. Vanval ſent his nephew back to 28 

Roſebrugge to a gentleman with whom he . 

was acquainted, intreating he would order a tra 

bed to be prepared for the Duke's reception. lou 

The firſt word he ſpoke was addrefled to of 

Mr. de Melac, whom he "_ had cd tra 

unhurt. Of 

| | | live 

"IS 1 only met with a few ſcratches,” lea 

ſaid the ſtill anxious de Melac; but P 


ww an hour ago 1 would have com- 
-_ 
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pounded for the loſs of a limb, to have en- 
joyed the heart-felt ſatisfaction the ſound of 
your voices gives me. How do you feel 
it 90s 3 | 


W vc O-* 


* 

'e 3; Rather anwell; but I ſhall be better 

| by and by.“ 

Vanval would not allow much talking, 
de had the Duke lifted into the coach, which 
e, was very near, and proceeded ſlowly back to 
od Roſebrugge. He was ſoon in bed, and the 
= ſurgeon, having done every thing that was 
to neceſſary, inſiſted upon his patient be- 
be ing left alone for an hour or two. The 
EY travellers, therefore, aſſembled in a par- 
n. lour; and Mr. de Melac gave an account 
5 of the accident, declaring be would never 
50 travel with that kind of muſic again. Every | 
one preſent rejoiced they eſcaped with their 

: lives from ſuch a dreadful adventure. They 
% learnt that ſome of the horſes had fallen into 
L the ditch, but without any material hurt; 


and the boys W by throwing themſelves. 
= 


* 
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5 off in time, over the other horſes; the ſer- 
vants had the ſhattered remains of the poſt- 
chaiſe carried to Roſebruꝑge; but it had re- 


ceived too much damage ever to be re- 


| ore. 


When the ſurgeon thought fit to viſit his 


patient, Mr. de Melac accompanied him. 


The Duke was much better, though very 
ſtiff and ſore, and ſaid he did not feel himſelf 


at all inclined to move, at leaſt for that 885 


5 Ne or would I adviſe your Grace to think 
of proceeding on your Journey to-morrow,” 
ſaid Vanval; if you wins * me leave, I 
will wait your recovery.” 


6 You are very oblige, my good friend, 


ſaid his Grace; „but I know how 2 
you may be wanted at Dunkirk; and I am 
ſure I ſhall do very well: however, if you 
think it abſolutely neceflary, you may ſend 


Bertrand to me.” It was therefore ſoon 


agreed the coach party ſhould purſue their 
cf Journey ; ; but de Melac ſaid he would 


| not 


ſer 
the 


on 
er 
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not return to Dunkirk without his Piend; 1] 
who ſeemed very much flattered by his kind 


intentions, and ſaid he ſhould have felt 


himſelf very awkward to have been left 
among total ſtrangers. De Melac gave 
Vanyal the ſtricteſt injunctions to diſpatch 


Mr. Bertrand the moment he reached 


Dunkirk ; and gave his. coachman orders 
to proceed - with the utmoſt expedition. 
Bazile was very much pleaſed his father choſe 


| to ſtay behind, as he ſhould once more enjoy 


a little liberty, and the ſociety of his dear 
Berenger; yet wondered what could attach 
him ſo much to this Nobleman ; and could 
not help telling Ermence, ſoon after their 
return to Roſebrugge, he believed his father 
had ſpoken truth, when he told him he wiſhed 
he had been 0 inſtead of the Duke. 
Jour ſilly ſprech,* ſaid Clemence, © de-_ 
ferved juſt ſuch an anſwer, Bazile—you ſaw 
the Duke was recovering, fo choſe to difplay 
your miſtaken zeal—but believe me, no one 
5 7 ; Tad 
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Was the dupe of your bypecriſy: my father 
only wiſhed you had been with him inſtead 
of the Duke, becauſe, as you are much 
ſmaller, and infinitely lighter than him, you 
might not have been ſo material a ſufferer by 


the overturn. Bazile, ever incorrigible, was 


highly offended at the liberties, as he termed 
it, Clemence took with him, and ſulked the 


greateſt part of their way home. The mo- 
ment they reached Dunkirk, Vanval went in 


ſearch of Bertrand told him what had hap- 
pened—what he had done and gave his 
ppinion of the injury his Grace had received. 
Bertrand was happy to think it was no worſe, 


when he reflected upon what might have 
been the conſequence of ſuch an accident, 


taking one of the Duke's horſes, then reached 


Roſebrugge before dark. 


The Duke wa: Very beppy te fee bim, 
and de Melac was ſtill more ſo; though he no 


longer thought his friend in danger, ſtill he 
would have been ſeriouſly uneaſy, had he 
not had a — in the houſe — the 


* ; 


e 


ys — 
Sr 


q 
. © 
1 


AND ERMANCE, 45. 
ak ; and, notwithſtanding his Grace's - 
remonſtrances, determined to ſet up with Ber- 
* trand in an adjoining apartment. They took 
i leave of their patient between eleven and 


i 
nn te ER 


in the next room. 


5 . : . # 5 bs 4 
. twelve, his uſual hour of retiring, in hopes 4 
4 | he would go to ſleep, 5 took their ſtation | 
7 j 


China to 1 Grace's having taken a nap 
in the afternoon, he was rather reſtleſs, and 
they heard him move for ſome time; at laſt 
all was quiet. De Melac liſtened at the door, 
and for an hour or more ſcarcely did any 
thing but walk backwards and forwards very 
gently ; between whiles talking in a very = 
low voice to the ſurgeon about his patient, 3 Y 
and the fright he had been in, and deploring 
his own want of preſence of mind: When I 
am terrified, I hardly know either what I do 
or ſay. A long reſidence in a warm climate 
is certainly very enervating, both to the mind 
and body.” At laſt he heard a ſign; „ 
Melac inſtantiy took a light to ſee if he was 5 
r contrary to the advice of the ſurgeon: * 

the 
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the Duke heard him, abtsitkfbebcing the 


precaution with which he approached the 


bed; and gave him to underſtand he was 


not aſleep ; he therefore put by the curtain, 


and ſaw him as pale as death, and thought 


even his eyes looked dim: the light fell from 
his hand upon the bed, while he exclaimed, 


* Gracious God! what is the matter?” 


The ſurgeon, who was cloſe behind, alarmed 


PR 


by this ſpeech, ran for another light, and 
heard the Duke ſay as he returned, in a very 
low voice, © I feel very faint :” Bertrand 
inſtantly. turned down the bed clothes to 


give bim a little air, when he perceived a 
quantity of blood upon the ſheets; and, be- 


fore he could either enquire or diſcover from 
whence it proceeded, de Melac fell at his 
length upon the floor. The Duke, rouſed from 
his faintneſs, ſtarted upright in bed, crying 
out, © What is the matter with my friend ?” 
Bertrand was too anxious juſt then about the | 
Duke, to pay much attention to de Melac, 
having Pede < he ha ad deranged the ban- 
1 ee 
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dage upon his arm. Satisfied now there was 
no ſerious danger, his fears began to ſubſide, 
and, he ſaid the fight of blood often proved 
too much for ſome people's ſpirits : the 
Duke would not ſuffer him to touch 
him till he had ſeen what was the matter 
with de Melac. Bertrand therefore raiſed ' 
him as well as he was able, and affured the 
Duke he had only fainted, and would very 
ſoon come to himſelf : and fince he would not 
allow him to bind up his arm, begged him to 
lay his finger on the orifice till he recovered 
Mr, de Melac. The Duke replaced the ban- 
dage himſelf, and was ſeriouſly angry to think 
he had alarmed them both for ſo flight a 
caule ; ſaid he had grown very ſick and faint, 
without being aware of what had occaſioned _ 
it; and the inſtant the blood ſtopped, he 
would have got out of bed to aſſiſt Bertrand, 
if his earneſtremonſtrances and aſſurances that 
de Melac would do very well, had not pre- 
vented him ; and in a few minutes the latter 
opened his eyes, and looked wildly round 
him. He was ſtill ſetting upon the floor, and, 


= ALMrira 
by way of accelerati ing his recovery, the fur- 


geon began to aſſure — the Duke was in no 
danger. 


Don't deceive me, Sir,” ſaid the agitated 


de Melac; « had it pleaſed heaven to have 
taken me, how cheerfully would I have re- 
is my life to have ſaved his!“ 


The ſound of the Duke's s voice, (who was 
very much affected by the proofs of regard this 


worthy man had given him within the laſt 


twelve hours) was more efficacious than all 
the ſurgeon's mcdicines or aſſurances. He 


was ſoon ſeated upon the fide of the bed, and 
Bertrand bound up the Duke's arm once 
more, and explained to de Melac what had 


occaſioned his recent complaint; agreeing it 


Was very fortunate he had come to the bed- 
| ſide, as there had been inſtances of people 
= Gs their lives through limilar accidents, 


$6 Then. I hope I have SIE ances Provi- | 


dence,” aid the now thankful de Milac, 
4 | . the 
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(&: © the means of doing mankind i in v general a a 
very eſſential ſervice!“ 

The Duke expreſſed bl gratitude for the | 
lively intereſt he had demonſtrated ; and 
having taken ſomething to raiſe his ſpirits, 


at his and the ſurgeon's requeſt, tried once 


more to find repoſe, while they returned to 
their old quarters. De Melac's viſible anxiety 
for the Duke's ſafety had ſtruck Bertrand 


very forcibly before his late fit; he did not 


like to expreſs his aſtoniſhment at his being 
thus intereſted, and even affected for a perſon 
he was almoſt a ſtranger to; merely gave a 
few hints, which de Melac perfectly under- 
ſtood, and in reply ſaid, there was no ac- 
counting for one's feelings at times: his . 
ſpirits had been greatly agitated during the 
courle of the morning ; and when once really 
terrified, as he had before told him, he nei- 
ther knew, much leſs could give, any ſen- 
ible reaſon for what he either ſaid or did, 
Though the Duke had promiſed. to try 
to ſleep, and really found himſelf fo in- 


elined from loſs of blood, he could not help 
| revolving in his mind the various occurrences | 


V We ey 
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of the laſt twelve hours; and the reiterated 

Proofs of attachment de Melac had given 
him, though unable to ſpeak for ſome time 

after his overturn, he had been ſenſible al- 

moſt from the moment he was laid upon 

the graſs, had been exceſſively ſtruck with 


many of de Melac's unguarded expreſſions 


during his ſtate of phrenzy; and had par- 


ticularly remarked what he had faid to Ba- 


2 le, which ſeemed to come from his very 


1 Poul, and to be occaſioned by the impulſe of 
the raoment : yet, could he ſuppoſe he pre- 


| ferred him to his own ſon? it would be very 
flrange if he did, and in ſome reſpects unna- 


tural: yet his heart felt grief, nay eyen deſ- 


Pair, while doubts of his recovery 544 made 


a very forcible impreſſion upon him. He 
next reverted to-the agitation he had dil- 


played during their journey to Y pres upon 


_ ſeveral occaſions, and remembered with in- 


_ creaſing intereſt the remarks Vanval had 
made at the Ducaſe, which were ſtrength- 
ened by what the Major had ſaid; nay Er- 
f mance had alſo been ſtruck with the ſtrong 
| reſem- 
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reſemblance between them; yet he ſaw. no 


poſſibility of their being any way related. 
Still de Melac talked very ambiguouſly, and 
ſeemed acquainted with many of his friends ; 
and it now ſtruck him, though the idea had 
never entered his head before, that the bare 
mention of his relationſhip to the Marſhal 


de St. Firmin had occaſioned the firſt 


ſtrange illneſs de Melac had been ſeized with 


in his preſence. When he firſt became ac- 
quainted with him, he faid he enjoyed an 
excellent ſtate of health; theſe ſudden com- 
plaints were therefore not habitual, nor pro- 
bably occaſioned by the change of climate; 
his conſtitution ſeemed very good, and was 
certainly not impaired by any youthful ex- 
ceſſes, as he had given pretty good proofs of 


his ſtrength that very morning. Theſe va- 


rious reflections led him into a trainof others, 
and made him come to a reſolution, to ſatisfy 
the anxious doubts they had given riſe to, 
the very next day. Having made this deter- 
mination, he compoſed himſelf to reſt, and 
4 Love very found till eight o'clock the next 
„„ morning. 
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85 morning, when he found himſelf much 10 
. refreſhed, and infinitely better. C his 
EE De Melac, all impatience for his waking, | 
= 11 feveral times been near enough the bed ſhc 
__— to hear him breath, as the looſening of the 
WW bandage left a dread upon his mind nothing fur 
ſhort of ſuch conviction could eradicate; and 8 


no ſooner did he hear him fiir, than he Was. 
6 | the bed fide. 8 


The Duke . who it was? 152 in- 
ſtantly put out his hand; . How are you, 
1 my dear friend? have you been in bed? 
| you know you almoſt promiſed to oblige me 
in that reſpe& when we laſt parted; I am 
ſure you wanted repoſe as much, or even 
> oo more, than 1 did.” 

Had I found myſelf at all HT to 
ſleep, your Grace, I thouid certainly have 
lain dovn; but you have doubtleſs heard the 

old Italian proverb, and have very probably 

3 experienced, mar: - : 

5 Eſfre i in letto et non anmite, 


thi 
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i but how do you really find e | 
his morning? : 
« Why I won't 10 fay quite wall for fear you ; 


er 
1 
— 5 7 
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1 ſhould not give me implicit - credit, but ſo : i 
& - much better that I-could get up with plea- 1 
g ſure ; I have had a very long ſleep, and have j 
d really got rid of all my complaints.” 2 
5. e am happy to find you in ſuch e But . ö 
's muſt entreat you would not think of Tiſing.”? 1 
* Bertrand ſeconded the motion; then, F 
# having felt his patient's pulſe, agreed there 

Þ was no fever, but he muſt keep his bed ano- 

? ther day. 2 

e „We ſhall ſee how that wi be by and 

. by,” faid the Duke; and I will oblige you 

1 ſo far as to eat my; breakfaſt before I get 

3 up? 

0 | 1 
8 en were given in conſequence, and 1 
3 all three took that meal together; er 
f which the ſurgeon examined a cut the Duke 9 5 

, had received upon his right temple n 


piece of glaſs, and aſſured bim! in a month 8 
"os not be aa ae e 


eri n 

« T am very happy to hear it,“ ſaid the 
Duke ſmiling; uch a ſcar would not be 
very honourable, nor might not prepoſſeſs 
Madame de Moncove in my favour.” 

Ermance at that moment coming, acroſs 
his mind, he mentioned the remark ſhe had 
made concerning his reſemblance to Mr. de 
Melac, who coloured very much, and ſeemed 


at a loſs what to ſay; the Duke, perceiving 


the effect it had upon this amiable man, was 


ſtrengthened in the reſolution he had formed 


before he went to ſleep; therefore, without 


: any farther preface, thus began“ I won't 


write to Madame de St. Piene till I return 


to Dunkirk ; ſhe does not know what ſtay 
J intended to make at Ypres, therefore will 


not expect to hear from me before Friday or 
Saturday; and was I to mention my acci- 


dent, or that it has confined. me at Rox - 
brugge, I dare ſay ſhe would ſet out imme · 


- diately ; for I know ſhe would fancy me 


much worſe than I really am, and that my 


evil genius had prefided over this journey; 
"ng; I am almoſt tempted to think ſo my- 
elf; 
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elf; Bertrand: and I have oftened realoned 
upon the doctrine of fatalitv. My good friend, 


turning towards de Melac, he is perfectly 
well acquainted with my family hiilory, 
and agrees I have great reaſon to ſubſciibe 
to that creed ; you ſeemed to be of my 
way of thinking during our journey to 
Ypres ; and that you may not ſuppoſe I im- 
bibed ſo ſtrange an opinion for a man of 


my age without a ſolid fouhdation for ſuch 
a belief, I will enter into a few details 
concerning my family, which will convince. 


you I am not ſo much to be enyied as many 


people muſt ſuppoſe.” tg 
« Your Grace does me infinite honour,” 


' ſaid de Melac ; I need not ſay how weir 


an intereſt I take in all that concerns you; 


and inſtantly took his feat cloſe to the ved 


ſide, 
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Bertrand, it has bei aw . 

had made many remarks ſimilar to thoſe 
which induced the Duke to be thus com- 
municative to a man he had ſo lately be- 


come acquainted with; and being perfectly : 
f familiar ys 
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2 familiar with the unfortunate events His 
Grace alluded to, was almoſt as anxious to 
ſee what effe& the recital would produce 
upon the: Receiver General ; he therefore 


| feated himſelf where he could watch every 


turn of his countenance ; RO: the Duke be- 
| * as follows, — 


CHAP. III. 
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ter of the Marechal de St. Firmin: ſhe was 


my father 1 never er fa but was early taught 


5 My mother, whoſe excellent qualities 1 | 
ſhall not nowexpatiateon, was the only daugh- | 
educated at the abbey of Conflans, and at 


| ſeventeen left that retreat to accompany the 
young Duke de St. Piene to the altar: 


to 


A 
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to revere his memory, and may ſay it has 
ever given me the greateſt pleaſute to be 


told, as I grew up, how much 1, in every 


reſpe& reſembled him; having been early 


accuſtomed to believe he had not his equal, 
at leaſt in my mother'sand grandfather's eyes. 


Yet I cannot preſume to accuſe them of par- 
tiality, for no man was more univerſally 
reſpected and beloved; the tears his loſs coſt 
my mother are irrefragable proofs of his 
worth. During ſeven months they lived in 


a ſtate of the moſt perfect conjugal felicity. 


_ The Dowager Duchels de St. Piene was, 


nay is, ſtill living; but was at that time too 


much a woman of the world to be ſenſible of 
the bleſſ ng which had fallen to her ſhare. Since 
bis marriage, but particularly ſo about the 


period I mentioned, my father was exceſſively 


diſturbed by the unbearable inſolence of his 
ſteward, an elderly . man, infinitely more 


feared than beloved among his houſehold ; 


fill, his integrity was looked upon by the | 
Duke as indilputable, as he had lived in the 
| family before he was born; his inſolence 
V really 5 
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s really grew infopportable, and could not be 
attributed to either his age or infirmities. 
My father mentioned to his mother the in- 
ſults he daily received, and his intentions to 


diſcharge Joinville, if he did not alter his 


behaviour: the Ducheſs always found ſome 
excuſe for the wretch, appeaſed her ſon for 
the moment, and induced him to poſtpone 
_ parting with him, on finding ſuch a ſtep 


would not meet his mother's approbation 
but one fatal day Joinville exceeded all his 


former inſolence; and in the moſt imper- 


tinent, even rude manner, abſolutely refuſed 


to obey ſome orders my father had gave him. 
Few men had more command of themſelves 
than the Duke de St. Piene; but there are 


provocations would ruffle the temper even of 


an anchoret ; and to ſubmit any longer to 


| ſuch uſage, would be an encouragement to 


ſuch a fellow to perſer ere in his unjuflifiable 
behaviour; he therefore told him very 
ealmly to leave his preſence and the houſe 


7 immediately ; ; as he was now determined to 


: let bind Row he Was. maſter of it, and had 


f e relolved 
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-teſolved, even the ſolicitations of his 180 le 
were ſhe ſtill inclined to ſupport him, ſhould 


not prevent his diſmiſſion. Joinville was 


rather ſtruck by my father's reſolute : 


manner, and ſeemed to have gone greater 


lengths than he intended; yet, unwilling to 
retract, and conſcious of his power, he 


laughed contemptuouſly, and told my father 
not to be too ſecure, leſt he found himſelf 


involved in his diſgrace. The Duke, ſtill 
more provoked, threatened if he did not in- 
ſtantly obey him, he would chaſtiſe him for 


bis inſolence, old as he was. Joinville, by 
no means intimidated, merely ſaid, Do 


your wort, young fellow! you are in my 


power; and no more whom you ſuppoſe 
yourſelf to be, than I am! you are not a 
Duke do I ſpeak intelligibly now ?” Look- 


ing round as he. concluded, as if fearful „ 


being overheard, though he had ſaid this 


almoſt in a whiſper ;—Aſtoniſhed, ſtaggered, 2 
and hardly believing he had underſtobd the 
vile wretch, my father, for ſome ſeconds, 
temained motionleſs, till TOY ile repeated 
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„ PALMIRA. 
bis words, adding. in A Rill lower tone, 
Not to keep you in uſeleſs ſuſpence, young 
man know you are my ſon— judge there- 

fore how little right you have to exert the 
| obedience of your father; ard if ever you for- 
- ©. get yourſelf as you have done to day, I will 
Aiſcloſe this ſecret, which has lain very heavy 
upon my mind for ſome years, to the whole 


world, and reduce you by one 0 to a 
level with myſelt! 5 


Vour belag . my dear de Melac 

ſaid the Duke, affected by the painful * 
| lection, EX may enable you to judge what 
my father ſelt at fuch a moment; he had not 
been married ten months, andhis wife, whom 
he now adored, expected daily to lie in. For 

. ſome minutes his mind was a chaos ; : inſtant an- 
nihilation would have appeared a bleſfing! 1 
36 8 merely repeat his Ou n confeſſion to my grand- 
np | fafher ; but a little time brought him to his 
N ſenſes, and recollect ion induced him to doubt 

the truth of the old wretch's aſfertions: he 
oh communicated. his thoughts to the vile de 

| 8 * 1 if he did not prove beyond 
a cM a doubt 
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a t what he bad choſe to advance, he 


ſhould have reaſon to repent having dared to 


utter,.as long as he Yen a falſehood of ſo 


Ip a dye! 


0 With the. mal conſiimmajs hypocriſy. 


the old fellow now affected to pity my father, 


and aflured him he attributed his doubts 


and laſt threats to the agitation of his mind 
upon ſuch a diſcovery ; but it 1s no longer 
my intention to keep you in the dark reſ- 
pecting your real origin, my ſon.— My father 
ſhuddered at the appellation, and the villain 
thus proceeded :—* nor of the reaſons. which 
induced me to connive at the deception the 


Ducheſs Dowager de St. Piene, your ſup- 
poſed mother, choſe to put upon her hut- 
band's family : you are- my ſon by an opera 


dancer, ſor I never was married; and were 
born on the ſame day with the young Mar- 


quis de Franval, whom you have for ſuch a 
number ot years repreſented. The late 


Duke de St. Piene died before his ſon was 
my: months old; "rouge conyullions i in cut= | 
: ting 
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ting his teeth, carried off his ſon a few days. 


afterwards; and to make ſhort of my ſtory, 

to ſecure the property to the Ducheſs Dow- 
nager, you were by her defire ſubſtituted in 
his place, and have from that moment been 
brought up, and looked upon as the young 
Duke: you now know how much you are in 
my power; yet you muſt ſuppoſe I have 


©. your intereſt very much at heart, and you 
mfmaay depend upon my diſcretion: if you 


chuſe to promiſe to be wholly guided by me 
in future, I will henceforward treat you with 


© the reſpe& that would be due to ie Py 5 


"ou repreſent.” 


2 F cc Every doubt was now eradicated from 


my ill-fated father's mind; he had liſtened in 


ſillence to the horrid tale; and in addition to 
huis other misfortunes found, as he I ppoſed, 
he owed his exiſtence to a moſt abahdoned 
villain, and a common proſtitute : as he did 
not make the wretch any anſwer, when he 


ceaſed ſpeaking he left him, ſaying. Tou 


will not want much time for reflection, l 
ſhould . young man; — remember 
"+ pour. 
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your future deſtiny depends upon yourſelf— 


you know upon what conditions you may 
1 inſure both my diſcretion and 8 $ 


FO My father was the ſoul of honour, there- 


fore, as the vile Joinville obſerved, he wanted 
but a very ſhort time to decide how he 
ought to act; great minds are ever ſuperior 
to the fifdkes of fortune. His firſt intention 
was to reveal the horrid ſecret to my mother, 
and abide wholly by her deciſion; but her 
ſituation, and the dread he now felt ſne 
might, through exceſs of love, wiſh him to 

make ſome terms with the wretch his father, 1 


prevented him from pouring out his ſorrows 


at her feet; and before he took any other 
ſtep, he haſtened into the Ducheſs Dowager's 


apartments; and though 1 have always deſ- 


piſed her, and can hardly even now think of 
her with common patience, {till J have the 


misfortune to Know ſhe! is my grandmother.” 


„ Impoſſible! i n de Melac, z | 
eagerly gralping the Duke's hand which 
lie 
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lie . fide the bed; and then as 
ſuddenly checking himſelf, upon perceiving 
the Duke's viſible aſtoniſnment; upon 


ny word I beg your pardon—the intereſt 


I take, in all that cencerns you, makes me 


EY ſtrangely forget myſelf ;—but I thought —I 


underſtood—T hardly know what I meant to 
_  ſay:—pray proceed, your Grace, and excuſe 
an interruption, the mere reſult of berlin 1 


never was leſs maſter of. . 


— 
» 


Every 8 the Duke had madly over 
©  _ night, now recurred to him {till more for- 
| ._ cibly; he prefſed de Melac's hand, while he 
ſaid, © to apologize for the viſible intereſt 
you take in my ſorrowful tale, is ſurely very 
unneceſſary. My good friend, I may have 
been too ſevere in my cenſures of Madame de 
St. Piene, for ſhe merely confirmed what ſhe 
believed in her own conſcience to be true j—_ 
| "0 acknowledged that ſoon aſter her huſband's 
death, Joinville, who then ſuperintended the 
bringing up of her ſon, who was nurſed at a 


e near Paris for the benefit of the air, 


»* 
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in a ſmall houſe taken for that purpoſe, 
arrived at her hotel late in the morn. — 
ing, and requeſted an immediate private ak 
dience that then without any cireumloœ-fltk 
cution, he informed her of her ſon's death, 
and pointed out in. the ſtrongeſt colours 

what a ſufferer ſhe would be in point of for- 

tune by this event. Very much attached to 

the gay world, the lols of the ſplendid in- 

come the muſt have enjoyed, at leaſt for © 
many years, had her ſon lived, flung her into 4 
the moſt violent paroxyſms of grief, Join- 
ville, taking advantage of her weakneſs, ven- 
tured to propoſe ſubſtituting his own ſon in 
the place of the young Duke. She liſtened. 
with: guilty eagerneſs to the baſe propoſal, 
and gave the wretch ſuch encouragement to 
execute his vile plan, that he ventured to 
ſay he had already done the deed, merely. 
through his wiſh to ſerve her—that he would. 
be anſwerable for the nurſe's directions; 
and the young Duke's illneſs had been con- 
cealed from the other maid ſervant, who had 
been dilmiſfed the 5 he died. He then re- 
5 8 eee 
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pPreſented all the advantages likely to acrue 
to her from this deception : ſhe would always 

have the young man in her power, and 


might make her own terms with him when 
he attained to years of diſcretion. Thus the 


' unfortunate woman ſaid ſhe had been led on 
to connive at his iniquity ; yet appealed to 
my father if ſhe had ever taken an unfair 
advantage of his fituation, but vented her 
_ indignation in the ſtrongeſt terms againſt her 
accomplice, for daring to reveal their joint 
ſecret without her permiſſion, and aſſured 
my father he had nothing to fear from his 
indiſeretion, as ſuch a diſcovery muſt prove 
his own ruin; nay, were the late Duke de 
St. Piene's relations ſo inclined, would bring 


him to the ſcaffold ; therefore all now-to be 


done was, to refer him totally to her; ſhe 


would make it worth his while to retire 
quietly upon a handſome annuity, and thus 


the whole matter might be huſhed up. My 
father heard all ſhe had to ſay, and when ſhe 
- ceaſed ſpeaking, told her ſhe ſhould very 


ſoon know his determination. The advice 
1 we „„ 
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| he had given bün ſeemed to her ſo reaſon- 


able, that ſhe had not a doubt of his con- 


| forming to her wiſhes. Nothing was, how- 5 
ever, further from my father's thoughts; he 
had determined before he ſaw her, if ſne 


confirmed her accomplice's ſtory, inftantly 


to felinquith a title and eſtate he withheld ſo 


unjuſtly from its lawful owners. The paſt, 
it was not in his power to recall; and it was 
true, by this means he ſhould expoſe his 


father; but he was puniſhing a villain, and 


doing an act of juſtice in the eyes of heaven. 


As for Madame de St. Piene, whom he de- 


ſpiſed ſtill more than the vile Joinville, be- 
cauſe ſhe was not even actuated by ſuch (if 
any there could be for ſuch. a deception) 
excuſable motives; ſhe mutt therefore abide 
by the conſequences 'of her own iniquity. 
It was now in his power to clear himſelf to 
his own ſatisfaction: no one could blame 
him for the paſt, and the future depended 
upon himſelf, Fortified by the innate in- 
tegrity of his own diſpoſition in his firſt de- 


termination, he ſet out for the Marechal de 
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St. Fink; 7 | his altered countenance and 


" Viſible agitation announced the importance de 
of his errand before he ſpoke; and a very co 
few words ſufficed to diſcloſe the horrid qu 

ſecret, Fortunately, few were greater ſlaves G 

5 etiquette, or more zealouſly conſcious of ea 
the honour of their family, than the Mar- di 
quis: to learn therefore that he had be- pr 


ſtowed the heireſs of one of the moſt noble 
and moſt ancient houſes in France, upon the 


5 baſe · born fon. of a hireling domeſtic, and an wl 
abandoned woman, did not diſpoſe the th 
haughty Marechal to treat my father's noble ha 
confeſſion, as ſuch generous frankneſs de- thi 
ſerved. Every virtue he had been the firſt th 
to acknowledge in the Duke de St. Piene, hit 
vaniſhed the moment he became acquainted m 
with tbe lowneſs of his origin; he remem- ot] 
bered he had always been too free with his fin 
inferiors ; and every action that had before ho 
excited praiſe, now ſeemed more deſerving of ha 
cenſure. After a ſhort pauſe, in a tone, which pri 
all thoſe who were beſt acquainted with the bl: 
_ Marechal de St. Firmin, muſt have known gre 


| lum at times aſſume,” | 5 
The 
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The Duke here fired his piercingeyes upon 
de Melac while he ſaid this, wiſhing to diſ- 


cover whether he had been perſonally ac- 


quainted with the Marechal. The Receiver 
General changed his poſture to avoid his 
earneſt gaze, and the Duke, unwilling to. 
diſtreſs him, withdrew his eyes, and thus 
proceeded :- —— 


-_ _ 


Few people could treat their inferiors, 
a they choſe it, with more hanteur than 
the Marechal ; therefore, turning to my un- 
happy father, whoſe manly fortitude upon 
this trying occaſion he has ſince extolled with 
the admiration it deſerved, thus addrefſed- 
him“ You have done very right young 
man, ſtill you have done no more than any 


other honeſt. man would have done in a 


ſimilar ſituation: but the honour of my 


houſe is dearer to me even than life! I 


have been groſsly deceived by a moſt un- 
principled woman! for I don't mean to 


blame you; indeed you will be Aa ſtill 
greater ſufferer by her acer ; for you 


2:0 « muſt. 
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muſt ſuppoſe I cannot permit you to re- 
tain the title of my ſon-in-law ; ſuch a de- 
ception will enable me to procure a flo- 
lution of Four mange 


MW The Marechal Ad a moment, to ſee 
what effect his deciſion would have upon my 
father, who had foreſeen what would be his 

determination, therefore was in ſome mea- 

ſure prepared for this ſpeech. As he made 
no anſwer, the Marechal went on : 


ſituation, I ſhould not chuſe my davghter 
ſhould be made acquainted with the extent 


of her misfortunes ; indeed I mean, if poſ- 
ſible, to prevent your origin from being ge- 
nerally known, for the fake of her child; not 


that J mean it ſhould ever inherit the ho- 


nours you have hitherto borne ; but I will 


ſend for the next hear to the title and eſ- 


1 tates, your ſuppoſed uncle, he is a very good 


kind of man, and it is proper he ſhould be 
conſulted immediately upon a matter ſo 
nearly 


nearly concerns him; and between us I have 


no doubt, we ſhall be able to ſettle {ome 


plan likely to prove lata tom to all 
parties. 


* You have Haw lived upon terms of 


friendſhip with the Marquis de St. Her- 
mine, and notwithſtanding the great loſer he 
has been for ſuch a number of years, as he 


muſt be convinced of your innocence from 


your preſent acknowledgement, he will, no 
doubt, wiſh to ſerve you in ſome way or 
other. I alſo mean to be your friend, if you 


don't oblige me toalter my intention ; but I 
truſt you are ſufficiently aware of my power, 


if you don't conform in every reſpect to my 
wiſhes, I know not what might be the conſe- 
quence of your ſeeing my ill-fated daughter 
in your preſent ſtate of mind; therefore ou 
muſt not leave the room you are now in 
| without my permiſſion ; and if you cannot 
give me your word of honour to comply 5 


with my requeſt, I ſhall be under the diſa- 


you. 
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. Melac once more changed his poſture, 5 
2. and got rather more behind the curtain, * 
8 while his Grace, who watched every move- ca 
ment, thinking it mightappear odd to him M 
he ſhould be able to enterinto ſuch minute av 
5 details, faid, „ havekeatd this part of . 
my father's ſtory ſo often repeated by the ch 
5 * arechal, and was always ſo much intereſted bg 
in the recital, 1 have almoſt got it 4 M 
heart,” 8 8 | 5M 
ES. fuc 
ee My Either replied to the Marechal's laſt ” 
ſpeech, that as he had voluntarily put him 9 
To ſelf 1 in his power, be muſt ſuppoſe he meant 90 
in every refpect to conform to his wiſhes ; bis 
only hoped he would endeavour, as much I | 
£ as poſh ble to ſoften the afflictions of a wo- 4 
man he muſt ever love; he ſhould have his 
booked upon his own misfortunes as trifling, Tex 
had ſhe not been involved in them. As for the 2 
child the expected hourly to be delivered of, | hat 
no one was more capable of ſuperintending 0 
its education than berlelf, if the ſurvi ved Bo 


nn 


its 
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its birth; if not, he could only recommend 
it to the Marechal, if he was to be denied the 


conſolation of bringing it up himſelf. The 


Marechal, rather ſoftened by his ready ac- 
quieſcence to his wiihes, and the general te- 


nor of his behaviour, aſſured him neither his 


child nor himſelf ſhould want a friend while 
he lived, renewing his requeſt, in rather po- 
lite terms, that he would not quit the room 


he was then in till he returned; however, 


ſuch were his prejudices, that he no longer 
placed the leaft reliance upon my father's 
honour, therefore actually faſtened both 
doors after him, and gave private orders to 
big net to ſee he did not make his eſcape. 


The Marechal havnig . ordered 


his carriage, drove immediately to the Lieu- 


tenant's of the Police, and inſtantly obtained 


an order for ſecuring the old villain, who | 
had ſo d oled wen him. pH 


= Joints, little ſuſpecting what was ge- 
ing forward, had been ſummoned into the N. 
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3 them inſtructions how to act. One of them, 
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Dowuäger Duchefss apartment the moment 
my father left her, and very ſeverely re- 
Proached for his imprudence and, in many 
reſpects, breach of faith. He had already 
repented hav: ing gone ſuch lengths, and had 
agreed, by way of making his peace with his 
now efragec accomplice, to retire to a ſmall 
ſcat ſhe had in Languedoc upon a hand- 
Tome annuity.” With theſe agreeable tid- 
ings ; The meant to greet my father upon his 
return Home, having learned he was gone out 
; = Tobt, kak Ore leay! oy word WS." = 

60 The Marechal no ſooner obtained the 
9 order, than he ſent a ſmall party of the Mare- 
_ chaulflce to put it into execution, and ga ve 


hurpoſely dre{l* en bonrgeors, was diſpatched to 
the hotel de St. biene, which is in the faux- 
bourg St. Henoré, and was to aſk for Mr. 
Joinville, and to tell the old wretch, he came 
from a gzntleman who wiſhed to ſpeak with 
2 him upon buſineſs of the utmoſt W 
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nt ain Was waiting for him at an obſcute 
re- coffee houſe upon the Boulevands du Tem- 
ny ple, whither he was to conduct him. As the 
dy Marechal preſumed che might enquire what 

ape ſon this: gentleman was, he gave 
bis the archer an accurate deſcription” of :my 
all father, particularly how he was dreſſed. The 


? 


d- man found him at home, delivered his meſ- 
id- ſage; and having deſcribed the perſon ſup- 
his poſed to have ſent him, the old man haſtened 
aut away with his companion, exulting as he 
Rent, to think bis iniquitous ſcheme had 
I fiicceeded fo well; but his triumph was of 
the ſhort duration; for the moment he reached 
re- an unfrequented ſpot, which had been agreed 
ave upon, the other archers came up, produced 
m, their orders and their carabines, at the ſame 
to time aſſuring him he was a dead man, if he 
1X- made the leaſt reſiſtance: the Marechal, | 
Ar. fearful he would be more communicative to 
me his guards than he wiſhed; was within a few | 
1th paces when he was ſeized, immediately came, 
ice, up, ordered him to be inſtantly gagged, and 


N with all ſpeed to the caſtle of Vin 0 
1 5 cennis. | 


1 
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— The Marechal had em this pri- 


ſon for his retreat, becauſe one of his moſt th 
intimate friends was the then governor; and dr 
would, he knew, ſee any orders he might hi 
give reſpecting the priſoner ſtrictly enforced. 
Thither therefore the old villain was con- 
ducted, and ſafely lodged; and the exempt as 
who commanded his little efcort, was the th 
bearer of a letter from the Marechal to the me 
Governor, intreating he might be placed in pri 
one of the moſt ſolitary dungeons the caſtle MW At 
afforded ; and neither permitted to ſpeak or thi 
_ write to any one. As Vincennis was fo to 


near Paris, the Marechal thought he ſhould 
always have it in his power to ſee whether 
he was punctually obeyed. As ſoon as he 
had ſeen Joinville upon the road to his 
priſon, he proceeded to the Hotel de St. 
Pierne, and requeſted an immediate audience 
of the Dowager Ducheſs, who little aware of 
the impending ſtorm, received him with 
| her accuſtomed politeneſs ; for, judging my 
father after her own heart, the Marechal de 
St. Firmin was the laſt perſon ſhe ſuppoſed 
| 3 be 
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he would have choſen for a confident upon 
this occafion; nor indeed did ſhe at all 
dread his diſcloſing a ſecret it was fo mh 
his intereſt to keep. 


Pl 
"6 She was, 8 very ſoon undeceived, 
as the Marechal entered upon the buſineſs 
that had brought him, without much cere- 
mony; nor was he at all ſparing in the re- | 
proaches her duplicity certainly deſerved. 
Aſhamed and mortified beyond deſcription, 
the Dowager could frame no excuſes likely 
to juſtify her conduct in the Marechal's 
eyes; and voluntarily offered to expiate the 


criminal fraud ſhe had connived at, by any 


penance he might chuſe to impoſe upon her, 
either public or private. The Marechal 
ſeized this favourable moment to make her 
abſolutely ſubſervient to his will: taking up 
a a {mall crucifix which ſtood in the room, he 
ſwore in the moſt ſolemn manner, if ever ſhe 
ſuffered the ſecret her vile accomplice bad 
juſt diſcloſed, to paſs her lips, he would the 
moment 1t came to his cars, have her con- 5 
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fined for fe in one of the Aridteſt convents 
France afforded: as for her confidential 


Reward; his puniſhment in this world was 

already began; and you muſt know; Ma- 
dame, your rank would be of little avail in 
ſuch a caſe; indeed crimes like vourts are 
ever diſcovered, ſooner or latertꝰꝰ M father, 
though. fallen a martyr to heraduplicity, had 
not told the Matechab of thewwifly ſhatkud 
expreſſed, ſtill to keep is rab birth a Ceret; 
he only ſaid, ſhe; had not been abl&to _ 
the truth of the ſteward's aſſertions:- 

a 5 77 N e WI | 
To be Ache chend to keep a ſecret, 
the diſcloſure of which-muſt totally btaſtrher 

own fame, was ſo eaſy a taſt, che Dowager 

hardly credited the evidence of her ears, 
having expected nothing leſs than being 
forced immediately to retire into ſome con- 
vent; and ten minuteb before iwoulUrbave 

thought being allowed the choice df her e- 

treat a very great lenitiy 30 but ſtillEdread- 


ing the Marechal had {ome puniftimnt in 


reſerve for her, ſhe>confeſie® her guilt im the 
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moſt contrite terms, declared ſhe had re-. 


quently repented having acted ſo bkſe iat 


been allowed to quit this world with ſo im 


portant a ſecret: upon her mind and cen 
cluded by falling upon her knees and. 


ſwearing upon the crucifix to conforh - in 
"oy ee to the en 95 e 211 
51 FK BK 164 7 353% 01 

1 hw Siva adi” dais the'l 
Wmf vou are never to dilcloſe 
the ſecret of your ſuppoſed ſonꝰs birthi; and 


are to mourn with every out wand ferblante! 
of material grief for his ſuppofed death,“ 
which you will ſoon learn: you are never to 
make, or cauſe any enquiries to be made, as 
to what is reallj become: of either him or 
your paxtner in iniquity, ho ought, was I'2qtz 


act up to the tigour of the law to petiſli 


upon a ſcaffold : Mou will oonfirm the ſtar y: 
I. San nowato tell ny daughter, that her: 


huſband is goderintu the countrylupbn 


neſs ol mine the? will in nette = 
return to my ate ant Fou teill-delixer this: 
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up to the man you have ſo long te. 
prived of his title and property; I ſhall 


_ equally engage bim to keep your abomi- 


nable deception a ſecret; and youtnuſt-now 
endeavour to content yourſelf with your 
jointure —nay, were 1 in his place, you 
ſhould give that up, and retire into ſome ob- 
ſcure retreat upon an annuity juſt ſufficient 


to keep you above want; however, he will 


not deprive you of what your worthy huſ- 


band left yon; little ſuppoſing how you 


would impoſe upon his heirs ; and 1 ſhould 


not wonder if Joinville was the actual mur- 
derer of his ſon, to promote his own ſpurious 


offspring: think, in that caſe, what you 
have to anſwer for ; once for all remember, 


you will be permitted to enjoy your dower, 
upon the conditions I have impoſed upon 
you; and as you are an adept in diſſimu- 
lation, I have no doubt but you will per- 
compleatly humbled, now a real penitent, 


renewed her promiſes in the maſt ſolemn 
manner; and the: nee, rather more 
| : ſatisfied 
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fatisfied to think he now had both her and 
Joinville ſo completely in his power, took 


his leave of her, and proceeded to his daugh- 


ter's apartments; theſe apartments were in 
one of the wings of the houſe, and overlook - 
ed the garden and pleaſure grounds, ſne 


bad therefore not heard her father's carriage 


drive into the court, nor did ſhe know he 
was in the houſe till he entered her . 
om. % 6; "1 ; 
De Melac inſtantly raiſed his head, which 
was leaning upon his hand, and ſeemed al- 
moſt afraid to breathe leſt he ſhould loſe & 
word, The Duke made a momentary 1 
then thus reſumed, + Few people. were more 


completely maſters, of the ſcience of diſſimu- 


lation, notwithſtanding what he had faid to 


Madame de St. Piene, than my grandfather. . 
He enquired as uſual after my mother's 
health, told hes he was come to intreat her 
pardon for having ſent her huſband a little 
way into the country upon ſome buſines of © 


anportance ; he happened to be with me 
OE A RE 9 Td, ; when 5 
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either inne or fonſe cbnffdential friend's at- 
| tendance at the Chiteande St. Etwifr; he 
offered" his ſervieed; Ard as the Berge he 
went upon admitted fio delay, Thurftechhim 
off in my poſt chaiſe, without Allowing hin? 
to return hodie, Prömifing b Walk ben yo! 
and his mother with hin&#7uWhowert be 
abſent more thang free da sse fer ckelt. My 
mother, perfectly deceived by his mannet 
and aſſurances, ſeemed happy my father had 
been able to pre the Marechab a fatigtüng 
journey; and printing, from What 410 Had 
Faid the Sends was rather 
ture, aſkec no queſtions indeed Few of "Her 
ſex are #6 frec from curiofity®” After a ſhort 
vifit, my Tihdfather tobk His leave, and 
| paſtetteck me; the? "Marquis" de Ste Here 
nnne Was Walting his return, and ſoon mate 
acquainted with the' reaforis tRat' Had iu. 
| diced my grandfather to fend for him, and 
now, fected in confequence of this 


rent dicses rIze Maris vs er 


0 * not *% Deaf {6 tuch 


11 


of a ſcktet na- 


pleaſed 


aleaſeti/as mygrandfained ſuppoſedikieWOdId: 


have been; for he had dong bęem r. 


much attached to his ſuppoſed nephew, and 
could ?notvforbear lamenting his: Hardi füte, 
though he jaw the: neceſſity of now taking 
poſſeiſion of what ſo juſtly belonged to him. 
Ther Marquis is a very good man, but nott 
qiſtinguiſhed by any; ſhining talenis g he 
therefore referred every thing to the Mare 


chal; who ſaictthey maſt, in the courſetof = 
few days, propagate a report of my fatlieifsr ? 
haying been killed in a duell: after which he 
would diſcover a flaw in bis daugbter a 
marriage ſettlement, that would oblige hin 
in honour to reſtore her huſband's eſtates anch 
title to the Marquis for chis life; and if then 
ſubſeribed toi this arrangement, whatcoukb 


theworld haye to ſay ?—they might wonder, 


but» as/they-would never be -truſted- further 
with the real myſtery, that would be of 
little conſequence : and if the child, of 
which my, mother was then pregnant, 


proved a female, the muſt be provided tary 
and bear the name de St Piene: if a boy, 


the * muſt leave him his title and eſ- 


tates 
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tates at 1 having no near ha 
"8 ining.s haght of Moths. 


«The Marquis willy EPI 3 "=" 
as it certainly would haye been in the. Mare- 
chal's power to have kept him out of his 
fortune, had he been fo inclined. Having 
thoroughly arranged their plan, and ſettled 
what they ſhould ſay to the unfortunate 
ville's crimes, they went into the room where 
the Marechal had left him ; confcious (as 
my ganfather has after told me) he had done 
vg 


conſpling reflection, that he had not heſi- 
tated one moment to ſacrifice his fortune to 
"Axis honour. My father ſeemed to. wait His. 

| Kntence with the utmoſt refignation and 
Nude. The Marechal ſpoke firſt, and 


told Bhs, that contrary to his firſt reſolu- 
tion, he had diſcloſed the fatal ſecret to his 
unfortunate daughter, and who, like him- 


elf. ſaw the neceſſity of ber ill-fated marriage 


| | LE being immediately difſolveds My father's | 


EX cpre(- 
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y, and ſupported by religion, and the 
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expreffive countenance, the Marechal has 
| often told, convinced him he gave very little 


credit to his laſt afſertion ; and he proteſted 
he bluſhed to think how proſsly he was en- 
deavauring to deceive him; he therefore 


and himſelf thought it abſolutely neceſſary 


be ſhould immediately leave the kingdom, 


under the name he was entitled to bear, or 


any other he might chuſe to aſſume, but 


muſt never attempt to ſee his wife again. 


The Marquis added, that if he choſe to com- 


ply with their joint defire, he would, in the 


courſe of a few hours, preſent him with a 
hundred thouſar d crowns,* to enable him to 


ſettle comfortably in any part of the globe; 


| but it he refuſed to comply, he muſt not 

wonder if they had recourſe, much as they 
were averſe to the idea, to nibre rigorous 

meaſures. They intended to give out 
| * their fnends, to account for his oy 


4 Four thouſand pound vering- 


baſtened to tell him, both the Marquis 


miſſing, 


of 
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n e wis-confined.for ſome" hate 
offente. * 0 53-0077 Bebaiv 299 bon 5 179 
baſing wn wd. 14; Ns id 03 33971 
=: d he was no labok to inks the 1o-* 
ciety of the woman he ſo ardenthy _— 
my father ſaid all countries were! alike to 
him. He would have refuſed the Marquis: | 
offers had it not brought tears into the good 
man's eyes. It was therefore ſettled he 
ſhould be immediately put in poſſeſſion of 
the before mentioned ſum; he then aſked 
the Marechal how the had left his beloved 
daughter, whomuhe no ener call eue 


more tender m ? M l 
Git dns ere 11 NOT! 


The Marechal was thoughtful, hk halle 
he made any reply to his queſtion, had re- 
ſolyed upon a plan he thought would ex- 
actly ſuit his purpoſe. don't wiſh. to 
add to your afflictions ; try to reconcile 
yourſelf to your fate. Lou won't be very 


badly off with what the N or rather 


| the Na, intends ace for you.“ 


* 
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dae Myfitherkne(hEha@ no alternative but! 
to conform to their will, or end his days ih a 


dungeon. As he had but little indulgence 


to expect, he declared he was ready to ſet out 
inimediately ;” this did not meet with the 
Marechals approbation, the next afternoon 


would be ſoon enough. The Marquis 


could not inſtantly furniſh him with tlie 
money, they therefore proceeded privately- 
tothe Marquiſs's hotel, as it had been agreed 


my father ſhould paſs tlie night there. They! 
were kind enough to allow him to fit down? 


tö!ſupper with them, though he had re- 
petlteclly begged leave to decline the 'ho-? 


noutfl; and it may be ſuppoſed Was very 


little inclined to eat. In the midſt 6f their? 


meal the Mafechal was Haſtily called out of: 
the rom; He affected ſurpfiſe ſo well; my! 


father Was conpletely his dupe this titre.” 
He returned to-themiinthe'courſe of a few 


minutes, wiſhed the Marquis a good night, 
ſaying indiſpenſible Buſineſs, that muſt be 


 attended-to, called him away Ther Mar? 
An ſeemed aſtoniſhed but being really low 
34 4 4 Th Tues 
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ſpirited, ſoon conducted my father into a bed 
room adjoining. his own, and took leave of 
him for 0 night. 


« Little diſpoſed to reſt, my unfortunate 
father did not even make the attempt; and 
the Marquis, early next morning found him 
pacing, what might in ſome reſpects be 
deemed his priſon, and revolving how to 

form his future plans. The Marquis ap- 
peared before him with a very ſorrowful 
conntenance, and after a little preface, de- 
clared, he was ſhocked to find himſelf FIR 
the diſagreeable neceſſity of adding to his 
aſſſictions; he muſt remember, the Mare 
chal's having been ſent for in ſuch haſte over 
night, and the hurry he was in to obey. the 
ſummons ;—alas, it proved a dreadful one ! 
He went to his poor ill-fated daughter! 
The Marquis made a ſudden ſtop, as if 
ſearful of proceeding; when my father ſaid 
very calmly, to hear my wife has not ſur- 
vived the ſhock I am convinced the Mare - 
ne 8 COMMAUNICAtON. gaye her, wall neither 


ſurpriſe 
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ſurpriſe me, nor add to my ſorrow. Mar- 


quis, I know how much ſhe loved me, and 
how much ſhe would have deplored my un- 
fortunate deſtiny !—Pray ſpeak out Marquis, 
J am prepared for the worlt !' 

© I commend your fortitude, and wh the 


Marechal bore his loſs with half your refig- - 
nation: his daughter was taken in labour 
ſoon after he left her; was delivered of a 


ſon about two hours after he was ſent for, 


and expired in a few minutes, and her chid 


did not ſurvive WOW" _ hours. 


19 « The 1 Ong for ſuch both my mother ; 
grandfather, and myſelf have ever deemed 
my father, imagined he was prepared even 
for this dreadful confirmation of his expec - 
tations, but the man ſunk under ſo ſevere a 
| dtial; he fell ſenſeleſs on the ground, as the 
Marquis concluded his horrid tale.” Be- 
lieve me, I can, even now, hardly forgive 


either the Marechal or my uncle for thus 


8 wantonly, I may ſay, playing upon the feel- 


ment 
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ment when TR heart muſt have been Al 
almoſt broken! it was down right cruelty, 
and ſo I have often told them both.“ But 
the Marquis declared lf my father had not 
ſpeedily recovered, and had not. appeared in 
a very ſhort time perfectly reſigned, he ſhould 
have acknowledged the whole was a fiction, 
| apd, that his, wife was ſtill 1 In ignorance, and 
ever meant to be kept ſo, of his birth, and 
intended exile: yet, perhaps all was intend- 
ed for the beſt, and this horrid tale might 
reconcile my father to the thoughts of leav- 
ing France. He aſſured the Marquis it did 
in a great meaſure, and again declared him- 
ſelt ready to ſet off, and aſked if he was firſt 
to ſee the Marechal 2. No the Marquis ſaid 
it would only be renewing / their grief, pre- 
ſented my father with: the money he had 
promiſed him, procured him a change df 
dreſs, and a, ſmall ſtack of linen, and every 
other neoeſſary the ſhortneſa fi the: time 
| would allow, and in the duſk of the even- 
ing ſaw him enter a cahriolet, attended by 
an exempt. of che polige under the Sicguiſe, of 
7292041 A 
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lather had thought neceſſary in caſe my fa- 


ther qid not chuſe at laſt to quit the king- 


dom; and if he proved refractory when they 
reached Nantes, the poſt my father had 
fixed upon; the exenipt was to make himſelf 
known to the*cormmandant and have him 


detained till my PECAN 8 Wempe 18 5 
dunn ern known. im dc ban 
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elbow often has the Marechal blamed him = 
ſelf for this precaution, and for venturing to 
doubt my father's honour; who never ſtopped t | 
except for aifew:minutes'to:take a little ne- 
ceflary refreſhment; till he reached Nantes; 
andimmediately made enquiries what veſſels 
were upon the point of failing; one bound 
o was expected i. ſail with the: 
firſt; fair wind, and my, father t inftantly » 
agreed with the Captain for his paſſagti; m- 
baxrked within an hour after he reached 
Nantes, and failed that very ey ehing with a 


2 


forgt: Domin 


very fair wind. Such was the news the 


exempt. r my grapbiathor; it is very: 


e 113k — | certain 


92 PALMIRA 

certain he made no ſtay, if he even landed at 
St. Domingo, as neither the French nor 
Spaniſh Governors of that iſland have ever 
been able to diſcover his retreat ; nor has he 
ever been heard of from that time to this ; 
notwithſtanding the moſt diligent enquiries; 


but unhappily theſe enquiries were not ſet 


on foot till many years after he left France; 
and he might, alas! be no more at the time 


they were begun. — With fuch a doubt 


upon my mind judge, my dear Sir, —what 


my anxiety has, and ever will be, reſpecting 
this moſt amiable, truly unfortunate author 
of my being; but, to return to my mother, 


who is almoſt, nay perhaps more to be pi- 
tied, as my father certainly ſuppoſes her dead; 
and he may be now languiſhing in want, as 

ſhe often lays, ſtarving in a priſon in a foreign 


| country in ſhort, I cannot repeat the horrid 
images ſhe ſometimes conjures up; and often 


does ſhe think the moſt dreadful certainty 
would almoſt be preterable to our joint ſtate 


of ſuſpence. This is wandering ſtrangely 


? - from wy * my dear friend, the Duke 
5 continued. 
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continued, and depreſſing your ſpirits with 
my own diſheartening conjectures :—you 


know I told you a fatality attended my 
birth; and when I tell you I was born on the 


very night my father embarked for the Weſt 


Indies, baniſhed by the crimes and repeated 


duplicity of one of the greateſt villains in the 
world, from all he beld dear upon earth, you 


will allow I literally ſpoke the truth. Both 
my mother and I did very well, and for near 


three weeks ſhe was amuſed by various ex- 
cuſes, the Marechal fabricated daily, to ac- 


count for my father's abſence ; at the end of 
that time, ſhe grew ſo ſeriouſly uneaſy, he 


found he could no longer keep her in ſuſ- 
pence; ſhe was therefore, with the utmoſt 
precaution, informed her huſband had been 
killed in a duel with ſome unknown adver- 
fary : the farce of a mock funeral had actually 


been performed to deceive the world in ge- 


neral; and all the houſehold, except my 
mother's particular attendants, had been put 
in mourning : the Dowager had alſo played 
: wa = to the Marechal's ſatisfaction, and 
declared, 
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declared, as ſoon as her daughter in law was 
recovered from her lying: in, her intention of 
retiring into a convent; but my mother, 
like her unfortunate huſband, had nearly 
fallen a ſacrifice to my grandfather's plan to 
deceive her and the world; for ſix months 
ſhe was almoſt deprived of reaſon the 
thoughts of me alone attached her to life; 
and my grandfather,” compleatly - ſoftened by 
her ſufftrings, has repeatedly declared, had 
he thought this unfortunate couple were ſo 
ſincerely attached to each other, he would 
never have ſeparated” them; and I became 
almoſt his idol; and I muſt do him the juſ- 
tice to ſay he did all in his power to conſole 
my mother, and make me amends for the 
loſs J had ſuſtained through his miſtaken 
notions of honour. As ſoon as my mother 
Was capable of being removed, ſhe was efta- 
bliſhed in the Hotel de St. Firmin, and the 
Marquis put in poſſeſſion of the title of 
St. Piene and the annexed eſtates; and-1 
bore the ſecond title of the St. Firmin's fa- 
mily. The loſs of her huſband's fortune 
did 
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did not give my mother a moment's concern; 


ſhe knew I ſhould be ſufficiently rich when 


my grandfather died; and her own wants. 
were circumſcribed indeed! and the Mare- 
chal ſettled half his revenue upon her imme- 


diately. I have already told you ſhe ſuper- 


intended my education, and how ſhe fulfilled 
every maternal duty. Nothing material 
occurred till I had reached my tw-elfth year: 


my mother and myſelf, with my governor, 


and a ſmall ſuite of domeſtics, had for ſome 


years occupied a ſmall houſe within a league 


of Paris: the beſt maſters the capital afford- 
ed attended me daily; and as we had an 
excellent and extenſive garden, ſhe' thought | 
this retreat conducive both to my health and 


improvement : her amiable firſt friend Ma- 


dame de Neufpont and my grandfather 


were our ole vihtors. | 


* About the period I mention, one eyening 
in the month of June, I was reading to my 
mother in a ſmall pavillion at the end of our 


garden ; when we ſaw * grandfather enter 5 
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by a door we had in view ; he was growing 
old, and. various infirmities had rendered 
him very feeble ; he therefore always walked 


with the aſſiſtance of a ſmall crutch ftick, 


and generally very flow; but my mother 
' interrupted me by exclaiming, © Good hea- 
vens! what can be the matter? I have not 
ſeen my father walk ſo quick for ſome years: 
1 looked up, and faw him advancing with 
the utmoſt ſpeed : we were riſing to meet 
him, but his haſte, and the wildneſs of his 


looks, ſeemed to have rivetted my mother to 


the ſpot where ſhe ſtood : he flung himſelf 
into a chair, looked at each by turns, and 
endeavoured to ſpeak, but his voice was in- 
_ articulate, and he was breathleſs through the 
unuſual exertions he had made; we each 
ſeized a hand, and intreated him to explain 
the caule of his agitation : the ſirſt word he 


= uttered diſtinctly was, —“ I am the moſt 


| miſerable being upon earth; then flxing 


his eyes upon my mother,—* My deareſt 


OE. Heleſene !—my child! the comforter ot 


my old age !—it was I who occaſioned all 


) 


5 | your 


un 
he 


oſt 


ing 
reſt 
of 
all 


our 


your ſufferings ;—I who deprived you of 
one of the beſt of huſbands : no, France never 


produced his equal in any reſpect: I de- 


prived you, my darling Adolphus; of a father 
your every look and action conſtantly re- 
minds me of; and you have many times, 


my child, ſmote me very unintentionally for 
my cruelty, nay, barbarity towards that 
beſt and moſt injured man: Then, to our 
fill ſtreater conſternation, though both my 
mother and I were half petrified, he ſunk 


upon his knees, and with a fervour which will 
never be obliterated from my memory any 
more than the expreſſion of his countenance, 


at that awful- moment, with uplifted hands 
and eyes, preferred the following prayer to 


the throne of mercy: —* Almighty God! 
grant me but life to repair my criminal er- 
rors; and the reſt of my days ſhall be de- 
voted to penitence, and the ſervice of the 
poor.” With our joint aſſiſtance, though 


our agitation now almoſt equalled his own, 

{as till this moment my mother and mytelf 

firmly believed my father had been killed as 
VOL, 11. F reported, 
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reported) he roſe and reſumed his ſeat, re- 


mained filent for a few ſeconds, then ex- 
claimed, but that wicked, deceitful woman, 


Madame de St. Piene, has even more to 
anſwer for than myſelf.” My mother had 
too early learnt the hard taſk of bearing ſor- 
row with ſome degree of equanimity to be 
totally 'deprived of her preſence of mind ; 


he therefore, with a calmneſs ſhe could 


aſſume, and to diſguiſe feelings which were 


never more painful, intreated the Marechal to 


explain himſelf. © I have already told you, 
my child, it was I, hurried on by the moſt 
miſtaken zeal, * who deprived you of the 


man you fo tenderly loved, and whoſe loſs 


you have never ceaſed to deplore :—had ] 
- acted with any degree of prudence, I might 
have ſpared us all years of ſorrow ; but, my 
Heleſene, I have ſtill hopes and ſtill flatter 
myſelf, 1 may be able to repair the wrongs 

I have done you both.“ . 
| Can it be poſſible, my dear father, 


ſaid my now almoſt ted mother, 
„that 
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that my long regretted huſband ſtill lives? 


oh! why was I thus cruelly deceived— 
E relieve my anxiety—explain - yourſelf, my 
E dear Sir—conceive what my feelings are.“ 

- « My grandfather, ſtruck with her earneſt- 
© neſs, by way of giving eaſe to her burſting 
; heart, aſſured her in the ſtrongeſt terms it 
d was very poſſible, nay more than probable, 
re ſhe would again be bleſſed with her huſband's 
to preſence. A violent flow of tears came to 
u, her relief; and having drank a glaſs of water 


it WW I had ran to fetch, ſhe once more begged the 
he Marechal to proceed : he therefore, briefly 


oſs as poſſible, recapitulated what I have already, 
11 though infinitely more in detail, related to 
cht you: it would be impoſſible to attempt 

my giving you an idea of either my mother's or my 


own feelings during a recital which made us 
both look upon my father as more than mor- 
tal. When he had brought the ſtory down 
to this period, he thus proceeded ;—* That 
worſt of all villains, that old Joinville, who 
has been for this laſt twelve years in ſtrict 
1 _ confinement. 
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confinement at Vincennis, has many times, 
during the ſhort viſits the governor of that 


caſtle paid him, intreated in the moſl abject 


terms, to be allowed to ſee me, always {wear- 
ing he had a ſecret of the utmoſt importance 
to mine and your welfare, my child, to diſ- 
Cloſe to me. The governor ſeldom paid any 
attention to what he ſaid, but wearied by his 
continual importunities, and thinking at all 
events I ought to be acquainted with the 
wiretches' wiſh, mentioned it to me about 
two years ago; I put a decided negative 
upon the requeſt, thinking the old raſcal 
merely wiſhed to endeavour to deceive me 
again : however, about fix weeks ago, the 
Governor paid me a long vifit, and declared 
he firmly believed the old fellow had ſome 
| ſecret of importance upon his mind, and in- 


treated I would fee him, if only for ten mi- 


nutes, proteſting he ſhould think me very 
much to blame if I did not comply with his 
requeſt ; I had almoſt determined to viſit the 
caſtle: the next day, but was, as you muſt 
remember, taken ill with the rheumatiſm ; 
1 during 
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during my confinement the Governor's re- 


preſentations made a very ſtrong impreſſion 


upon my mind, and I reſolved to ſee Join- 


ville as ſoon as I was able. This very morn- 


ing, the Governor ſent me a note to inform 
me, the wretch was really very ill; and to 


entreat I would not refuſe to comply with 


the preſſing intreat ies he never ceaſed to make, 


to ſee me, and aſſured me he did not find 


the old man entertained the ſlighteſt expec- 
tations of being liberated, and really believed 
he meant to diſburthen his conſcience of 
ſome crime I was probably not yet acquaint- 


ed with. Upon receipt of this letter, I ſet 


out for Vincennis, called upon the Marquis 


de St. Hermine, no longer Duke de St. 


Piene :'—here my mother interrupted the | 
Marechal to intreat he would explain his 
 meaning.—* That your injured. and long 
exiled huſband, my child, whether living 
or not, was the wa} Duke de * Piene, 1 


have had —— 


At that time de Melac, Who had hors ; 
particularly attentive to the latter Fart of 


* 5 . : dhe 
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the ſtory, ſtarted from his chair and haſtened 
out of the room, ruſhed into the garden, and 


with equal ſpeed towards a. ſmall arbour 
out of ſight of the windows. The Duke, 
ſeriouſly alarmed and agitated by a thouſand 
confuſed notions, ſent Bertrand after him, 
who ſaw him as he came in fight of the ar- 
bour juſt rifing from his knees. Bertrand 
made a ſudden ſtop, but de Melac hav- 


ing heard ſome one advancing, came out 


to ſee who it was. and haſtened to meet the 
ſurgeon, who remarked his intelligent coun- 


tenance beaming with delight. Strength- 


ened in ſuſpicions he had began to form, 
Bertrand was at a loſs what to fay, till de 
Melac gueſſing why he had followed him, ſaid, 
% My dear friend return to the Duke, who 


muſt have thought me very rude, and make 
the beſt excuſes in your power for my abrupt 


exit; place it to whatever you think pro- 
per, and aſſure him I am all impatience 
to hear the end of his truly intereſting ſtory. 
I will follow you immediately, my ſtrange, 


unaccountable, unguarded ſpeeches and 
beha- 


h 
b 
P: 
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m 


th 


and aſſure the Duke I am coming.” 
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haviour I know has often aſtoniſhed you ; 
but a ſhort time will, I truſt, at leaſt excul- 


pate me from the charge of inſanity, to 


which I ſhould not wonder if you attributed 


many of my actions. Go in, dear Bertrand, 


J 


Bertrand did as he was ordered, and found 


the Duke in a reverie, revolving in his mind 
the agitation de Melac had diſplayed during 


his recital ; he paid but little attention to 
the incoherent excuſes the diſturbed ſtate o 
Bertrand's mind had allowed him to frame, 
but haſtily aſked him if he did not think the 
Receiver General was more intereſted in his 
family hiſtory than he choſe to acknowledge. 
Bertrand was at a loſs what to ſay, and was 
happily relieved from making any anſwer, 


by the return of de Melac, who made his 


excuſes for his haſty departure, for which he 
found very plauſible reaſons, and ſeemed in 
every reſpe& to have recovered his wonted 
calmneſs and placidity, intreated the Duke 
to proceed, ſaying, Jam anxious to learn 
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how. Joinville convinced the Marec al your 

father Was the real Duke de St St. Pie E, ſince 
even the Douager Ducheſs ; Was of 4 e 
opinion.“ 


Inſtead of going on with his Tory, the 
Duke faid, taking de Melac's hand, « Your 


feelings at different times, my amiable 
friend, have convinced me you were nat an 


abſolute ſtranger to many of the events 1 
have related. My father, I have every rea- 


ſon to ſuppoſe when he left France, went to 


the Weſt Indies ; there, perhaps you be- 

came acquainted, for from him alone you 
could have learned any part of our ſtrange 
hiſtory; he might not, perhaps, acknowledge 
bimſelf for reaſons very obvious to a mind 
like yours, for the hero of his tale. But 
have you any reaſons to ſuppoſe you ever 


ſaw him? Is it in your power to relieve the 


dreadful anxiety my mother and I have ſo 


long felt upon his account? Don't keep me 


in ſuſpenſe, my friend, through the miſtaken 


Wen of preparing me for agreeable tidings; 


k truſt 


ho 


e 
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I truſt T inherit ſome of my noble father's 


fortitude, and am confident it will not fat. 


me Re put to the en 7 


De Melac was in ſome meaſure prepared 
for theſe natural queſtions, the mere reſult of 


his own. agitation, which, notwithſtanding. 


the moſt painful efforts, he had found it im- 


poſſible to conceal from ſuch obſervers as the 
Duke and Bertrand; he therefore ſaid, “ I 
will not pretend to deceive you; I was no 
ſtranger to ſome of the anecdotes you have 
favoured me with; and it is poſſible, nay 
from what you have ſaid, very probable, 1 
had 925 information from your father.“ ? 


Bertrand looked diſkippointed ; but the 
Duke, eagerly graſping the hand he held, 
faid, Does he flill live, my friend? 8 

where can I find him Where | 


Let me entreat what J have faid; which 


was. merely. founded upon conjecture, may : 


not thus agitate your Grace. To give you 


hopes it may never be in my Power to rea- 


E + 0 lize, 


106 : 'PALMIRA 


lize, Was be cruel beyond: meaſure; but 1 


have many friends in Guadaloupe, and 
through ſome of them I may, perhaps, be 
able to trace what is become of the perſon 
from whom I many years ago learned part 
of the ftory you have been relating ; but 
theſe ſearches and inquiries will require 
time, therefore diſplay that fortitude you no 


doubt poſleſs, and endeavour to wait with 
patience the reſult of my exertions to ſerve 


you. In the mean while let me intreat you 
- would favour me with the heads of the ſtew- 
ards confeſſion, and what was the final reſult 
of his laſt declaration. It is rather mate- 
rial I ſhould be able to tranſmit all the in- 
formation in my power upon this ſubject, to 
the friend I mean to employ upon thus 1 im- 
portant occaſion.“ 

.. * Undoubtedly, my beſt friend, 7 ſaid the 


0 Duke; „and we will then concert how 
we ought to act. You don't know what 
a weight you have alread 7 removed. from 


my heart. 


Theſe 


fic 


eſe 
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Theſe are the heads of Joinvilie's 10 | 
on, as near as I can remember, 


At the time of my father's birth, he poſ- 


ſeſſed the unbounded confidence of both the 


Duke and Ducheſs ; but I ſhould obſerve, 


that by one of theſe ſtrokes of Providence 


we erring mortals often allow to paſs unob= 


ſerved, Madame la Marechale de L'Hotel- 


ſain, the ſiſter of Madame de St. Piene, and 


who was of courſe preſent upon ſuch an o- 


caſion, was one of the moſt ſuperſtitious bi- 
gotted women perhaps ever known ; ſhe had 
no children, which ſhe ſolely attributed to 
ſome wicked people having caſt a ſpell upon 
her during her childhood: in ſhort, to this 
day ſhe believes as firmly as ſhe does in her 
creed, in witches, ſorcerer*, and a hundred 
more abſurdities ; and by way of averting, 
as ſhe ſuppoſed, every evil ſuch beings have 
in their power to inflict upon us poor frail 
mortals, ſhe inſiſted upon marking my father, 
with a key of little leſs efficacy, in her opi» 
nion, than thoſe in the Poſſeſſion of our Holy 


N ather: : 
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Father: this key ſhe had purchaſed of a 
monk, who kad taken advantage of her folly, 
and endowed it with a thouſand virtues it 
evidently never poſſeſſed, or my father had 


now been in France and with his wife and 


child. He was, however, ſcarified upon the 
right ſhoulder by this pious lady, withina few 
hours after his birth; and the key was-cer- 
tainly (for 1 have been favoured with a ſight 
of it) of ſo ſtrange a form it was not a very: 
_ eaſy matter, nor even poſſible, to imitate with 
any thing elſe the mark it made. 


A But to return to Joinville he had recom- 
mended the firſt nurſe who attended my fa- 
ther, whoſe milk, at the end of a month it 


was thought, did not agree with the infant; 
- he therefoae introduced a younger woman, 
1 who had been brought to bed On the very 


ſame day with the Ducheſs, and who was in 
reality the perſon he kept, and her character 
: correſponded with his own. It was ſettled, 
that her own child ſhould: be put out to 
- nurſe, and ſhe was ſent with her young 

De. charge 
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charge to a ſmall houſe near Paris, and 
Joinville was placed over her as a ſort of ſu- 

perintendant to ſce ſhe did her duty, and as 

he had hinted the neceſſity of ſuch a precau- 


tion. The Duke and Ducheſs de St. 


Piene ſeldom viſited their ſon; and almoſt 
immediately aſter he was entruſted to this 


vile woman and her ſtill more guilty para- 


mour, they agreed to exchange the children, 


as by this means they ſhould not only make 
their ſon's but their own fortunes ; for when 


he came of age, Joinville meant to make 
him ſenſible of his power; and unfortu- _ 
nately my grandmother's dread of being re- 
duced to her jointure only, allowed him to 


deceive both her. and my father, as I have 


already related. The young Marquis was 


placed in the hands of a hale peaſant near 


where this loving couple refided, and for 
ſome time every thing went on as they could 
wiſh. When the young Marquis was about 
fix months old, his father, the Duke de St. 
Piene died ſuddenly; and about the ſame 
time Joinville's child went off in convulſions, 
The plan as originally contrived by Joinville 
and his Faramour, was thus fruſtrated ; and 


% 
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in order to hold a ſituation which was ſo 


agreeable to them, is was neceſſary again to 


re- place the young Marquis, but to keep in 
ignorance the Ducheſs de St. Piene. They 
therefore ſent to the peaſant's for the young 
child (which had paſſed for their own) and 
in the ſpace of two days, informed the 


nurſe of the ſudden death of the boy ſoon 


after he came home. 


<3 T hus was my 1 0 reinſtated i in his ho- 
nours ; the mark he bore had never given 
them a moment's uneaſineſs, as they meant, 


had any enquiries been made, if their ſon 


bad lived, to fay it was worn away, and to 
make a ſlight cicatrice upon his ſhoul- 

der, to give credit to their aſſertion. De- 
ceived in all the ſanguine hopes he had 


formed, Joinville ſet his fertile brain to work; 


and having thoroughly penetrated Madame 


de St. Piene's diſpoſition, ventured to play 


upon her credulity, as has been already men- 
tioned. She eagerly caught at the propo- 


ſal of changing the children, and was very 
: happy when the learned it was already done, 
FT e 1 1 5 and 
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and that Joinville had, he aſſured her, con- 
trived to mark his child exactly ſo like the 

young Marquis, that it could no be diſtin- 
guiſhed. Now, had ſhe treated fo baſe a 

wretch as he deſerved, he acknowledged he 
would have confeſſed the real truth; thus 


would ſhe have ſaved herſelf and her ſon 
any years miſery. 


4 think 1 told you my grandfather took 


the Marquis de St. Hermine to Vincennis, 
and the weak old man was unwilling to be- 
lieve a ſtory which muſt neceſſarily deprive 
him of what was become dearer to him than 
life; he therefore ſaid this was more likely to 
be a fiction than the firſt tale: who was to 
know whether my father, who would pro- 
bably never more be found, and was moſt 
likely dead, bore the mark which could alone 
ſerve to convince him he was ſon to the 
Duke de St. Piene? The Marechal was by 
no means of his way of thinking, as he very 
juſtly obſerved, this confeſſion rather added 
to Joinville's guilt; though my father was 

not perhaps in France, he might be found 
Join- 


22 rain 


Joinville, willing as far as lay in his power, 
to repair the numerous crimes he had com- 
mitted, ſaid the woman with whom he coha- 
hited, and who had nurſed the young Mar- 
quis, would put the truth of what he had 
advanced beyond a doubt, if ſhe was ſtill in 
being. When he was ſeized, ſhe. kept a 


{mall hore! garnie in the Rue Dauphine ; ſhe 4 
was immediately ſent for, and fortunately 


was ſtill living in the ſame houſe, and was 


brought from thence to Vincennis, and 
queſtioned apart by the Marechal and Mar- 


quis, told her accomplice had made his con- 
feſſion, and threatened her with their ven- 
geance if ſhe did not either confute or affirm 
the ſtory he had advanced, and it was evident 


they could not have agreed upon what they 
mutually were to ſay, and her ſtory tallied in 


every reſpect, even in the minuteſt circum- 


ſtances with the one Joinville had related. 
There could no longer exiſt a doubt of the 


truth; and the Marechal as eager to recal 


as he had been to baniſh my father, almoſt 
forced the Marquis to accompany him im- 


8. mediately 
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mediately to Verſailles. where the whole ad- 
venture was laid before our gracious Mo- 


narch, who inſtantly ordered my uncle. to 


ſurrender all my father's eſtates, &c. to me, 


and to relinquiſh the title he had borne for 
the laſt twelve years, and gave the Marechal 
orders to cauſe the ſtricteſt enquiries to be 


made for my much injured father, and ad- 


viſed him to reveal the horrid ne to Ly 
mother.“ 


« « Thus concluded my grandfather's ſtory, 
and ſhocked as my mother had been during 
its recital, the hopes ſhe began to entertain 
of once more ſeeing the man ſhe had ſo fer- 
vently adored, made her almoſt forgive the 

Marechal. I immediately aſſumed the title 
of de Franval; and my mother was put in 
. paſſeſſion of my father's revenues, which 

have ever been looked upon as a ſacred truſt 

by us both. Year after year rolled on, and 
we ſtill continued in the ſame ſtate of ſuſ- 
pence, At fourteen I went into the genus 
D'armes, and at cighteen, not to revive. my 

mother 8 
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mother's grief, and by way of making her 
ſome amends for her paſt ſufferings, the King 
was graciouſly pleaſed to create me Duke de 
_ Civrac, and to give me the command of a 
regiment I was permitted to beſtow that 
name upon. - My grandfather has been dead 


_ fix years; he lingered out a miſerable exiſt- 


ence from the time he heard Joinville's con- 
feſſion, hoping daily to be blefſed with the 


fight of my father; aſſuring us all he ſhould | 
not die eaſy if he did not receive his forgive- 


neſs: that was denied him: he left me his 
| ſole heir; and from the retired life he had 


led for the laſt eighteen years, his fortune was 
greatly encreaſed. I wiſhed to continue to 


divide his revenues with my mother: this 
ſhe would no longer allow; and fince ſhe 
has been in poſſeſſion of my father's eſtates, 
the expences have never exceeded what 
would have been her jointure, had ſhe, as 


| ſhe long apprehended, been the ſurvivor : 


as for myſelf, I am already richer than moſt 
. our nobility yet I may venture to aſſert 
that luxuries have had but few charms for 
25 ; 'F 4 5 | 9 KS ; | | me, 
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. me, while I ſuppoſed, and that doubt is not 


yet cleared, my father was in want ; there- 
fore, my dear de Melac, as I have given you 
all the information 1n my power, let me in- 


treat you would be. equally communicative 


reſpecting the perſon you have given me ſuch 
room to believe was my long lamented, 


much regretted father : 1f you have really 


any reaſon, to believe he till lives, I will ſet 


out immediately for Guadaloupe, though I 
would not have my mother for the world 
- acquainted with the purport of my journey: 
another diſappointment would indubitably 
break her heart. I know I ſhall beable to 


get leave of abſence for a twelvemonth, if 


neceflary. The King has long partially diſ- 
tinguiſhed me; and when acquainted with 
my errand, - would be the firſt to haſten my 


departure. 


Don't keep me in bulpevce, my 1 


| 504 Judge of my anxiety by what your's 
would be in a fimilar ſituation.” 
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De Melac was revolving ſo many different 
hb in his mind, he hardly attended to 
the Duke's words ; ; till Bertrand intreated 
his patient to be calm, and ' reminded the 
Receiver-General how neceſſary it was for 
him to either raiſe or depreſs the hopes he 


had given; thereſore, turning to the Duke, 


The gentleman's ſtory whom I have ſuch 
reaſon to believe was your Grace's father, 
tallied tn every reſpe& with the one you 
have deſcribed.” | 


Then he muſt have been my father,” 


| interrupted the Duke de Civrac; „he 
elſe could have been ſo vnfortunate ?—Pro- 


1 ceed, my dear friend, proceed! 


This gentleman left France about four 
and twenty years ago; he had evidently 
lived in the very firſt circles, and had been 
bleſſed with a moſt amiable wife, whom he 
ſuppoled had fallen a victim to his mother 
and fteward's duplicity : he quitted his 


native country by the defire, or rather orders, 
of the Marechal de St. Firmin; for that 


| name has long been familiar to me; and 


Wa :;& 
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only wiſhed to hide himſelf in a deſert, if 


poſſible, or in any place where he might 
never be heard of more: all parts of the 


globe were equal to him; and had Provi- 


dence ſo ordered, would as readily ſet ſail for 
Nova Sembla, as the Weſt Indies. Reli- 
gion ſupported him under ſuch complicated 
misfortunes.; and, as your grandfather ob- 
ſerved, conſciouſneſs that he had done his 
duty, and when he finds himſelf bleſt with 


ſuch a fon, how amply will he be repaid for 


all his former ſufferings. You already 
know he was very amply _ provided with 
money; and the Marquis had forced many 
other valuable preſents upon him: he em- 
barked, as you learnt, on board the firſt 


veſſel that preſented itſelf, bound for St. 


Domingo, and landed at Port au Prince; 


but not liking the iſland, and fancying his 


retreat might be diſcovered by the infor- 


mation of the ſailors, he once more commit- 15 
ted himſelf to the winds and waves, and was 
landed at Guadaloupe, which pleaſed him 


much better than St. Domingo. There 
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he determined to take up his ds; and 

endeavoured to get ſome employment, know- 
ing nothing was ſo likely to baniſh from his 
mind reflections on the paſt. Few men 
certainly ever experienced a greater revo- 
lution of fortune in ſo ſhort a time; luckily 
he was a tolerable good accomptant, though 
totally unacquainted with trade, and hoped, 
with attention, to be ſoon 41 fait in a count- 


ing-houſe ; he placed part of his money in 


the hands of a very capital planter a ſuf- 
ficient recommendation to induce that gen- 
tlemen to receive him among his clerks. 

His aſſiduity ſoon gained him the eſteem of 
his maſter, who gave him every encourage- 
ment to perſevere in the plan he had adopted. 
The merchant was an elderly man, though 


he had but juſt married a very young woman, 
the daughter of one of his French correſ- 


pondents. At the end of two years this 
gentleman died, leaving his young widow 
the miſtreſs of all his property, which was 
very conſiderable. Involved in buſineſs ſhe 


very little underſtood, my friend at this time 
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at the head of her affairs, promiſed to exert 
himſelf in her behalf, if ſhe choſe to continue 


in trade: ſhe meant to try how it would 


anſwer, ſhe {aid ; defiring he would give her 
in an exact account of what ſhe was then 
worth ; and, at the end of a twelvemonth, 


| the ſhould be better able to decide. My 
friend applauded her intention; for though 


very young, ſhe was very prudent; and 


though her's had been in every reſpect A 
marriage of convenience, ſhe had done 
honour to the connubtal ſtate : ſhe poſſeſſed 
an excellent temper and great judgment; 
and was perfectly qualified to ſhine in the 


ſituation Fortune had placed her in; though 


not bleſſed with ſhining talents, her innate 


worth made ample amends for that defi- 


ciency. 


The year of trial ſoon flipped away; and 
on the day it ended, the accounts were put 


into her hands before ſhe enquired for them: 


ſhe ret ired to peruſe them, and found hs 
profits more than equalled her expectations; 
N a 
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the madintely ſent for her head clark: and, 
to cut my ſtory ſhort, invited him to be- 
come her partner, not only in trade, but for 
life. Thinking himſelf totally free, and at- 
tached to the line he had entered into, my 
friend, ſenſible of the honour did him, and 
equally ſo of her worth and the purity of her 
morals, accepted her kind offers WE ha E 
married 45 and have had three children.“ 


The Duke ſtarted 1 8 in bed, flung his 


| co de Melac, exclaiming, You are 
my father—my dear and long loſt father!“ 


De Melac, or more properly the Duke de 
St. Piene, met his ſon's embrace, and ſoon 
convinced him he was not miſtaken in his 
- conjectures. Though the young Duke, 

whom we ſhall in future diſtinguiſh by the 
name of Adolphus, was in ſome meaſure 
' Prepared for this happy event, he was not 
near ſo much ſo as his father, who had long 
been acquainted with their relationſhip: he 
was therefore the firſt to recover, and, alarm- 


ed for what ae be che conſequences of 
ſuch 


* 
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ſack a diſcovery in his ſon's invalid ſtate, 
intreated him to lie down again. This cir- 


cumſtance drew Bertrand, who had long 


ſuſpected the ſecret now diſcloſed, from the 
window, whither he had retired to give 
vent to the overflowing of his heart upon 


ſo joyful an occaſion; -he ſoon prepared 
ſomething for his patient, and inſiſted upon 


his lying down : Adolphus did as he defired, 
but declared he wanted no more cordials ; 
he was quite recovered, and would ſet out 
tor Paris the very next morning.. | 


00 No ot quite ſo faſt, my dear ſon,” faid the 
Duke; © allow me to enjoy the bleſſing 
Divine Providence has in ſtore for me: if 
your anxiety to reſtore me to my wife ſhould 
deprive us both of a ſon, it would have been 


far better we had never met: I ſhall certainly 
think every moment an hour till I again en- 
joy the ſight of the woman I fo long believed 
dead; but as ſhe is as much as ever in igno- 
rance of my deſtiny, a af or two more or - 


leſs cannot be an object. F741 5] 
vol. 11. 8 1 have 
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« ] have no will but yourz, my dear fa- 
ther,” ſaid Adolphus; © God forbid I ſhould 
ever again cauſe a moment's ſorrow to ei- 
ther; but my happineſs will not be com- 
plete till I fee you again reſtored to my dear 
mother. But why have you, I may ſay wan- 
tonly, ſo long retarded that happy event? 
Lou muſt have known I was your {on a very 
ſhort time after we became acquainted. 4; 
« But not that I was Duke de St. Piene, 
5 my Adolphus; and nothing ſhort of that 
conviction ſhould ever have made me di- 
| Cloſe a ſecret I was afraid, till within this half 
hour, would lower you in the eyes of the 
world. I have, as you obſerve, long known 
you was my fon ; and have never let a day 
Taſs fince I became thus wite, without POUr- 
| ing out my gratitude to the giver of all 
-goodneſs {or ſuch a bleſſing. But judge 
what my reflections have been ſince I diſco- 
vered bow gro sy I had been duped by the 
the Mar rechal de St. Firmin and my uncle; 


R they have certainly, though I mult freely for- 
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thought, to enter into a ſecond engagement. 
Providence is certainly juſt in all its decrees; 
; for what muſt have been my feelings had 
. Madame de Melac been now living ; though 


r in that caſe I ſhould moſt probably never 
have quitted Guadaloupe. But in what 


| eyes of Madame de St. Piene, particularly 


daughters, whoſe birth will not probably be 
deemed illegitimate, and whoſe grandmo- 
ther cannot boaſt of her anceſtors.” 

* You wrong my mother, and the world, 
my dear father,” ſaid Adolphus ; © your ſe- 
| cond engagement was the mere refult of the 
accumulated feries of deceptions you were 
| made the victim of; your children, whom 
am convinced Madame de St. Piene 


courſe ennobles them, and I ſhall ever be 


mence has long been of that nature; and I 


light will my ſecond marriage appear in the 


when ſhe learns I have another fon and two 


will look upon as her own, will never be 
| reckoned illegitimate; your rank of 


proud of acknowledging my ſiſters and bro- 
tbers. My regard for Erneſtine and Cle- 


truſt this revolution in his proſpects will in- 
3 . dnce 
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duce you to permit Bazile to enter the ſer- 
vice, where a few years will, I have no doubt, 
make him every thing you can wiſh.“ 

« May your propheſy be accompliſhed, 
my generous Adolphus ; but for the preſent 
1 wiſh my rank to remain a ſecret to my 
cther children, and my Dunkirk friends and 
2Cquaintance. In a few days our worthy 
iriend here, looking at Bertrand, has aſſured 
me you wiil be able to travel ; you would 
not, 1 am ſure, wiſh your mother to ſee you 

till you have recovered your wonted colour, 
and thoſe bandages would ſtrangely damp 
ber joy; believe me, as I ſaid before, I am 
as anxious to fee her as you can be to in- 


troduce me; and When you can appear 


without giving her any cauſe for alarm, I 
thall be ready to accompany you; a very 
few days will be ſufficient to enable me to 
lettle my affairs at Dunkirk, or rather to put 
matters in train for delivering up my ac- 
co 'r:ts to my ſucceſſor. Of my daughters 
I ſhall ever be proud, and I truſt nci- 
ther you, nor your mother, my Adolphus, 
will ever have cauſe to bluſh for them ; 

but 
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but as for Bazile, I an. alt tempted. - 


to believe ſometimes, that like myſelf, 
he was changed in his cradle, for he cer- 
tainly hears no reſemblance to either father 
or mother; I mean to {ſend him to Havre 
for the preſent ; he has ſome diſtant mater - 


nal relations there, who have long wiſhed to 


fee us, and a viſit to them will amuſe him, 
and keep him out of the way for a time; 1 
ſhould not chooſe to leave him behind me 
at Dunkirk ; for Heaven knows what follies 


he might be guilty of while he knew I was 


at ſuch a diſtance ; my girls will be very ſafe 
under the care of Madame de St. Franval.” 

«© Therefore, my good friend Bertrand,” the 
Duke proceeded, taking him by the hand, 
« Lam ſtill the Receiver General; and I be- 
lieve yon can now account for theſe com- 
plaints you acknowledged. your {kill could 
not reach. I have certainly had ſome hard 
ſtruggles to keep this ſecret, particularly dur- 
ing our journey to Ypres.” 


My dear Adolphus, you ſometimes very un- 


conſciouſly probed my heart to the very quick; 


but you are now acquainted with my reaſons 
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for not diſcovering myſelf ſooner, and vou 
muſt allow I had ſome merit; for who would 


not be proud of the relationſhip, though I can 
hardly perſuade myſelf even now I am your 


father. But my mother, unhappy woman! 


ſhe till lives 1 underſtand ; where does ſhe 
reſide, and how does ſhe do? I have long for- 
given the Ducheſs Dowager de St. Piene; and 
I could almoſt find eitcaſes for my mother ; 

ſhe was very young when {he ſuffered herſe'f 
to be led aftray by the ſeducing arguments 
of the ſpecious Joinville ; that fellow was a 
complete villain, and I hardly know of any 
' puniſhment adequate to his crimes. But 


my mother was attached to the pleaſures of 


this world, and what was more natural at 
her age; I won't ſay that put to ſimilar 
trials, 1 ſhould have acted as ſhe did, be- 
cauſe [ truſt J have given proofs how much 
dearer honour was to me than fortune, or 
every bleſſing this world could beſtow ; till, 
if ſhe proved unequal to the taſk when put 


to the teſt, I ought to be the firſt to draw a 


veil over her frailties, and we 228 aſfuredly 


participate; in our e Joy" 
15 Lam 
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te J am certain ſhe will, my dear father. 


Of late years ſhe has evidently been a true 
penitent, and voluntarily retired to the Ya 


de Grace“ ſoon after her ſecret was diſco- 


vered to the Marechal and Marquis, and 


” 


your ſuppoſed death afforded her an excel- 
lent pretence. I will try to be as charitable. 


as you are, fince you are no longer likely to 


be a ſufferer through her weakneſs ; but 


while I had reaſon to dread that was the caſe, 


I could not have faid I forgave her from the 


bottom of my ſoul; yet I have frequently | 


heard; and I don't like to reflect upon the 


paſt. We have ſo much happiness in ſtore ; 
for us, we ought only to look forward 


and anticipate the pleaſures we have to 


viſited her of late years, and have often heard 
her expreſs the moſt bitter regret upon your 
account. Her prayers have no doubt been 


come; but for the preſent, my dear Sir, I ö 


wiſh you would try to get a little mr, 15 


know you mult be GUT: Fe 


*® Convent founded by . Je La Valiere, miſtreſs to 


Lewis the 14th, in the Fauxbourg St. Jaques. 
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The Duke, to oblige his ſon, agreed to-his 
requeſt ; and once more, when alone, re- 
turned his thanks where they were moſt due, 


for this: wonderful ſecond revolution he had 


experienced. On the next day a carriage 
was ſent for from Dunkirk, and on the third, 
Adolphus being ſufficiently recovered, they 
{et out upon their return; Bertrand pre- 
ceded them on horſeback. Before he left 
Roſebrugge, the Duke de St. Piene made 
every poor heart rejoice, in memory, he ſaid, 
of the miraculous eſcape the Duke de Civ- 


rac and himſelf had had. Adolphus was 


firſt ſet down at his own lodgings, where a 


number of his officers were waiting his arri- | 


val, knowing he was expected, and each 
anxious to expreſs his joy he was ſo well re- 
covered from the conſequences of his dread- 
ful accident. While his happy father went 
forwards to his own houſe, he ſeemed to 


tread on air, and embraced his daughters 


with even more than his accuſtomed tender- 
neſs; they had no need to enquire, as they 


obſerved, how the Duke de Civrac did, his 
looks convinced them he was much better; 


he 
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he aſſured them he was very much reco- 


vered; and having paid his compliments to 


Madame de Franval, and received thoſe of 


Bazile, he went into his office, ſoon ſettled 
his buſineſs there, and returned to ſpend the 
evening with his Adolphus. 


CHAP. 


Next morning he told Baile he intended 
to fend him to Havre de Grace for a month 
or fix weeks; it was a compliment due to 


his. maternal relations, which could no longer 


be deferred with any propriety. He could 
not have made his ſon a more agreeable pro- 


poſal; he had long deteſted the counting- 


| houſe, and this journey would releaſe him 


from that drudgery, at leaſt for a time. At 
Havre he ſhould have no one to controul 
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him ; he ſhould have an opportunity to ex- 
hibit in the character of a fine gentleman ; a 


| Characer he thought e ſo well quali- 
Hed to ſhine 1 in. 


The Duke 15 been rather undecided as 
to how he ſhould allow him to perform this 
journey. It would ſoon be generally known 
he was the younger ſon to a nobleman; 
ſtill he by no means wiſhed to increaſe Ba- 
zile's pride. At laſt he determined be 
| ſhould go in the Barque to St. Omers, where 
he had ſome buſineſs for him to tranſact, and 
thete he was to hire a light cabriolet to pro- 
ceed from thence poſt to Havre: to have 
- a fervant at his own command was a luxury 
he bad never yet allowed him; nor did he 
chuſe to ſend one with him to Havre, where 
he withed him to appear in every reſpe& 


fg like the ſon of the Receiver General of Dun- 


kirk, Having thus told Bazile his inten- 
tions, this wiſe youth took the firſt oppor- 
tunity to fly to his dear Berenger, eager to 
1 bis waPey profpeRts to his faithful 

| ee: 
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Arhates. This young man had told him 
only the day before, his maſter was going to 
ſend him into Artois for orders; he was 


therefore delighted with Bazile's intelligence, 
and enquired when he ſet out, as he was 
going to St. Omers, and in the Barque in 
four days himſelf. Bazile's departure had 


been fixed a day ſooner, but they ſoon 
agreed he ſhould uſe a fineſſe which would 


enable him to wait for his friend, as they 
promiſed themſelves excellent fun from this 


jaunt, particularly if taken in each others 
company; and Bazile had every reaſon to 


ſuppoſe, as he told Berenger, his father 
would come down handiomely upon the oc- 
caſion. The ſhoe-maker, therefore, accord- 


ing to the orders, and by way of earning the 


bribe he had received from Bazile, ſent a 


| thouſand excuſes the over. night of his in- 


tended departure, proteſting the man who 
was making his boots had been taken very 


ill, and thus it would not be poſſible for him 


to get them finiſhed before nine o clock the 


the next morning, at which hour Bazile 
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might depend upon having them. The 
Barque left Dunkirk at ſeven : this would, 
therefore, be too late. Bazile, who had 
Purpoſely had this meſſage brought him in 
his father's preſence, affected paſſion ſo well, 
that the Duke gave him a ſevere reprimand, 


and ſaid the buſineſs he was going upon was 
not of ſuch importance to make his ſetting. 
off a day ſooner or later of any conſequence. 


Suffice it to ſay, he gained his point, re- 


__ ceived his father's inſtructions, and a much 
larger ſum of money than he had expected; 
took leave of his grandmother with more 
than uſual civility ;. and promiſed to deliver 
various meſſages ſhe made him the bearer of, 
very. punctually; made his adieus to his 
father and ſiſters over night; and, at the 
appointed hour, ſtepped on board the Bark. 
Berenger had preceded him, and choſe to 
keep out of ſight till they were under way, 
fearful the Receiver General might accom- 
pany his ſon to ſee him embark; but he 


came alone, and having his baggage put on 
board, 
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board, fat off in full glee. He was not to ſtay 
more than one day at St. Omers, which he 
was to ſpend at a friend of his father's, and 
proceed the morning after, writing an account 
of the buſineſs he had tranſacted with all ex- 
pedition to Havre. 


The Receiver- General had began to put 


his affairs in order, immediately after his 
return to Dunkirk, preparatory to the jour- 


ney he was going to take; and in four days 


after Bazile's departure, was ready to ſet 


out. His clerks all received proper inſtruc- 
tions; and he told Madame de Franval be 


ſhould moſt likely be abſent longer than he 


had given them reaſon to ſuppoſe; but that 
ſhe would, in that caſe, have his orders 


tranſmitted from time to time. 


| - Adakaling had pretty well . the 


effects of his overturn: a black ribbon, 
which Bertrand had aſſured him he might 
ſoon leave off, perfectly concealed the 
wound upon his temple; 4 yet he parti- 

cularly 
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cularly intreated the. Duke de St. Piene not 
to ſuffer his ſon to travel too fait; as he 
had every reaſon to ſuppoſe he had received 
an inward bruiſe; wi ich he would be anſwer- 
able, with proper precaution, would be of 
no conſequence, but which might become 


dangerous, if not attended to. The leaſt. 


idea of danger was more than ſufficient to 
alarm this now truly happy father; and he 
wiſhed very much to have poſtponed their 


departure; but Adolphus was ſo anxious to 


be upon the road, and fo poſitive in his 
aſſurances that he was quite recovered, that 
the Duke determined not to reſtrain his 


laudable impatience, and agreed to ſet out 


at the appointed time. No two people 
could be happier than the father and ſon; 
though the Duke de St. Piene's joy was 
rather damped at the moment of their depar- 


ture, by Bertrand's renewing his intreaties 


they would not hurry too much upon the 


road; and expreſſing his hopes that Adol- 
Phus would conſult with La Martiniere the 


moment he arnved at Paris, 


The 
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The Duke would have found it as diffi- 
cult to define the regard he felt for this dar- 
ling ſon, as Adolphus did to expreſs the love 
he bore his truly amiable and deſerving 
mother. Strongly attached to his other 
children, particularly to his daughters, his 
Grace was certainly very excuſable in giving 
a ſuperior preference to the fon of Madame 
de St. Piene : the leaſt idea that there was a 
_ poſſibility his late accident might be attended 
with dangerous conſequences, alarmed him 
beyond expreſſion ; {till he flattered himlelf 
he ſhould not have the almoſt overflowing 
cup of felicity daſhed from his lips juſt as he 
was once more beginning to taſte it. What 
a ſubject for reflection did the virtues of this 
ſon of his ever dear Heleſene afford him !— 
What a comfort he muſt have proved to that 5 
amiable woman, who ſeemed to have formed 
kis heart and mind after the model of her 
own; yet what an excellent diſpoſition, and 
he principles he muſt poſſeſs to have thus 
made, as he appeared always to have done, 
| her will his law. How many young men, 


£ independent 
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independent as he had been for the laſt fix 


years, would have paid no attention either to 
a mother's wiſhes or advice, He was next 


ſtruck with the idea of his revenues having 


always been held ſacred by both mother and 
' fon, from the hopes they entertained he 
might yet return to enjoy them; in fact, 


bo great a right both, or either, had to 


ſpend them. He therefore determined to 
convince his Adolphus he had not been de- 
ceived in the high opinion he appeared to 
| have formed of his diſintereſtedneſs and 


generoſity, by making over one half of his 


income to him the moment he was reinſtated 


in his hereditary poſſeſſions. He knew his 
fon did not want, and was far from requiring 


ſuch a proof of his regard, but he almoſt 
thought it an incumbent duty. The for- 
tune derived from Madame de Melac, and 
what he had accumulated in merchandize, 


made him yery rich for a private gentleman ; 
indeed his income was infinitely larger than 


Bazile had even ſuſpected, or he would not 


5 have been ſo amenable to his father as he 


was; 
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was; and this part of his wealth the Duke 
meant to divide between his three younger 
children. 


2 


They flept the firſt night at St. Ormes; 
Adolphus wiſhed to have gone further, but 
his father could not conſent to his propoſal; 
he had wrote to his mother to let her know 
he ſhould ſet out for Paris rather ſooner than 
he had intended, but could not fix the day 
upon which he was likely to reach that city; 
therefore intreated ſhe would not expect him 
till ſhe ſaw him. He wrote thus, fearful 

ſhe would give him the meeting either upon 
the road, or at his hotel; and he wiſhed to 
prepare her by degrees for the happinels that 


| - awaited her, dreading what might be the 


effects of a ſudden furprize, much as he 
longed to preſent his father to her. The 
weather was ſtill very warm, but not near ſo 
oppreſſive to the Duke de St. Piene, owing 
to his long reſidence in the Weſt-Indies, as 
to his fon; but, infinitely more anxious 
about his health and convenience than his 
own, 
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own, he propoſed their leaving St. Ormes 
early the next morning, and lying by, during 


the heat of the day, at Boulogne. This 


Adolphus readily agreed to. They had no 
reaſon to fear overtaking Bazile, though he 


was to proceed as far as Abbeville upon the 


road they were going ; for he had wrote to 
his father word he had finiſhed his buſineſs 


at St. Ormes, and ſhould proceed next day 


to Havre, where 7 preſumed he was by 


this time arrived. 


During their morning's ride, Adolphus 


was ſometimes thoughtful: this his father 
remarked, though he was hardly conſcious 


of it himſelf. A few diſagreeable reflections, 


the reſult of his late journey to Ypres, would 
intrude upon his mind : the Duke, wiſhing 
to divert his attention, reverted to ſome paſt 
incidents Adolphus was not impertedtly Ac- | 
quainted with, relative to his marriage with 

| his mother. 


- 


-,100 1 have always underſtood, my dear Sir,“ 
ſaid Adolphus, with a ſmile, « your's was a 
mar- 
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marriage of conveniance; yet I have heard 


you very lately condemn fuch matches as 
are not my to contribute to the felicity of 
either party.” 

« And I am ſtill of that opinion, my 
Adolphus; though there certainly are ex- 


ceptions to all general rules. Your mother 


and myſel{ were one of the happieſt couples 
who ever met at the altar, till fate choſe to 


ſeparate us; yet, as you obſerve, our mar- 


+ riage had been planned TY before we faw 
each other.“ i Drs 


"Then 1 certainly have every chance of 


being happy with Madame de Moncove, 
whole diſpoſition my mother has helped to 


form, no doubt, after the model of her own; 


and Madame de Neufpont is a moſt amiable 


woman: her daughter moſt likely inherits 


ſome of her excellent qualities.“ 


„Still ſhe may be either too grave « or too 
gay, in your opinion; indeed I have ſometimes 
known the beſt diſpoſitions on each ſide not 
happy when United; therefore let me adviſe 
you to 1 0 her temper and inclination with 


care 
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care and attention before you lead has to the 
altar; — don't fign your contract on the 


night you are introduced to her, and marry 


her the next evening. This J can aſſure, 
I had never ſeen a woman for whom 1 


had felt even the lighteſt preferance, when 1 


was introduced to Heleſene de St. Firmin; 


and you may judge from the remarks you 


have been enabled to make, as you grew up, 
and from what ſhe now is — what your 
mother was at ſeventeen : now ſhall you be 
able to lay your hand upon your heart and 
ſay as much, when preſented to Palmira de 
Moncove? My queſtion may be too ab- 
rupt; but, intereſted as I am in your future 
welfare, believe me, it merely ariles from the 
ſincere wiſh I feel to promote it in any, nay. 
in every ſhape :—remember you ſelected me 
for your friend before I dared acknowledge 
'our relationſhip ; and I ſhall. ever glory in 
| the firſt title nay, were I obliged to chuſe 


between the co. ſhould profer it to the 


hf. 


« I ſhall never 3 them, my dear . 5 


for tun confidence i is one of the moſt en- 


dearing 


0 


1 
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dearing ties between parents and children of 


any age. I was early taught this doctrine; 


but really in the preſent inſtance I hardly 


dare ſcrutinize my heart or my feelings: I 


have been long, by my own conſent, engaged 
to Palmira de Moncove ; ſhe is beautiful and 


accompliſhed ; and what is ſtill more in her 


favour, my mother has attended, as much 
as lay in her power, to her education, and 


certainly would not ſpeak ſo highly in her 


praiſe, if ſhe did not think her deſerving ſuch 
encomiums: the match is looked upon as 
concluded by all parties I have moſt likely 
been repreſented in an equally favourable 


light to the young lady ; indeed my mother 
has given me to underſtand fe has formed a 


much higher opinion of me than I deſerve, 


owing, no doubt, to the kind manner in 
which ſhe has ever ſpoken of me; but, to 


anſwer your queſtion candidly, I have ſome- 


times of late wiſhed I had not gone to Ypres, 


or at leaſt that Thad met Pal mira there, as was 
at firſt intended, inſtead of her ſiſter, though 


I am aſſured the former is much the moſt. 


amiable of the two.” 4 
r I Wilh. 
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3 with ſhe may appear to you in that 
light, my dear Adolphus; but notwithſtand- 
ing the high opinion I have of Madame de 
St. Piene's judgment, let me intreat you 
would in this caſe be wholly guided by your 
own feelings; but if Palmira de Moncove 
does not anſwer the expectations you have 
formed, or, to ſpeak plain, if ſhe does not 
rival Ermance in your gocd opinion, why 
not declare your ſentiments to your mother? 
Can you ſuppoſe ſhe would wiſh you to 
give your hand to one ſiſter after you had 
beſtowed your heart upon the other: ſhe 
will in either caſe be equally related to her 
amiable friend, in whoſe company I have 
ſyent many happy hours ; and as you have 
never been introduced to Madame de Mon- 
cove, ſhe will merely ſuffer in imagination 
by your defection.“ 
All you ſay is very juſt, my ons Sir; 


and 1 have already revolved every thing in 


my own mind: I have thought, were J 
allowed to chuſe, I ſhould prefer Ermance; 
and am perfect convinced my mother would 

Ws ns rk : wiſh 
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wiſh me to follow the dictates of my heart 
upon ſuch an occaſion, and perhaps, were I 


leſs certain of being indulged in my wayward 


fancies, I ſhould. be leſs ſcrupulous how I 


gave way to theſe indulgences; but you 
know it is a ſort of eſtabliſhed cuſtom among 
our nobility, to marry their eldeſt daughters 
firſt ;—and what a capricious mortal ſhould 
I appear in the eyes of Monſieur and Madame 
de Neufpont, were I to break off a match 
they ſuppoſe upon the eve of being cele- 
brated ; and don't accuſe me of vanity, Sir, 
when I fay ſuch a ſtep might make the 
lovely Palmira miſerable, though it is very 


poſſible ſhe merely feels the ſame ſentiments 


for me as I do in her favour—thole of eſteem. 
My honour is certainly engaged in this 
affair; and you have convinced me, my dear 
Sir, that ought to be deater to me than life 
itſelf— What a ſacrifice did not you make 
at that ſhrine !—Palmira muſt fall very ſhort 
of my mother's deſcription, to induce me to 


heſitate one moment, ſituated as we both are; 


but a very ſhort time will enable me to form 
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my own opinion of her; I ſhall then be 
better able to judge of the ſtate of my heart.” 

[ had promiſed Ertwlaries-46 viſit her at 
Bourbourg; ſhe will foon learn what pre- 
vented me from keeping my word. I muſt 


own the diſcovery I fancied I made, on the 
morning I left Ypres, did not tend to erad1- 


cate the ſtrong impreſſion her artleſs, nay 
almoſt infantine, ſweetneſs of manners had 
made upon my heart: I am ſorry to ſay 1 


think we parted with equal regret ;—but no 


more of the ſubje& ;—1 neither like to re- 
flect nor reaſon upon it at preſent—reaſon 
will, I hope, ſoon reaſſume her empire over 
my mind; the fight of Palmira will very pro- 


bably reſtore me to my ſenſes—for love cer- 


tainly is a ſpecies of madneſs, and lovers in 
general, it is obſerved, are always either me- 


lancholy or raving; therefore, as you once 
kindly attempted before, my dear Sir, pray 


try to prevent my falling into either extreme, 
by giving way to reflections I wiſh to baniſh 
from my mind,” EE 
8 The 
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The Duke, now perfectly ſatisfied reſpect- 
ing the ſtate of his ſon's heait, ſoon deter- 


mined he ſhould not refine away his happineſs 
from a too nice ſenſe of honour ; but not 
chuſing to dwell longer upon the ſubject juſt 


then, he did not mention his intentions. 


TuEV ſlept that night at Montreuil, 


and dined next day at Abbeville. Adolphus 
was far from being well in the morning, though | 


he would not acknowledge it; but his father 


was too anxious about him to allow the 


lighteſt alteration in his countenance to paſs 
unnoticed : he therefore wiſhed very much 
to have ſlept where they dined; but Adol- 
phus recollected a very plealant, little coun- 

vol. II. Fo 1 00 try 
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try town, only fifteen miles farther, upon { 
their way, where he aſſured his father they ._E 
would not only be quieter, but much better 6 
lodged in every reſpect; beſides, he always I 
ſlept much better in the country. The 
Duke affected to give credit to his reaſoning, 5 
knowing how impatient he was to reach 2 
Paris, and they proceeded to Flixcourt, the dy 
name of the village where the inn, Adolphus 5 
had mentioned, was ſituated; it was alſo the by 
reſt-houſe, and remarkably neat for a French 1. 
hotelerie, The village ſtands between two 8 
very ſteep hills: travellers, who ride poſt for ty 
a nearer cut, and to avoid the worſt part of BY 
the fartheſt hill upon which the houle ſtands, P a 
drive through the inn yard. The Duke ac 
and his ſon were ſhewn into an excellent 920 
room, though it had two beds in it; but h = 
that is ſo common a cuſtom in France, 128 
that people of the firſt diſtinction, when the, 
travelling, ate ſeldom accommodated with the 
any other fitting room than their bed- . 
Thamber; indeed a parlour or ſaloon arc Lud 
very ſeldom to bs met with, but at large ig 


Bott! * JC 


are 


ge 
11s 


hotels i in ſome of the firſt towns upon the 


great roads, ſrequented by the Engliſh, who 


are more particular in that reſpect than the 


French nobility, 


0-0 ey agreed toſtart at ſeven the next morn- 


ing, and proceed to Amiens, the capital of Pi- 
cardy, before breakfaſt; they were both up 
and dreſſed before the fixed time, and ſtanding 
at their room door, when an Engliſh carriage, 


followed by two footmen, and which had 


been preceded by a courier who had got 


their horſes out ready, drove into the yard; 


and as the ſervants all aſſiſted, (for French 


poſtillions ſeldom hurry themſelves upon 


ſuch occaſions) they ſoon proceeded on their 
journey, and in a few ſeconds the Duke and 
his ſon allo ſet off. The three Engliſh ſer- 


vants were taking their morning's whet as 
they drove out of the yard: the carriage 


they belonged to had not got more than fifty 


or ſixty yards advance upon the Duke's, 
owing to the ſteepneſs of the hill already 


mentioned, which was more than half 
a mile long: they had not proceeded a 
| H 2. third 


AND ERMANCE. 147 


drawn by a horſe, that gave them {ome 
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third of the way, wen they were paſſed by the 


1 

Engliſh ſervants upon the full canter, and b 

fon heard them laughing moſt immode- n 

rately. As the morning was very fine, and tl 

the fun juſt in their faces, the Duke and fe 

Adolphus had let down the ſpring blinds in b. 
the front of their carriage; Adolphus in- W. 

ſtantly put up the one facing him to diſcover be 

what had amuſed theſe fellows ; when he de 

ſaw about twenty yards betore him another di 
travelling party, of which he begged his tre 

father to take a ſurvey, laying, national pre- an 

judlice apart, he no longer wondered at the to 
men's mirth. The carriage they had in view ple 

was alone ſufficient to excite the laughter oi {k1 


any Engliſhman; it was an immenſe old 
faſhioned French cabriolet, or one horie 
chaiſe, and ſeemed as if it had been in conſtant 
ule during the preceding winter, and that the 

dirt had been left upon it to preſerve the 

wocd, which was not viſible in many places; 
vor was it poſſible to diſtinguiſh whether it 
ever had been painted, much Jeſs of what 
colour. This elegant, light machine, Was 


idca 


cious heaven!“ 
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idea of the famous Roſinante, fo cele- 
brated in Michael Cervante's excellent 
novel. This poor animal was very lame of 
the near fore foot, and his knees were per- 


fectly bare; but to the aſtoniſhment of 


both, tugging at this miſerable beaſt's head, 


with the reins in his hands, and walking 


backwards up the hill, they diſcovered Bazile 
de Melac, adorned, as he thought, having 
diſcovered it was the faſhion, in an Engliſh 
travelling dreſs; that is, a dark blue frock, 
and pink velvet collar, having preferred it 
to a ſcarlet ; his new boots, and to com- 


pleat the whole, a round hat, reſembli ling a 


ſkimming diſh. 


The Duke St. Piene let ton his blind 


the moment he caught fight of Bazile, and 


intreated his ſon to do the ſame, as he would 


not know whom the carriage belonged to, 
and the ſervants were not in fight. “ Gra- 
aid the aſtoniſhed father, 
« how came this mad brained youth here 2 


He ſeems to have joined ſome party.“ They 


H 3 had 
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had obſeryed two other young men, who ap- 
peared alſo to have alighted from this elegant 
vehicle. What a conveyance!” the Duke 
exclaimed ; © and where can he be going?“ 
taking another peep. Bazile, little gueſſing 
who was ſo near him, was ſtill endeavouring, 
by the clever manceuvre already mentioned, 
to aſſiſt the progreſs of the ill- fated beaſt of 
u hom he ſeemed to have the direction. The 
mirth, nay even ſhouts of laughter, of the 


1 Engliſh ſervants had put him into a violent 
rage; his teeth were clenched, and every 


feature ſeemed convulſed with paſſion. 


On the off ſide was another young man, 


applying a long thonged whip with all his 


might to the poor beaſt's ſides, legs, or in 
ſhort any part he could reach, whom the 
Duke never recollected to have ſeen before; 
but in the third, who was alſo labouring 
very bard, ſhoving behind, to aſſiſt as far as 
laid in his power, and who held a very large 


ſtone under his arm, inſtead of a chapear 
5 Is, Adolphus recognized the face of one of 


Vari 8 
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Bazile's companions at l' Hotel de Flanders; 
and the Duke de St. Piene, his wine-mer- 


chant's head clerk, in the perſon of Beren- 
ger, whom he did not know was among his 
{ſon's acquaintance, much leſs ſuppoſed he 
was his boſom. friend. | 


The Duke 440 Adolphus, having each 


taken a ſecond turvey of this curious groupe, 
burſt out a laughing, and the remarks of the 
Engliſh ſervants, and their own poſtillions 


which were truly ludicrous, added to their 
mirth. 


„J wonder when they will reach the 
ſummit of this hill,” ſaid Adolphus. 
And I wonder where they are going, if 
they ſhould be {o fortunate as to ſucceed,” 
ſaid the Duke :—< this is not the road 
Bazile ought to have been upon ; nor is he 
in company he has any reaſon to ſuppole 


would meet my approbation; but he thinks 
himſelf ſecure, has got plenty of money in 


his e, and has, no doubt, ſome very 
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wiſe ſcheme in his head to keep me in igno- 


rance of having thus diſobeyed my orders: 
own 1 ſhan't be ſorry to diſcover what 


lengths he will dare go.“ 


I am afraid he will know the ſervants,” 
ſaid Adolphus; „ they were proceeding 
gently, but ſtill at a great diſtance ; as the 


one who rode courier had made a conſider- 


able advance on the carriage, having left 
Flixcourt near half an hour before they 


ſtarted.“ 


We muſt prevent that if _offible,” {aid 


the Duke; ; * for I would not have Bazile 
know Lam ſo near him for the univerſe; and 
he might be tempted to ſpeak to your men, 


and thus diſcover the * pot aux roſes.” 


They were now within a very few paces cf 


the cabriolet: the Engliſh ſervants were 


riding on each fide, and promiſing, in very 


- intelligible French, to order their ſupper at 
1 ng next poſt town, within ſix 
1 miles 


* Secret—a French expreſſion, 
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miles of Flixcourt; and when the miſerable 


beaſt did make ſhift to crawl on a few ſteps, 
the Duke's poſtillion's obſervation of Bien, 
cela eft bon: ne eraignez rien, Maſſieurs, une 
fois ſur la montagne, vous nous paſſerez tous, 
added to Bazile's and his companion's rage, 
and the Engliſhmen's diverſion; who were 
calculating when they would reach the top of 
the hill at the rate they moved; and ſeri- 
ouſly adviſing them to take their horſe out 


and draw their machine themſelves, it they 
were in a hurry, for he only impeded their 


progreſs : then enquiring where they ſhould 


order their dinner to be ſent; or whether 


they were provided in that reſpect ; hoping 


they would not meet many dogs; and 


adding, it was fortunate their maſter's were 
in the chaiſe with him, or they would infal- 
libly have ſeized their animal, had they found 
themſelves ſharp ſet: they had ſeen many a 


better -in a thieving duſtman's cart near 


London! „ 
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Bgazile, to whom the chief of their diſcourſe 
was addreſſed, became furious by theſe re- 
peated inſults; and while he ſtrained every 
nerve to endeavour to get out of their way, 
he exclaimed, in a voice almoſt choaked 
with paſſion, © Paſſez, votre chemin, betes,” 
while the Enghſhmen could hardly tet their 
Horſes for . ; 


An a few minutes the Duke's carriage 
paſt this elegant machine; but as both 
ſather and ſon were anxious to fee as 
much as they could of Bazile's behaviour 
upon this trying occaſion, they took it in 


turn to look out of thè coach glaſs, and 


communicate their remarks to each other. 


: They were hardly paſt, when one of the 
Engliſhmen {aid he really began to pity them; 


therefore would do all in his power to aſſiſt 


them, beginning to whip on the near ſide, 


which the horſe leant towards, and his ſtrokes 
had ſo good an effect, they ſaid he had ad- 
vanced at leaſt two yards and a half: repeat- 


ing 
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ing his attempt, but not with equal ſucceſs, 
the obſtinate horſe turned reſtive, and ran 


backwards inſtead of forwards ; they were, 


however, provided againſt this misfortune, 


which had befallen them once before, by 


| Berenger's inſtantly placing the large ſtone, 
already mentioned, againſt one of the wheels. 


« What an excellent precaution,” the 


footmen obſerved, calling out to each other, 


agreeing to put them in motion once more, 


if poſſible: again beginning to whip the 
beaſt, who could not follow the beat of his 


inclinations by running backwards, nor 
chuſing to advance, he now made an effort 
to kick up behind, to the increaſing diver- 
fion of Bazile's and bis friends' tormentors 3 


but the three gentlemen were ſo ſeriouſly 


angry, they began to threaten the ſervants 
with the various puniſhments they aſſured 


them they would inflict; and Bazile, more 


_ courageous than his companions, ſtopped to 


pick up a ſtone to level at them : his broad- 


brimmed, ſhallow-crowned hat fell, in mak-, 
3 6 ing 
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ing the attempt: Bazile flung a handful of 


duſt at them, while the one who held the 
whip advanced in a menacing attitude, 
ſaying he would break every bone in the 
Englichmens' ſkin, if they dared to moleſt 
them any more. Not at all intimidated by 
this ſerious threat; the fellows, three ſtout 
athletic young men, perſiſted in doing their 
_ endeavours to help them up the hill; till the 
unfortunate traveliers, enraged beyond en- 


durance, flew upon them. Bazile and Be- 
renger, armed with two long canes they had 


taken out of the carriage, and the third with 
his whip, a fort of battle royal enſued ; the 
men retaliated with their poſt whips, but, 


as the Engliſhmen obſerved, the poſt horſes 
_ refuſed to ſtand fire, two of them difmounted 
and gave their horſes to the third; the firit 


caught Bazile by the collar, tripped up his 


heels, and flung him into a ditch by the road 


fide, which happened to be dry, but very 


dirty; therefore, when he roſe, he ſeemed 


perſectly ſatisfied with the ſpecimen he had 
received of Engliſh. politeneſs :—of Beren- 
| | er 
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ger they made a ſort of rolling pin, and tum- 
bling. kim over and over for. ſeveral yards: 


down the hill; while the third, taking warn- 
ing from the rough treatment his compa- 


nions experienced, retreated behind their 


vehicle. The ſervants finding themſelves 


maſters of the field, again mounted their 
horſes, and rode off full ſpeed, trrumphang ... 
in having thus humbled this French party: 


the Duke de St. Piene, who ſaw Bazile bad 
received no hurt, was very much diverted 
with the whole {cene. 


Adolphus wiſhed very much to have inter- 


fered in his behalf, but his father repreſented 


what muſt be the conſequence of his kind- 


neſs, ſo forcibly, that he gave up the iden . 


His ſervants, ſeeing what was going forward, 


had began to quicken their pace up the hill. 
Adolphus therefore looked out at the left 


hand window, and making them a ſign they 
underſtood to avoid the fray, they obeyed, 


by taking a circuit in an adjoining. field, 
Which was not incloſed ; this prevented Ba- 
5 zile 
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zile from forming any conjectures reſpecting 
who was in the carriage; and the Duke or- 7 
dered the poſt-boys to make the beſt of their 


way, as the three friends ſeemed to be de- p 
bating whether they ſhould not prefer their 1 
complaints, and implore their aſſiſtance; a 
but, before they loſt fight of them, they - 
feemed to have turned their horſe round, in 
hopes, the Duke ſuppoſed, he would be more 
inclined to go downwards than upwards. 3 
el cannot ſay I approve of the behaviour 5 
of the Engliſh ſervants,” ſaid he, © though t] 
lam very happy Bazile has been ſo com- — "ls 
pleatly mortified :—I rather hope this ad- 5 
venture will put a ſtop to his rambles: if he t} 
now purines his journey to Havre, I ſhall E 
think him ſufficiently puniſhed for his folly.” ol 
This rencounter and the ſubſequent ſkirmiſh tt 
afforded Adolphus and his father ample ſub- 3 
ject for converſation till they reached Amieng. Fr” 
The Engliſh carriage had changed horſes tl 
when they did at Piquigny; and owing to 1 


Adolphus's courier having had ſuch an ad- 
5 vance 
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vance upon their's, the Duke now took the 
lead, according to the eſtabliſhed rules; as it 


was contrary to POrdonnance du Roz for 
poſtillions to paſs each other upon the road, 


and they took the pas upon each other ac- 


cording to the arrival of carriages or courters. 


at the different poſt-houſes. 
. | 


The Duke and his ſon drove to the firſt 


inn, Hotel de la diligence : there were three 
rooms upon the ground floor, to the leit 


hand of a large gateway that opened into 


the yard; and they croſſed the middle one 


to get to the fartheſt : this was the beſt 


room; an elegant ſaloon, a very uncommon 
thing, as has been before objerved, in a 


French inn. The Engliſh party drove into 
the yard juſt after, and were conducted into 
the room that looked into the ſtreet. As 


their courier had continued to precede them, 
and had received their orders, they found 


their breakfaſt ready: during their repaſt . 


the Duke remarked Adolphus looked very 
pale, which he aſſured him ought merely to 


. 


be 


— nin 
be attributed to the heat of the weather; 4 
but his Grace, who felt more anxiety for his 10 
eldeſt than for his youngeſt ſon, began to be 4 
ſeriouſly alarmed ; and as ſoon as they had 5 
finiſhed their meal, intreated him not to 
think of going further till the afternoon, 
and begged he would lie down for an hour or 60 
two ;—to oblige his father, Adolphus con- 0] 
fented; and wiſhing to raiſe his mother 5 
higher if poſſible in the Duke's eſtimation 1 
than before they met, when he retired to the js 


room which had been prepared for him, accom- 1 
panied by his father, he took a packet con- 


| 
taining all the letters he had received from - 
the Ducheſs, during his ſtay at Dunkirk, 15 
from his drefling box, and putting them into 15 


his father's hands, ſaid, Thoſe will very 
probably afford you ſome amuſement, my 
dear Sir.“ The Duke, who ſtill bore the 
name of de Melac before his ſon's ſervants, 
did not chuſe to expreſs the gratitude he 
felt for this kind proof of his confidence; 
therefore merely bowed as he took the prof- 
tered packet, withing him a good repoſe, 
adding 
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aiding with a ſmile, „and pleaſant dreams 
if you ſhould forget yourſelf,” returned into 
the ſaloon where they had breakfaſted, juſt 
in time to ſee the Engliſh party drive off. 


As the fun was now full upon the room, 
the waiters had drawn all the curtains, and 
opened the windows to give a tree circula- 
tion of air: the door between the two 
rooms was allo a-jar : a curtain which fell 1 
over it concealed this from the Duke, Who 1 


ſeating himſelf in the moſt retired and cooleſt 4 
place, began to peruſe the effuſions of ma- 4 


ternal tenderneſs, (for ſuch the Ducheſs's in 


letters to her ſon might truly be ſtyled,) 1 

and very happy to diſcover he ſeemed to have ; 

acquired his ſon's eſteem under the name of 

de Melac : from her Grace's comments upon 7 

his new friend, he was thus agreeably em- „ 
Ke ployed, and had been ſo for near an hour, 1" 
: when he heard a buſtle in the court-yard, 1 
ö and ſoon found it proceeded from more 1 js, 
; company, who were ſhewn into the adjoin- vi 
T ing apartment; but what was his ſurprize to vl 
> r recognize ; | | 
= 
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recognize in the firſt voice he heard, that it 
was his old friend Vanval, who aſked the waiter 


if the next room was not cooler than the 


one he was in.—“ Not at all, Sir,” ſaid the 
waiter; „ beſides, it is engaged, and this is 
the room we always keep for the diligence 


company.“ 


The Duke eaſily gueſſed Vanval was upon 


the road to Paris with his nephew Julien: 
he had not ſeen him for two days preceding 
his own departure; and as he did not wiſh 
any of his Dunkirk friends to know even of 


his intended journey, had not mentioned it 


to the ſurgeon, notwithſtanding he had told 
him of his intentions to ſet off for Paris 
towards the latter end of the week: Ma- 


dame de Franval had orders to tell every one 
who enquired for him, he was gone a littſe 


way into the country upon buſineſs, and was 


expected home daily; and ſuch was the ac- 


count Vanval had received when he went to 
take leave previous to his departure. 


Wiſhing 
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Wiſhing to ſee his worthy friend, for 


whom he entertained the greateſt eſteem, 
the Duke was going to ring the bell, a lux- 


ury as rarely to be met with at a French inn 
as a ſaloon, but was ſtopped by Vanval's ſay- 
ing, in a gay tone, Come, come, Mr. 


Bazile, never mind; you mult purchaſe 
another Hoc d L Angloiſe « at Paris, that 


is all.“ 


« I ſhould not have minded poll a 
dozen ſuits of cloaths, friend Vanval,“ ſaid 


Bazile, ever inclined to be impertinent to 
thoſe he deemed his inferiors, when he ſup- 


poſed himſelf out of his father's hearing, 


« jf I could but have been revenged upon 
the authors of my misfortune.” 
« You ſhould have ſeized the moment 


when 1t was 1n your power,” faid Vanval; 
« bit I am amazed a young man of your 


ſpirit did not E the diligence to ſuch a 
paltry conveyance.” 
« Paltry,” ſaid Berenger; ; « ſure a gen- 


tleman's on carriage is at any time pre- 


terable to a ſtage coach, where he may, to be 


* 


Mn re, 


E 
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ſure, as is our caſe, meet with very good 
company, but where he is full as likely to 
meet with bad. We travelled as men of 
falhion ought to do, who wiſh to ſee the 
country they, pals through; and got on as 
well as we could wiſh, before we met thoſe 
curied ſervants — What would have been 
more convenient than a cabriolet at Paris, at 
this time of year? We could have viſited 
all the environs at a very trifling expence ; 
all the firſt nobility drive them, J have 
been aſſured from thoſe J can rely upon; 
nay, you muſt have ſeen many of the ſupe- 
rior officers uſe them at Dunkirk.” “ 


18 But thoſe I have remarked did not bear 
much reſemblance to your's, whoſe only 


merit certainly conſiſted in the quantity of 


wood and iron which had been made uſe of 


in its conſtruction, Why Julien,“ turn- 
ing to his nephew, © where have you been 


all this time : ty 


= 8 the Duke de Civrac's valet— 
4“ Sir, J am afraid, from what the man ſaid, 


his 


Bi 


18 


ing. 
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his maſter is not ſo well recovered from his 


late accident as all his friends could win: 


his Grace is now in bed, he tells me, but 
means to purſue his journey in the even- 


77 


The Duke de St. Piene, fearful Rene had 


mentioned his maſter's having a companion 
with him to Julien, approached one of the 
windows and beckoned to the man, who was 
ſeated upon a bench. René aſſured him, 
he had merely anſwered the queſtions the 
young man had aſked concerning the Duke's 


health; and ſhould certainly not have taken 


the liberty to mention either his being with 


his maſter or his na ne, ignorant as he was 
whether ſuch a meaſure mi ht meet their 


e 


Good maſters, thought the Duke, make 


good ſervants, is an old but true adage; he 


therefore commended Rene's prudence, and 
intreated he would cautioa the waiters, in 


caſe ey” were queſtioned, not to ſay the 


Duke 
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Duke had any perſon with him : he had 
loſt ſome part of the diſcourſe in the other 
room, during this conference with the Valet, 
but upon returning to his ſtation near the 
door, heard the ſurgeon ſay, Well, I can't 
ſee what objections you can have, Mr. Bazile, 
to the Duke de Civrac's knowing yot are 
here were I in your place I ſhould ſend my 
compliments to his Grace, and as he 1s alone, 
I preſume you might ſtand a chance of 


reaching Paris in rather a genteeler ſtyle than 


you left St. Omers.” _ 
« Why, I flatter myſelf, 12 al, were his 
Grace to know how I was ſituated, he would 


make me an offer of a ſeat in his carriage, 
uti] ONE not chuſe to leave my com- 


panions.“ 

Tat is very polite,” ſaid the ſur- 
geon; „ but pray, Mr. waiter, did an 
Engliſh party upon their road to Paris ſtop 
at your houſe this morning ? The people at 


Flixcourt ſaid they underſtood they meant 


to breakfaſt at Amiens.“ 


es, 
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© Yes, Sir,” was the anſwer. 


“They were attended by a dozen ſervants 
or more, I have been told,” ſaid the ſur- 


geon. | 
« Tonly ſaw three, Sir,” ſaid the waiter. 


« Ha! why how 1s this, Mr. Bazile? the 


number of your adverſaries ſeems ſtrangely 


reduced.“ 
„There were eight or ten at leaſt, Sir,“ 


ſaid Bazile, in a peremptory tone; © but 


ſome of them were afraid to come up, ſeeing 
how roughly we handled their fellows, as we 
turned them out of the road.” 


« An odd kind of a ſtory,” faid Vanval : 


« pray friend, (turning to the waiter) were 
thoſe three ſervants ycu ſaw very much 
bruiſed, or did any of them ſeem to have 


loſt the uſe of their limbs?“ 


« They made no complaints, Sir; indeed 
they came in, and went fr m here, laughing, 
and ſet all our ſtable-men and the Duke de 


Civrac's ſervants into a roar of mirth, from 
the deſcription they gave of a ſcuffle they had 


had with three gentlemen upon Flixcourt 


bill.“ ” Dy 


* 
x . 

* 

d 4 * 

13 

& 
» 4 . 

Fi. ll 
S 
% £1 
* 4 0 
. : 22 

1 NE 
. 

1 

9 
4 

i 

i 3 
5 12 
4 
1 

112 
r 
* 24 
5 
W 
14% 

* 5 
178111 
"34.4 
: #4. 
"93-4 

#4 
"343 
1 
9 

9 


— 5 4 
. 9 1 „ 1 i 0 8 —— ** 
S SA ˙ I, TE 4 


168 1+ ALMI NA ; 


7; Then I cannot ſuppoſe any of their 
fellows were left behind unable to proceed, 78 
{aid the ſurgeon ; * though really from your 
account, Mr. Bazile, I was in hopes I ſhould 
have fallen into a job which would have de- 
frayed my journey to Paris; for the Engliſh 
are uſually very generous, though in the 
preſent caſe my young friend, had mine, or 
the aſliftarce of any other ſurgeon been re- 


quired, I have my doubts whether you and 


your companions would not have been ſad- 
dled with the expences. And I am of 


opinion this ſaving plan of your's, in reſ- 
pect to your carriage, when you all three 
come to balance your accounts, will not 


turn out quite ſo œconomical as you ex- 


pected.— What did you fay the horſe coſt 


you, Berenger fon. were the purchaſer, 1 
think.“ 

« He was remarkably cheap, Sir faid 
the clerk, pettiſhly ; © I only gave a * hun- 
dred and fifty livres for him.“ 
Oh, you had him a great bargain, no 
doubt,“ faid Vanyal; * the carriage you 
= F fed 


* Six guineas. 


AND&4 ERNAN CE. 169 


hired: for the journey. Now, let me ſee, | 
this famous horſe dragged you three and your 


baggage from St. Omer's to Flixcourt, a 


diſtance you would. have rode in the dili- 


gence“ for a third of what this fine animal 
coſt you. You have already paid- thirty 
livres you ſay for the hire of your machine, 


and will now be obliged to pay the ſeven 


louis the owner valued it at; yet the poſt- 
maſter at Flixcourt only gave you eighty 


livres for both horſe and chaiſe, and told 
you, before us all, if you would throw him 


three livres back again, he would piſtol your 
horſe before your face, and knock your old 
rumble to pieces ; becauſe he hopes to make 


his money of the wood and iron, for no 
decent praple would trax el! in it, in its preſent 


W 


This Aatement highly amuſed Julien and 
| two. nuns belonging t to the _— of Blan- 


i 5 
» French Sligences never carry leſs than * aud often 
twelve paſſengers. 
Vo. II. . 1 4 
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decque, near St. Omers, who are allowed, 


as it is not a cloiſtered convent, to viſit their 


friends once a year, and were now upon their 


| * to > Paris for that ne 


Wy 75 aa ; — altnid, 7 the "is con- 


tinued, the Duke de Civrac did not ſee 


you in all your glory, Mr. Bazile; I am ſure 
he would have been highly flattered at your 
attempt, for I can't ſay it is much more, to 
imitate his travelling dreſs. However, I 


will ſee him, if his Grace is ſtirring, before 


we are ſummoned to proceed.” 
If you ſhould, my dear Vanval, . 


mention me; I would not have him know 
I am going to Paris, and in a cULgences for 


the univerſe.” 
. believe 1 you, Mr. Bulle, ſaid Vanyal, 


Who had gueſt, from the moment he had 


joined their party, he had taken this jaunt 


unknown to his father, and ſeemed there- 


fore to enjoy teazing him on the accidents 
and mort tifications he had already met 
with. 
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And the Duke was highly pleaſed with 
the ſevere ſtrokes the old ſurgeon gave him; 
—he now found he was actually going on 
to Paris, in company with two low young 
men, likely to lead him into all acts of miſ- 


chief, and began -fertoufly-to reflect what 
courſe he — to purſue. 


172 "PACNEKS 
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Ir may now be neceflary to account for 
Bazile's unexpected appearance upon Flix- 
court- Bill. 


As ſoon as Berenger was informed of his 
intended journey to Havre, he determined 
to uſe his utmoſt eloquence to induce him 
to ſeize fo favourable an opportunity to take 
a ſhort trip to Paris; having long ardently 
wiſhed to viſit the capital, knowing how 


much it would add to his conſequence upon 


hiß re turn, to be able to fay © I faw ſuch a 


e a *Paris—and the king was dreſſed in 
ſuch 


029 


1} E freſh water voyage, he ven- 
tured to propoſe their proceeding imme- 
diately poſt to Paris, where they might ſpend 
a few days, and could then return together 


| 
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foch a nden the n loated at 


to Abbeville, from whence Bazite might 


+I to Havre, and he return to _ 
kirk, | 


$ 


© 4.0 


Baile was cenchnaned with- the chem, 


and readily gave into it. Berenger had got 
leave of abſence for a fortnight, having told 
his maſter he wiſhed to go and fee his friends 
at Noyon in Picardie, in hopes of bringing 


Bazile to his way of Org 


= 


When thy ako. at St. e * ; 
went to do their buſineſs; and Berenger, 
who was particularly intimate with one of 
the clerks in the merchant's counting - oufe 
with whom he was come to tranſact buſi- 
| nal in the fullneſs. of his joy mentioned to 
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him his intended jaunt. Duvemay, the 
name of the clerk, declared nothing could 
have been more fortunate, as he was upon 


the eve of his departure for Paris himſelf, 


and: would, if they approved of it, join their 
Party, pointing out the ae bar * 


; 1 ny ſhould be 
4 b 
-N W was aonkilted; a though dy cer- 
tainly had infinitely more pride, and rather 
more taſte, than his companions, ſubmitted 
to their directions, upon reflecting by this 
means he ſhould have more money to ſpend 
when he reached Paris, and certain of diſ- 


Ai. 15 12 e 


than he had coſt him, when he had done his 
duty; for it may; be ſuppoſed he was Pay- 
maſter-general upon the occaſion. | 

ins <4 % EEC Og 081% 


It 45: Sirtady; We ee at- 
_  tended/this well-daid plan; and when they 
 _ found it impoſſidle to climb the aſcent where 


they were overtaken by they the Duke and 


TOP they Wen turned their horſe 


round, 


poſing of his horſe for as much, if not more, 


4 3 : 5 3 * Ae a POS. | 
ts dt of as o& wad A 


AND ERMANCE. 178 


Sund. and with ſome difficulty got him 
into the yard of the poſt-houſe at Flixcourt, 
and there they diſpoſed of bim and their 
chaiſe, as has been already mentioned, and 


waited the arrival of the diligence, in which 


they no intended to purſue their journey. 


Bazile did not enterrain the ſlighteſt fear of 
this ſtolen march coming to his father's ears, 


as he had - merely deſired him to write to him 


ſoon after he reached Havre; it was only 
writing the moment he reached there, which 


would effeQually conceal. the tour he 1 85 
n We to make. 


0 "When the Munch: Ripa to e 
Horſes at Flixcourt, they enquired if they 
could be admitted into the vehicle? and 
were anſwered in the affirmative. But when 
Bazile ſaw Vanyal and his nephew, he began 
to tremble for his ſecret; however, ſoon de- 
termined to aſſure the former he was going 
upon ſome private buſineſs for his father to 
Paris, for which reaſon his journey had been 
IE lo ſecret; nay it was even to be given 


— 
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out, he was: gone fahittreliothinitiog 
thus effectually to ſilence the gpod-natured 


Flamand, who was not, as he hoped, the 


dupetof this well concerted i ſtory and who 
ſoon determined to rite an account of this 
rencounter to the Receiver General. 


! 
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0 e eee eee eee 
to a reſolution how to act, ung his bell; the 
Vuaiter came through the room id which the 
diligence party were aſſembled. -Bazile,; ter- 
_rified. leſt. he ſhould: be ſeen by the Duke de 
Civrac, got away from the dor, beckoned 
the waiter to him, and enquired who was in 
the nent room? the Duke de Civrac, 
Sir; . then pray. my dear fiend, -don't 
; mention my name to bu Grace. 5: #7; 


rob 02 9 2 TW (5 ba * 
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-- Withaut-refloRting; fuck was the tener} : 


| eee the waiter did not know him; 
nor was there the lighteſt chance of the 


- Duke's making any enquiries concerning 


trayellets belonging to the diligence. He 


— further nfreated gs waiter would hut the 


393 * door 
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door after him, which he.now-percerved was 
open, giving him a thirty ſous piece to in- 
duce chim to oblige him The waiter did as 


he deſired, highly amuſed, n as nn | 


M the terror he en S 
* NN 41 ho? 

n FARES meant to ws given a Aar 
order; and was not a little pleaſed to find 
Bazile was, at leaſt, conſcious of his faults, 
and very much in awe of his brother, Whoſe 
excellent example he hoped would work 
ſome alteration in his conduct. Ale had re- 
tired to the farther end of his xvom: not to 
be overheard, and defired the waiter to give 
the Duke de Civrac's compliments to the 
elderly gentleman in the next room, and he 


ſhould be glad to ſee him for a few mi: utes, 
adding, you will bring him round by the 


other door, putting a fix-livre piece into his 
band to aſſiſt his memory and make him 


punctual; and in a few en the Due 


heard me deliver. 


Vanral's ; 
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Varval's eyes ſparkled with-delight; while 
Bazile and Berenger again flew to'the corner 
of the room, tlie moſt out of ſight of the 
door. The waiter, in hopes of another pre- 
ſent, made Bazile a fign to give him to un- 
derſtand it was merely to oblige him; While 
he ſaid to the furgeon, „This way, Sir — 
why Enron 3 is returned 0 ſtairs. 


723 a — 


Reisen b left be room, 
150 with the moſt rueful countenance, and 
in the mbſt earneſt manner, intreated he 

would eye ag _ Ong + in the hotel to 
| nn 8 5 N 
91 K « My diſcretion | is almoſt Wen a pro- 
verb, vou know, my young friend,” with a 
droll look expreſſive of his meaning; you 
may have your. own private reaſons. Wt 
wiſhing to be noticed by fo great and fo good 
A man; but for my own part I ſhall always 
feel 1 proud to be thus Ong" mee 


The 


Sth Ei a RR. 
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The Duke met Vanval at the other door, 


W ſtopped: his exclamations of ſurprize by 
putting“ his. finger upon his lips z and the 
Duke told him, in a whiſper, to addreſs him 


as his Grace, and as he would have done the 
Duke de Civrac, to put Bazile off his guard, 


who was, no doubt, liſtening, N anval en- 


joyed the joke, and exhauſted all his ſtock of 
compliments to his old friend. Who 


then,” drawing him to the further end of the 


room, * faid (like my ſon) I am i pri- 


vate expedition to Paris?“ 


« My good friend, he as nete ſuppoſes we 


are ſuch near neighbours, as I did not think 
I ſhould have overtaken him where I did this 
morning, and in ſuch company: he has al- 


ready, I 3 nay have ſeen, been puniſhed 


for his imprudence, but ſeems determined 


to perſevere 1 in his wild career, and own I am 


curious to know what lengths he will go: 
you would therefore do me a particular 
favour, my dear friend, if you would enquire 
or try to diſcover where he takes up his abode 
at Paris; ; and do me the favour to bring me 


4 . The 


1 Aera 


the information to the Hotel de St. Firmin, 
in the Rue de Richelieu, where 1 promiſe 
you à hearty welce mein the name of its: 
ainiable owner, the Duakende Civrac, with 
whom I hall reſide , but I won't detain you 
now n your e eee do vou 
2 Alt St. Juſte,” k fad the "CARES by Ewe 

Then ſhould a able. opportunity 

offer, I: will ſee} you again this evening; 
indeed I wiſh you. to ſee my—(ſon was 
coming out, but the Duke caught the words, 
and ſubſtituted friend) the Duke de Civrac; 
he eis far from well, and Bertrand ſeems to 
fear he met with ſome inward bruiſe, which 
may be attended with dangerous conſe- 
I wenge 50 


* a 5 75 5 by SR upon. that 


3 telling him gentle exercife. was more 
likely to be of ſervice in that caſe than any 
thing elſe e And aſſuring him there was little 
to fear, admitting he had received any in- 


c iqjury, . a, man of t the Duke's s con- 


« < Kit ution, 


4 A * * 
1 


wy 
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Ritution, who. had ws apparently led fo 


leaſed wink porn other; the Duke to think 


his darling Adolphus was in no danger, and 


that, through Vanval's means, he hould be 
able to plaee à ſpy upon the wild, ungovern- 
able Bazile; while Vanval was highly pleaſed 
to find himſelf thus become the confident of 
the Receiver General, and whom he had 
always found to be a noble - ſpirited, generous 
man, and to think he now had it in his 
power to torment Bazile, whoſe conduct he - 
thought deſerving the ſevereſt cenſure, with 
impunity. - The latter met him at the door 
when he returned, and ed he had kept 


bis word. 


66 3 pre? me in n of la tain 5 
t» Mr. -Bazile,” 5 : aid Y anval, who, placed 
upon the back of a tage coach lorſe aſceuding 
a ſteep hilly ' exclaimed . Hero WE work !— 
for you, ſuppoſe. yourſelf of much more con- 
tequence than you really , His * 
ROYAL; dee your name,” | OE 30 
” Yet 


182 .:  PAEMIRA / 
% Yet-intimate' as he is with Mr. de 


Melac, I ſhould ſuppoſe he knows you are 


upon the road to Paris, notwithſtandin 5 Srl 
un of as errand.” “. 


dis did it rake this bine 1 * Alter the 
| firſt compliments, you. ſpoke very low, 
0 r 7-90 why did yu: take that gow 
caution?” | 
Not for! hes * aa: Mr. Basile; 
for neither his Grace nor I entertained ſo 
mean an opinion of any of this company.” 
Bazile coloured, and Julien ſmiled, while 
Vanval thus continued His Grace is not 
| fo well as I hoped to have found him, and 


has been adviſed not to raiſe his voice till he 


is more recovered from the effects of his 
: fall ; I however, he has done me the honour 
to invite me to "viſit the! Hotel & St. 
Firmin * N ; 
Oh, now you are Jen ſaid Balle, 
very much picqued; . though his Grace 
is certainly very free for a man of his rank.” 
A am therefore aſtoniſhed you ſhould be 
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ſo much afraid of him: Did Mr. de Melac 
defire you to avoid bis Grace, if accident 


threw ark in his way ß 


4 e affected not to e e theſe 
broad hints, and was not ſorry when they 


were ſummoned to proceed on their journey, 


and prefered a ſilent prayer that illneſs might 


prevent the Duke from overtaking the dili- 


5 RE more dae 880 reached Cans. 


f 


He bad not RES gone a on of an 


= Wk when Adolphus came down, who had 
not been aſleep, but had wiſhed to allow his 
father full time to peruſe the letters he had 
put into his hands: not chuſing, for obvious 
reaſons, to enquire how he had been amuſed, 
he ſaid he felt himſelf "—_ refreſhed, and 
was n N ee ir 


- 


* Such 0 news has given me an 


appetite, my dear Adolphus; 1 dare ſay our 


dinner is ready we will make enquiry it 


was very ſoon brought 1 in, and, during that 
interval, 
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interval, the Duke told his ſon, he had not 
half finiſhed the intereſting letters he had 
given him to peruſe; he muſt therefore 
entreat his permiſſion to keep them a little 
longer, (mentioning what had' interrupted 
his reading). Adobphus was highly amuſed, 
and proteſted he would feign ſome very 

ſerious cauſe to conſult Vanval in the even- 


« J am truly happy,” faid the Duke, 
he thus opportunely met with that mad- 
brained, or more properly, weak youth; for 
he allows every deſigning low knave to make 
dim his dupe, and be diverted at his expence; 

he has not even 0 agg be bt a Take.” | 


*3 . 


— 


The e entrance Pp ths: tete ab their 
7 . put a ſtop to the converſation; but 

as ſoon as they were once more alone, the 

Duke ſaid— How, what would you adviſe 
me to do with Baziſe, my dear Adolphus? 
F can no longer think of making a financier 
of him; and the want of courage, and knack 
110 1 of 
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convince: you he would not make a very good 
figure: at the head of a regumnent, when 


called upon to exert- his valour; for L em 


certain he would be the firſt to run away.“ 
clufion, from what paſſed in gur fight this 
momipg,- my dear fir; I; have known in- 
ſtances, and have ↄften heard it remarked by 
many brave men, that thoſe: they have 
thought the moſt deficient in point of cou- 
rage, have ſometimes, When put to the teſt, 
deceived their expectations: and many 
people, you know, aſſert courage to be here- 
ditary; -1 In that caſe, Lwill be anſwerable, 


Bazile will never be deemed a coward; but | 


even the.þraveſt, man is not always equal 


diiſpoſed to fights though-hanour and a thick 
for glory often leads them on to. victory. 


agree with your obſervations in many 


reſpedts, and cannot fay I think myſelf defi- 
cient. in courage; but if we are to believe our 


valour is: tranſmitted to our poſterity with 


our titles, too ſuperabundant (hare of mine 


of boaſting; he bas betrayed te-day. muſt 


Mn, 


in point of diſciplin 
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has devolved to my eldeſt ſon, to allow me 
to hope fuch a remark ſtands good with re- 
ſpe& to my youngeſt ;—befides, you, my 
Adolphus, are deſcended” from a race of 
heroes on your mother's ſide- Tour grand- 
father, the Marechal de St. Firmin, under 
whom you ſtudied the art of war, particularly 


2 diſtinguiſhed bimſelf at the battle of Fon- 
tenoy. Few men were more truly deſerving 
the higd military rank he bore. A German 


© 


3 yet beloved, nay 
adored? by every man under his command; 


but you tread ſo exactiy in his ſteps, that 


theſe remarks are very ſuperfluous.” Your 


mother has alſo : } herſelf a heroine |— 


Dot ſbe is every way ſuperior to the reſt of her | 
ſex. 1 have often; in former times $ 


amazed at the ſtriet Friendſhip ſubfiſtine be: 
tween ber and Madame de Neafpon! 

hover were tuo diſpoſitions lefs "alike : 1 
really don't think the latter ever was ſerious 


five minutes together, though the certainly 


poſſeſſes a moſt excellent heart, but gay to an 


| heat ;—ſhe an _ even at the moſt fe- 


* 


21 | rious 
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rious incidents in human life. But to return 
to the ſubject of our argument, Madame de 
Melac (the name ſhe bore in her firſt huf- 
band's life-time; and which I aſſumed at her 
_ requeſt)-was, as I have already told you, an 
excellent woman in her way; rather lovely 
chan otherwiſe, and poſſeſſed many eſtimable 
qualities, which have, I hope, fallen to the 
— of her daughters. 


Bazile mently ſeems to have inherited 
(what in her was very excuſable) her puſa- 
lanimity ; for ſhe was timorous to an excels ; 
yet I really begin to hope your example, my 
Adolphus, may bring about a reformation in 
his manners and ſentiments. With the aſſiſt- 
ance of my worthy friend Vanval, I ſhall be 
able to learn how he ſpends his time at Pans ; 


or his preſent companions can only lead him 
I into low ſociety ; but I have this conſolation, 
us if his dread of my anger will increaſe with his 
ly knowledge of my rank and fortune; and as 
an | his own conſequence wholly depends upon 
* 5 . 


\ 
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me; he will certainly endeayour. to court my 
favour: bad habits are often eradicated by 


attempting to aſſume the ſemblance of good 


ones. Adolphus ſtrengthened his father in 
theſe cheering ideas, and determined to do 
all in his power to make Bazile every thing 
he could wiſh, and * the ain —_ 
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CHAP- 


left Amiens, defirous to reach St. Juſte before 


jogged along at the rate of three miles an 
hour; they paſſed it while it was Changing 


conceal themſelves from the Duke de Civ- 
Tac, as the Duke de St, Piene was to eſcape | 


but aprofound| bowVanyal addreſſed to Adol- 


AND ERMANCE. 189 | 


. y - 5 9 * 2 

— — 1 — 4 p 
Oe 0 — - . — 2 
2 — — — — * 


* 1 « 
- * — 988 
a 


— 


"CHAP XII. 


* 


A four 0 clock the Duke and Adolphus 


the diligence, which, though it had ſuch an 
advance upon them, and alſo went poſt, only 


horſes At Breteuil. 


* 


242 
1 


Bazile and Berenger were as anxious is to 


their obſervation; of courſe nothing paſſed, 


phus, Who returned the compliment, and. 

determined, with his father's conſent, to afk 
che honeſt F lamand to ſup with them. _—_ 
e „„ e 
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They racks) St. Juſte before duſk, md 
were ſhewn, according to the uſual cuſtom, 


into a large two-bedded room at the end of 


an old faſhioned gallery, with which all the 
other apart ments communicated. 


Soon after . had paſſec the diligence, 
tbe Duke de St. Piene recollected he had 

not left any orders with his head clerk. con- 
cerning a veſſel daily expected at Dunkirk, 
from Gaudaloupe, in which there was ſome 


conſiderable property belonging to one of 


his friends, conſigned to his care; he there- 
fore determined to write a few lines to Ma- 


dame de Franval, and ſend his letter expreſs 
that evening, for fear any diſagreeable cir- 


cumſtances might ariſe from his neglect. 


He accordingly ſat down to write the mo- 


ment they arrived; and Adolphus ſtepped 


into the garden he ſaw facing the windows 
by way of ſtretching his legs; but his real 
inducement to take this walk was the with 
| he entertained of ſeeing and ſpeaking to 


Bazile anin ro oint out in the moſt 
mes 8 P | 5. 
gentle 


4 11 . 


ſet 
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gentle manner, the impropriety of his pre- 
ſent ſcheme. If he acknowledged (and he 
meant to put the queſtion pretty home to 
him) he was going to Paris unknown to his 
father, he then intended to make uſe of the 


moſt perſiiafive terms to take a polite leave 
of his companions, and ſet out upon his re- 
turn to Havre. He particularly wiſhed 


evety anxiety for this filly youth ſhould be 


baniſhed from his father's mind before the 
meeting with his mother; and knew, could | 
he be once certain he was upon the road to 

Havre, without the attending Paraſites, who 
would flatter even his vices, the Duke would 


be perfectly ealy, To accelerate by every 


means in his power ſo deſirable an event, he 


paced the garden for ſome time, revolving 


in his mind what he ſhould fay to Bazile; 


but upon hearing a carriage advance, came to- 


wards the gate; after deciding to ſeize the 


opportunity of his alighting, that he might 


not loſe ſight of him; whetta ſervant in the 

Marquis de Neufpont's livery came gallop- 

ng into the 1 inn yard, and Jampged! off his 
| borſe. 


1 i en e 


horſe. Adolphus made a ſudden topf handy 
crediting the evidences of his eyes, and ad- 
vanced a few ſteps to take a nearer ſurvey of 
the man, whoſe face he inſtanth recollected, 
he made another ſtop, loſt· in wonder. This 


ſervant was riding poſt; he muſt call to xno])] 


where he was going, but had not ſpoke, 


when a travelling / poſt! coach and fix, he 
knew belonged to the ſame nopleman, fol- 
lowed full ſpeed into the yard, attended by 


ſeveral more ſervants, among whom he re- 
cognized two belonging to his mother; for, 
notwithſtanding her reſidence in the abbey 
St. Antoine, ſhne had {till , ſeveral; male do- 
meſtics in her ſuite, who ere in the in- 
ward courts of the convent. 


tbe reflection that the Ducheſs Was certainly 


in the carriage, fouſed him, and he advanced 


mechanically towards it, thinzing where 
he could tbe: going; Iſome officious per- 
fon: had certainly informed! her of his late 


| | kirk3/otheny as he. had written to inform 
155 her 


Ale | nod = 


| A thouſand 
confuſed ideas ruled into his mind; but 


ent, and ſhe was upon the road to Dun- 


er 
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her he was upon the point of leaving that 


town, and was coming upon buſineſs to 


Paris; ſhe could not ſuppoſe him in any 
danger. It inſtantly ſtruck him Agnes de 


Moncove was of the party; they were on 
the road to meet him by way of making him 
amends for his diſappointment at Ypres ; in 
that caſe his mother was prepared to ſee 
him ; he therefore haſtened forward, and 
reached the coach door at the moment Ma- 


dame de St. Piene had got her foot upon the 


ſtep. The ſervants, who firſt caught ſight 


of him, made way with ſome marks of ſur- 


prize, which induced him to ſuppoſe they 


did not expect to ſee him; and his mother 
raiſing her eyes at that moment, amazed at 
the man's ſudden retreat, exclaimed, gra- 


cious heaven, here is my ſon! and was down 


the ſteps and in his arms in a moment. Every 


other ſentiment. now- gave way to filial ten- 
derneſs in the boſom of Adolphus ; while 
his amiable mother, breathleſs between joy 
and ſurpriſe, ſaid, © how little did I expect 
to meet you here, my Adolphus. As ſhe 


vor. 11. , looked 
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looked in very good health, and IEP in 
| excellent ſpirits, the Duke was convinced 
the was ſtill unacquainted with his accident, 
and that he had been equally miſtaken in 
the other conjecture he had formed ; and, 
before he could aſk an explanation, Madame 
de Neufpont, who had alighted during this 
interval, exclaimed, Well, preſerve me 
from ſuch old-faſhioned ſons, who pay more 
attention to their mother than to young 
beautiful women who have undertaken a 
long journey in queſt of them. N 
"This Wiley made Adolphus oak round 
; towards the coach, for the idea of Palmira 


once more came acrofs him : he was rather 
agrecably ſurpriſed when he only ſaw two 


4% 


do, Fragrant 


_ Who did you 3 to ſee, you pro- 
voking wretch, ” ſaid Madame de Neufpont ; 
En T find you are bent. upon affronting me, 
though 1 was affured the other day 1 looked 
| more lovely than! 5 at ſixteen.” 
of And 


1 + 
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0 a I am convinced your admirers 
have increaſed with your years,” faid Adol- 
phus, « for you are ſtill the admiration of 
the preſent, and are becoming that of the 
rifi ing eneration.” 
2 es for you Minette, (the name 
Madame de Neufpont ulually gave the 
Duchess); 1 but you are really a ſtrange queer 
mortal (perceiving tears of joy trickling 
down her cheeks); you can bear ſorrow with. 
the moſt heroic fortitude, but joy is ſure to 
overpower you. But come, let's go into 
the houſe, and call this rogue to an account 
for appearing here thus unexpectedly, on. 
purpoſe, I do believe, to overturn our fine 
concerted plan, notwithſtanding our great 
ſecrecy; for you muſt know, de Civrac, Wwe 
meant to have ſurpriſed you by our ſudden ap- 
pearance at Dunkirk ; but you have turned 


* 


o- the tables upon us: however, 1 prognoſti- | 
at ; cate you will be avery great General i in time; 
ne, 1 really. think you keep ſpies upon our con- 
ced duct, elſe how came Ou: * ſo very 
Ef * . | n 
And | 


K 2 . « When 


JJö‚;’ 72. 
« When you chuſe to allowance time, Mar- 

chiontfs,”. ſaid ' Adolphus, < I will;.cndea- 

vour to exculpate myſelf to your ſatisfaction; 


believe me I am particularly happy to ſee 


you look ſo well and in ſuch nt | 


ſpirits. . 8 05 

Let I never bad . We an to 8 
forrowſul,”” ſaid the Marchioneſs; „ but I 
can't aſſume a, ſerious. air; my troubles all 
fink deep into my heart, and there they re- 


: main ſo well concealed no one is ever tempted 
to pity me: give me a true tragedy heroine, 
Who can weep and wail and ſtalk about 
with her white: handkerchief. in her hand, 


pouring out her lamentations to the very 
winds, "pages are Fe to meet with commiſe- 
ration. * n . Lf OT) Hh A 


* 4 1 z 4 1 t ( + + a N 
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RN a lad 1 dap and 


| Kein to his mother, who was wiping the 
; Pear drops from her cheeks, but now ſaid, 


With a ſmile, „don't look ſerious, my dear 
Adolphus, you know our gay friend is fond 


of ling in ambiguities ſometimes z but 1 


Proteſt 
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ioteſt this truly agreeable ſurprize has al- 
moſt proved too much for me.“ | 


Indeed you are very right,” ſaid the _ : 


Marchioneſs; now I never loſe the uſe of 


my tongue; more's the pity, ſome imperti- 


nent people would be apt to ſay: the pre- 


ſent company is always excepted upon theſe 


occaſions, Adolphus; but you, Minette, 
ever cry when you ought to laugh; vice 


verſa, J always laugh when I have reaſon to 


cry; pray which is the moſt of a Phitoles 

pher, Adolphus 27 

s it may take him FIR time to de- 

_ Cide,” ſaid the Ducheſs, with your leave, 
we will poſtpone the argument till we have 
aſcended theſe excellent ſtairs.” TED 


A loquacious fille d' Auberge preceded - 


them into a room next the one occupied by 
Adolphus and his father, who, amidſt the 
different ſenſatiuns his mother's arrival had 
occaſioned, had almoſt forgot his fellow tra 


veller; but as they approached his door, he 


made a fort of involuntary ſtep, and unthink- 
1 Sy . 


— 


7 
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ingly ſaid good heavens!.. then as ſuddenly 
checking himſelf, he ruſhed forward, mean: 
ing to put hinrſelf between: his mother and 
the window at which the Duke fat writing; 
wher he perceived the girl had opened the 
door of an adjoining room before they came 
to:theirs, ſaying, as. they entered, this is the 
peſt, room we have. unoccupied, Ladies. 
Monſeignior (loaking at the Duke, who 
had advanced: towards the windows, and u 
trying; to utrange: his nleas) has got ga much 
* better, and dare ſay he. and the other gen- 
Hew2ndwilloheatriniuhs vou ladies, u you 
ate alliftiends, 212-6) ede 3 viity.s 
Very, well, ma fille, ſaid the: Mar- 
chioneſs, if we like; the other room beſt, 
>iveiſhan't;.t make any, ſcruple of turning 
Meſſurs out ;: in the mean while go and 
Haffiſt our woman to bring up the haggage, 
Aan end mea glaſs of Water, for Þ want 
ſarvethingþto:cheer iny ſpirits, throwing her- 
Aelfiinto a chait as! ſhe concluded ſpeaking. 
ho Ducheſs had; remarked, avith! no; fall 
degree of furprile, her ſon's/thoughtle$ ex- 


ch . E clamation, 
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clamat ion and ſubſequent behaviour, and 


perceived he ſeemed buried in a reverie, and 
to have totally forgot any one Was preſent: 
anxious, as may be ſuppoſed, ſhe ſaid, 


pray what occaſioned your ſudden ſtop in 


the paſſage, Adolphus; what made you in 
fach haſte to precede us into the room.“ 
Rouſed by theſe queſtions, the Duke turned 
round, and with ſome degree of beſitation 
faid; ** Upon my word, my dear madam, 1 


1 was not conſcious of my rudeneſs ; my late 
ſurpriſe is all I can plead in extenuation of 


my fault.“ Advancing towards the door, 
while the Ducheſs affected to laugh at his 
gravity, convinced the abſence of mind he 


had betrayed was not occaſioned by her ar- 
rival, Adolphus, fearful his father ſhould 
come into the paſſage, put to the door, while 
the gay Marchioneſs, having equally remarked 
his reverie, ſaid; I proteſt» you don't feem 


to know what you are about de Civrac. 4 
Adolphus attempted to laugh off the remark, 


. though he could not 1 8 np: acknow- 


po a i 10 tt 0 219 25 U 
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55 « You are too much of a Ber Pol the art 
an bes: as myſelf, 5 laid the ad pes ; 
you may be an adept in ruſe. de guerres, 
but don't ſeem likely to ſhine in ruſes da: 
meur; for I am well convinced your: trayel- 


ling companion does not come under the 


denomination of a gentleman; ſome ſmart 
little F lamanel moſt likely. So to be honeſt 
at once, aad lave me a world of uſeleſs con 


K 5 - WE e Hh > 


" * 
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A that POIROT Madarns de St. Piens 


lime. “ for heaven's 2 ee | 


what 3 is 22 matter * 


ts big while liſtening to Ma- | 


my Ad de Neufpont, though he had paid very 
2 little attention to what ſhe ſaid, he had taken 
of his hat, which he had hitherto wore to 


conceal what his mother: now caught ſight 
of, the black riband bouud round his bead; 


he was abſorbed | m thought, reflecting in 
what manner to bring about the meeting 


oY i between 


SWV 
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between his parents, wondering whether they 
would recollect earh other, that he hardly 
attended to his mother's queſtion, till ſhe 


advanced towards him; © what has hap- 


pened? and why do you wear that rib- 
band?” Angry with himſelf, for being fo in- 


attentive, he ſaid, I really did not under- 


ſtand you at firſt, my dear ma'am ; the 
warm weather made my huſſar cap chafe my 
temples, and it is troubleſome when 1 wear 


my hat without that ribband.” At any 


other time this explanation would perſectly 


£ have ſatisfied the Ducheſs, but ſhe ſaw his 


mind was pre-occupicd, . and could nat help 
fancying ſomething preyed upon his (pirits ; | 
he looked as it he had been ill; that idea 
was alone ſufficient to alarm her —his natu- 


nal gaiety ſeemed totally to have forſaken 
him, and Madame de Neufpont” s raillery re- 


: mained - unanſwered ; ; yet her conjectures 


concerning his companion were, certainly er- 
roneous. Not chuſing to feem. « curious in 
that reſpect, ſhe only made very particular 
enquiries concerning his health; and received 


K 5 : very 
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very ssen anſwers, And every aluranct 
'Tnoſt likely to calm hier fears. Madame de 


Neufpont thought he had been ill, though 


the affected not to perceive any alteration in 
His countenance ſince they laſt parted, ri- 

band N which ſhe ald was a e 
fore taken it for granted he wore it as an or- 
0 nament : however, ill or well, he muſt return 
\ with them to Dunkirk ; and travelling would 
'be of infinite ſervice to them all; for her 


own part ſhe had laboured under av ery g great | 


- prion of ſpirits for the laſt week.” 


„ + -4 «& 


i ranging his own n plan to aſk any cxplanktion 
| of this laſt phraſe, or even to enquue what 


; had occaſioned their Wein only ſaid be 


YE ESE, 


2 7 of objedts: would afford, wed dice 


Madame ge Welke to re-afſume her 
ſug] LY BCT od adortloes 


12 : . I * 
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Unſocial wretch!” faid the Marchi- 
dale our ſang froid, when hinting at 
my tolly, is inimitable !— How like. your 
1 00 ſhe would have faid ; ;—mercy upon 
me—your provoking raillery, man, has dif- 
ordered my weak brain, but remeniber you 
have not. cleared yourſelf yet from the grave 
accuſations-I haye laid to your charge z fo 

Pray, firſt of all, tell us how you came here, 
1 and where you were going; for you. ſhall 


now travel our road, Which may prove a very 


ſeyere penance for your pioadilloes.” 1 8 
« I was going to Paris, my dear ma” am, 


upon buſineſs of importance, and am rather 


amazed to find my mother and you are ſo 
unacquainted with my intentions of leaving 
Dunkirk,” mentioning. the letter he had 


5 wrote to the Ducheſs on the day 25 


14 


: his departure. 4 


am the occaſion of het not having re- 
ceived it,” ſaid the Marchioheſs, “ for the 
left Paris three days ago merely to oblige 
me, and u upon a moſt generous errand, wich 
in x poſſible, to reſtore a filly romantic 
. Xx 6 young 
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young; enthuſiaſt to them uſe of her ſenſes; 
unfortunately ſhe has compleatly failed in 


her undertaking; for where no reaſon is 
given for acting abſurdly, tis in vain to en- 
deavour to confute folly, by argument — tis 


like fighting with the wind —ſo no wonder 
your mother's ere W was of no 
avail. 8 tit 
3 Yet who could be deaf. to her nil; 
gentle accents?” ſaid Adolphus; « but you 
Teally delight in riddles, Marchioneſs: am ] 
to put my imagination to the rack, or do 
you intend to explain your meaning?“ 
am very glad I have raiſed. your cu- 
rioſity, ſaid the Marchioneſs; * but re- 
member 1 My. think you een lilly, 
6.990 3 z for you . muſt 8 
Palmira, your betrothed bride has taken it 


into her head to fruſtrate all our kind inten- 


tions, by. turning nun; and yet does not 


chuſe ta, give one. plauſible reaſon, in my 


opinion, for her fqlly and devotion, or more 
Properly cathyfaln, wich is all ſhe pleads; 


and N 
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and yet is ſo determined in her reſolution, I 
am convinced ſhe thinks ſhe is eee * TOE | 
* meritorious 2 8 85 E + 


Aldi dehnt very much ſoprlecl, 
looked at his mother, who ſaid “ There is 
no accounting for the caprice of either 
young or old, my dear Adolphus; and 1 
can't place this ſudden fervour (certainly the 
effect of miſtaken zeal) to any other cauſe, 
ſince it renders my {till favourite Palmira 
deaf to the voice of reaſon, and even ſuppli- 
cations of her indulgent parents. This 
ſtrange reſolution certainly proceeds from 
ſome ſecret cauſe we are unable to fathom; 
for it is as ſudden as it is wonderful; yet 1 
can't pretend to doubt the fincerity of her 
vocation; and if ſhe is really actuated by 
any religious fears or ſcruples, ſhe muſt, if 

: they were not entirely removed, be miſerable _ 
in the world: in a cloiſter, as I have repeat- 
edly told her, a num muſt be a ſaint, or the 
exact reverſe of every thing that is good; 
there is no middle path, and I make no doubt 
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8 


l prove an example t hi; DAT he ſh 
has choſen for her retreat. 
don't pretend to dive ſo far into = 


matter as you do, Minette,” faid the Mar- 


chioneſs:· the nuns have diſcovered the 
filly gi. l's weak fide, and have - ſeduced her 
imagination by exaggerated deſcriptions of 


- the charms of a monaſtic life: were I certain 


ſhe would never repent her precipitation, her 
folly would give me no concern; for that 
ſort of devotion that forces a child to ſeclude 


herſelf from her parents and friends, does not 


appar to me to be very: meritorious.” . 
„Po not let us condemn — is 


5 founded upon virtue, faid the Ducheſs ; 
even prejudice in that caſe ought to be 
| reſpected, and eligious ſeruples, if they 
can't be removed, cl. ever be . 


Fi 


ſacred.” 15 117 \F 11 l 


Ts are my ineffe@uals ravings e ever 


| ſilenced,” : faid; the Marchioneſs; but you, I 


hope, Adolphus, will rade 1 have 


Heat reaſon to be low ſpirited.” 


4 muſt acknowledge + ob Golly de Mon. 


cove has formed a very ſtrange reſolution, 
Mar- 
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Marchidtieſs/ but preſüme you don't mean 
to permit her to take the veil till ſue is five” 
and twenty; and between this and then a 
thouſand unforeſeen events may take place; 
to o induce her to alter her reſolution. “?? 
„Oh! the Marquis is ſo angry, he de- 
clares ſhe" may take the veil to- mo row, if 


the chuſes; he only requeſted, as a parti- 


cular favour,” ſhe would allow you to viſit 
her, thinking (for your ſex are all naturally 


vain) your perſuaſions would have induced 
her to draw compariſons not much in favour 
of a monaſtic life; but ſhe poſitively refuſed 
to oblige him; he therefore proteſts ſhe 
means to realize the romance of the ſpiritual | 
Quixote, ſo thinks it high time ſhe ſhould 


bury herſelf and her abſurdities in a nun- 
nery; and I am determined to bear my 


misfortunes with patience, though I ſhall 


never forgive the old bigot who has helped to 


unſettle the deluded girl's mind; excuſe me, 
for I am talking of your dear pious aunt, 
Madame la Marechal de l' Hotelſain, who 
toppors her by" the moſt n W 5 
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in her mad reſolution, and who never "3 
ples to wound the moſt generous minds, by 
teverting to paſt events, under the holy pte- 
tence of religion. Don't be angry, 1 Minette, 
for I muſt ſpeak my mind of this female 
rartuſſe, a mere compoſition of pride, folly, 
| Ignorance, and ſuperſtition ; ; and ſhe has 
infected Palmira with her tainted breath, 
while ſhe has poiſoned her mind by argu- 
ments a child of two years old, in their 
rigut ſenſes, might confute ; however, find- 
ing it in vain to reſcue the ill- fated girl from 
her clutches, we left Senlis, and were. coming | 
poſt haſte to Dunkirk to impart our melan- 

choly tale, and receive your conſolations.” 0 


Pr 


1 . as a 1 
to what. Madame de N eufpont ſaid; but his. 
mind was fo, differently occupied, he ſcarcely 
underſto od a word, hut ſtill continued in the 
fame e. attentive poſture after ſhe 
had ceaſed: - ſpeaking. She contemplated þ 
him in ſlence for a few ſeconds—then ſaid 

766 When 


'4 . 
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« When do yqu mean to favour us, Duke. 
with the fubject of Jour PSY medi- 
tations; 1 * 
0 You won't allow me time to arrange my 
ideas, Marchioneſs,“ ſaid the diſconcerted 
Adolphus ; * yet would have accuſed me 
of impoliteneſs, had I interrupted you; but 
really you ſeem in ſuch fpirits, I am mn 
tempted to believe you are joking with me.? 

„Though I never was ſerious for half an 
hour together in my life, de Civrac, I am 
poſitively in earneſt now; and ſhall be ab- 
ſolutely grave if you mean to compleat the 
tragedy by dying tor love of A fooliſh ein you 
never faw.” 

I ſhould be very 10 aſtoniſhed, 8 aid 
the Ducheſs, © if any body were inclined to 
pity or conſole the mother whatever might 
be their feelings with reſpect to the daughter; 
but your's is all forced gaiety, my lovely 
friend, merely aſſumed to conceal feelin 
which will do you the utmoſt honour—ſs 
ley: $ change the — eee, 
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FEY'S 1 


Madame 85 N eufpont could. not e up 
the farce any longer. She was.a true French 
woman in ſome: reſpects, and poſſeſſed a flow 
of ſpirits which might lead undiſcerning ob- 
ſervers to fancy ſhe. was deficient in point of 
feeling: beſides, ſhe was very unwilling to 
allow; age crept on in ſpite of her vivacity; 


yet ſhe poſſeſſed a moſt excellent heart, and 


would have ſacrificed her life to ſerve het 
firſt a and deareſt friend, whoſe early misfor- 
tunes, borne with ſuch. heroic fortitude, yet 


meek. humility, made her look up to her 
with the lame. awe. and. reverence ſhe would 
have done her literary faint... Having taken 


a turn to the window to wipe away ſome tears 


8 ſhe had not been able. otherwiſe to diſperſe, 


and to drink A. glas of. water her woman hag 


| brovght. her, ſhe returned again towards 
Adolphus, ſaying, © «You have reſided among 


| tholegroſs Flamands, Duke, till you, have 


boſt all your pdliteneſs—do you ſuppoſe nei⸗ 


ther your mother nor me required any. fe- 
freſbment. after,. our, dirty ride, not to men- 


tion aur. ſubſequent ſurpriſe and flurry ?” 
2985 Adolphus, 
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Adolphus, perfectly conſcious he deferved 
this reproof, tried'to repair his want of atten- 
tien; ſome wine was ordered, and he pre- 
vailed upon both ladies to drink a glaſs, to 
correct the water; but as the ſervants were 
now bringing in the baggage, and aſking 
queſtions, Adolphus ſeized the opportunity 
to retire towards the window, and wrote 
with à pencil upon the cover e a letter che 
following worde: 

„My dear Madame de Moat: kams | 
lade Eatült to requeſt a fed minutes privats 
düdience with yo, devoled Have, who has 
5 fomething of the utmoſt importance to com 
münicate TIO your befl Red 3 
La 3} M11 7770 Gabat 2 1K 

e 000 caught the abet ey | 
aud Mipped the paper into her Hand, under 
Pretence of Us for ſomething oi bf tin 
1 carriage.” She inimediately” Wente into“ the 
gallery to read it; from the moment they 
had entered their apartment; ſhe had ſuf. 
pected Adolphus had ſomething 'upen” 1 his 
de bis — therefore, flattered-her 
ad * 1 | Y — excredibgly, 
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exceedingly, and very anxious to learn this 
important ſecret, - ſhe. returned into the 
room, "reſolving in her own mind ſome 
ſcheme to ſee the Duke alone: ſhe fat down 
for a few ſeconds, gave a ſigh, which Adol- 
phus remarked, and adviſed her to drink 
another glaſs of wine. You think, I pre- 
ſume, my brain is not ſufficiently upon the 


whirl at preſent, Duke; ; but do give your | 
arm, and let us go and take a turn in the 


garden you came out of: I have ſomething 


for your private ear; excuſe us for a ſhort. 


time, Minette; you can order luppes the 
while.“ 


A Mighty well, & faig the Ducheſs; 4 * but 
if you exceed a quarter of an hour, I ſhall 


come in ſearch of you.” They were leaving 
the room when her Grace, who was parti- 
cularly anxious to diſcover who was in the 

next apartment, ſaid, Where ſhall we 
ſup ?- your's is the beſt wont, my tay, 


Adolphus.” 
I ſhould long ſince awd made an offer 


of i it, "me dear ma'ain, it an officer, a friend 
of 


5 
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ata mine (for I mean to convince you both it 
is not à lady) was not a little indiſpoſed, 
and I did not wiſh. to have him diſturbed juſt 
npw, but I hope he will be well e to 
allow us to ſup here.“ 

I beg the gentleman may not be de- 
ranged upon our account, ſaid the Ducheſs, 
rather more ſatisfied; but Adolphus, fear- 
ful his father might have finiſhed his letter, 
and, come out into the gallery during his ab- 
ſence, was again embarraſſed how to act, 
and whether he ought or not to go into the 
garden, as all his precautions would be ren- 
dered uſeleſs, if they ſhould ſee and know 

each other after ſuch an abſence; he there- 
fore intreated Madame de Neufpont would 
allow him to ſtep in to his friend before he 
attended her down ſtairs: his look, while he 
made this requeſt, convinced her his com- 
panion, whoever he was, was concerned in 
the pending myſtery; the therefore deſired 
he would be expeditious,” elſe; ſhe ſhould 
think he. was 10 no balte to hear her mighty 
tecret 

Addis. 
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Adolphus hardly allowed her to ceaſe 
ſpeaking, ere he hurried into the next room, 
and took care to ſnut too the door after him, 
before he looked ound, and was almoſt in- 
ſtantly ſeized by his impatient father. who 


trembled every joint of him: Who was 


that I ſaw alight juſt now?“ was his firſt 
word—*, it muſt. be. her—it certainly was 
your mother — ſpeak, my deareſt Adolphus — 


only let me know whether I am under the 


ſame roof with Madame de St. Piene.“ 

« You certainly are, my dear Sir; but for 
heaven s fake calm theſe tranſports: as yet 
my mother has not the _ luſpicion of 
the pleaſure that awaits her.“ 

« am perfectly happy, my Adolphus,” 


faid the Duke, while in ſuſpence ; © I hardly 
know how I felt—but now I am at a certainy 


I can compoſe myſelf ; 1 thought you would 


never have returned ; I firſt ſaw the livery— 


but did not you expect to meet her— did 
not you: 45 


. « Upon my honour, my dear Sir,” ſaid 


Adolphus, our meeting was wholly un- 
: __ 
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expected on both ſides,” mentioning where 


the ladies were going, not having received 
his letter, and what his intentions were re- 


{petting Madame de Neufpont : the Duke 


approved of all he had done, and agreed the 
Marchioneſs was the moſt proper perſon to 
communicate the agreeable tidings to his 
mother; therefore hurried Adolphus away, 

promiſing to compoſe himſelf for the bappy 
moment. 


Fd 
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Manans de Neufpont proteſted he 


turned, and inſtantly caught hold of his arm, 
ſaying, Come along; it will be quite 


{uſpence till to-morrow.” 


he had found his inend. 


impatient to be introduced to you, that he 


quaintance with you.” 


had been abſent half an hour, when he re- 
dark; I have half a mind to keep 928 in 


Madame de St. Piene aſked her ſon how 


Much better, my dear ma'am, and very 
may have the plea ey of enn his e 


5 « Oh! ; 
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ec Oh! then it is ſome gentleman [ have | 


known,” ſaid the Ducheſs. 
Was there ever ſuch a Es creature?“ 


faid the Marchioneſs: * come along, Duke; 


you ſhall not ſtay * to enter into a thouſand 
details concerning your ſick companion— 
hurry him out of the room:“ The moment 
they were out of hearing.“ Now for pity's 


fake, my dear fellow, don't keep me in ſuſ- 


pence—you know it does not ſuit my diſ- 
pofition Who have you got in that next 
room?“ 


1 © do not mean to be very prolix, my 


dear ma'am,” ſaid Adolphus, as I wiſh you, 
with every precaution your friendſhip can 
inſpire you with, to prepare my mother to 


receive this companion of mine, who is no 
other than the Duke de St. Piene, my 
father, —in one word, who has ſo long been 
| ſuppoſed dead.” ; 
« Oh! my poor dear Minette, ſaid the 
Marchioneſs, half breathleſs, and ſitting 
down upon a bench they were near, to give 
vent to a violent burſt of tears : her firſt 
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emotion was ſucceeded by a ſhout of mirth ; 

ſhe then proteſted ſhe grew fooliſh as ſhe 
grew older; but come, do tell me more, 
dear Adolphus :—no, no, I won't hear a 
word! will have it n from the firſt hand :— 
come, do let's go in.“ 


Adolphus reminded her ſhe was rather too 
much agitated to return immediately, and 
| begged ſhe would be very cautious how ſhe 


broke the welcome news to his mother: She 
ſoon wiped her eyes, and declared this was 


by far the moſt diſagreeable commiſſion ſhe 
had ever undertaken; but would take a 
turn or two in the garden to compoſe her 
| agitated ſpirits. 


They had juſt 1 foot of the 


ſtairs which catr.e down under a large arch- 
way, forming the entrance into the inn yard, 
when who ſhould come laughing towards 
them, having ju alighted from the dili- 


gence, Which did not drive in, but Bazile 


and his companion. The moment, how- 
. - ever, 
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ever, he caught ſight of the Duke, Bazile 


turned upon his heel it began to be dark 


he therefore hoped to eſcape unperceived; 


but in his haſty retreat he had nearly overſet 


the ſurgeon, who was cloſe behind him, and 


now begged to know what he had ſeen to 
alarm him. Adolphus ſaw Vanval, and 
waited a moment till he came near; then 
ſaid - Remember, my good friend, I ſhall 
expect an early viſit at —— de St. 


Firmin.“ 


The ſurgeon, ſeeing his Grace in company 


with a lady, whoſe dreis and appearance 


announced her to be of ſome diſtinction, 


imagined he could not ſee either him or the 


Receiver General that evening; therefore 


bowed, and faid he ſhould certainly do him- 


ſelf that honour. While they were going 


up ftairs, Madame de Neutpont {aid—*< Do, 


my dear Adolphus, contrive to let me ſee my 
dear and long-loſt friend before I enter upon 
my arduous taſk ; for you muſt know I can 
hardly 3 myſelf all I have heard is not 
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an illuſion of my poor brain I am certain 
I ſhall know the Duke again, let him be 
ever ſo much altered.” 

« I won't ſtop a moment—I find you 
don't place much faith in my veracity,” 
ſaid Adolphus; © however, you ſhall be 
convinced I don't mean to impoſe upon 
you, if J can afford you an opportunity, 
unperceived by Madame de St. Piene, who 
was aſtoniſhed to ſee them return ſo ſpeedily, 
ſhe ſaid, conſidering the important buſineſs 
they went upon. 


% Oh! ſoon,” ſaid my Minette; “ but 
the garden is really ſo well laid out, with 
ſuch taſte and elegance, we came back to 
prevail upon you to take a ſhort turn, but 


while we were coming up ſtairs, I reflected 


upon ſomething elſe I want to communicate 


to Adolphus—lo do take Annette with you, 
and I will follow you in two minutes. You 


deal in myſteries to-night.” 


ee My good friend,” ſaid the uche 
&« but remember I ſhall ſoon be tired of 


Waking 


11 


ing 
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walking alone, going down ſtairs with her 


wowan, rather aſtoniſhed at both her friend's 
and ſon's behaviour. 

The moment ſhe was at the bottom of 
the ſtairs, Adolphus accompanied the impa- 
tient Marchioneſs into his father's room. 
She looked at him very anxiouſly for a few 
ſeconds, and was try:ng to ſpeak, but her 
heart was too full, therefore met the Duke's 
embrace 1n filence ; and when ſhe recovered 
her ſpeech, ſaid “Now, I am perfectly ſatis- 
fied, and won't keep our dear Minette a mo- 
ment longer in ignorance. I ſhould, have 
known you, my amiable friend, had I met 
you any where by accident, therefore am 
ſure your 'wife would, for four and-twenty 
years has not made near the alteration. in 
your lace and perſon it has in mine.“ 


The Duke paid a FED very 3 
compliments, and after a very ſhort time 
ſpent in congratulations, and in entering 
into a few neceſſary details the Duke wiſhed 

"3 his 
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his wife to be made acquainted with, 
Madame de Neufpont haſtened into the 
garden to join her friend, leaving Adol- 
phus with his father, having promiſed to 
ſend for him as ſoon as poſſible, as ſhe 
meant him io have the pleaſure of intro- 
ducing his parents to each other. 


She met with de St. Piene upon her return 
to the houſe, who aſked her how ſhe could 
think of {ending her to ſee ſuch a wilderneſs 
of weeds and rubbiſh ? Madame de Neuf- 
pont laughed, and ſaid it certainly afforded 
one very great convenience; there was a 
very fine arbour, where lovers might con- 
verle at their eaſe, or the neighbouring 


peaſants ſmoke their pipes at leiſure, and 


ſnuff up the freſh breeze between every whiff; 


come, let you and 180 and fit down there, 
and talk of paſt times,” 


Oh, we can do that 1 in our own room,” 


faid the Ducheſs ; © it grows late ; ; where 1 1s 
Adolphus ph 


4 [ 
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I left him with his friend, and promiſed 
to ſend for them both when we were able to 
receive them.“ 

* You mean, I preſume, they are to join 
= Ws: when it ſuits the ſtranger : come, let's 
go in.“ | 

« I poſitively meant what I ſaid, Minette: : 
I have already been introduced to the fineſt 
fellow I ever ſaw, and you will be of the ſame 
opinion when you have ſeen him. I am 

much miſtaken if he does not .make you re- 
pent a raſh promiſe you once made in an 
evil hour,” » | 1 3 
« am certain he will not be able to mike 
you ſerious for an hour together. What 
promiſe did I ever make can have any thing 
to do with him? Who is he? ſome body I 
am acquainted with, I ſuppoſe, from what 
Adolphus faid.” | 

Even ſo, my beſt Minette, 1 a ofa 
you will be overjoyed to fee: you made a 
vow (for it was more than a promiſe) never 
to marry again ; therefore I merely wiſh to 

i 
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put you upon your guard; ;—invalids are 
very intereſting ſometimes.” 
«I poſitively begin to think you wild, 
Marchioneſs; you know I don't like to hear 
you talk nonſenſe ; I never made either a 
vow or a promiſe I did not mean ſtrictly to 
keep, as far as lay in my power; ſo pray don't 
entertain any fears for my peace of mind; 


this' gentleman muſt be more than. mor- 


tal to make me repent of the promiſe you 
allude to.“ 

He is more than mortal my dear frie d, 
a man riſen, as it were from the dead.“ 


Madame de St. Piene had long been ac- 
cuſtomed to her gay friend's lively ſallies; 
but this ſpeech raiſed a hope ſhe dare not 
give way to, or even acknowledge, Few 
people had more the command of their 
_ paſſions; the looked the Marchioneſs full in 


the face, while ſhe ſaid, Pray explain what 


you mean, my friend; there is but one 


event, and that is now barely within the 


bounds of probability, could affect ;—can 
3 „ it 


it 
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it be paſſible your ſpeech alludes, in the re- 
moteſt degree, to what I have long ceaſed 
even daring to hope.“ 15 
“ Bleſs me! what have I ſaid to make you 
thus anxious Minette? what am I to ex- 
plain?“ 


« Who is the gentleman you have been 
introduced to, Marchioneſs ? Your looks, 
and ſtrange diſcourſe - My ſon's unuſual ab- 

ſence of mind the ſeeming underſtanding 

ſubſiſting between you—all, all requires an 

explanation. . 

'« Now I fuppoſe I ſhall be cent of 
intriguing with your ſoa : very fine truly— 
but let's go up ſtairs, and I will tell him what 
pretty da our zele-a tete has given 

ile to,“ 5 
Why all theſe evaſions, Marchioneſs? 
J truſt I am able to bear either ſorrowful or 
joyful tidings with ſome degree of equani- 
mity ; ſuſpence is far more difficult to bear 
than the very worſt certainty.“ 

« Now you know, Minette, what a wa⸗ 

ful figure I ſhould make! in a tragedy ; ; there- 
3 5. fore, 
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fore, believe me, I am only the joyful herald 


of the moſt agreeable tidings ; ſo form a 
wiſh, and it ſhall be granted, if poſſible 3 


for Adolphus has been giving me ſome in- 


ſtructions which will enable me to deal 1n 
magic upon this occaſion.” | 
My wiſh is formed,” ſaid the Bibel, 
exceſſively agitated, and preſſing the Mar- 
chiĩoneſs's arm with great violence. 

| „Well,“ faid the latter, © I only hope J 
have not promiſcd more than 1 can per- 
form : but come along, I will exert all my 
ſkill in your favour.” 


When they reached their room, Madame 
de Neufpont poured out a glaſs of wine, 


ſaying, 1 am not fond of too much water, 


drink that, and I will begin my incantions.” 


The Ducheſs eagerly ſwallowed it not to 
delay time, and acknowledged ſhe felt a very 
great finkingat her heart; © but now tell me,” 
the exclaimed, 86 poſhble! is my dear 

| 4 + and 


oy 
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and long-loſt huſband till linz! has he 


made himſelf known to our ſon.” 


I have ſeen a gentleman who bears a 
{trong reſemblance to the Duke de St. Piene, 
who led you to the altar, Minette, ſome 
five-and-twenty years ago; and muſt ac-⸗ 
knowledge he has endeavoured to impoſe 
himſelf upon Adolphus for his father.” 

No you, my dear friend, will be able 
to detect the fraud, if any has been practiſed: 


let me ſee him this moment, Marchioneſs; 
but is he really ill?” 


« As well as I am at this inſtant, my beſt 


friend.” 


Then it muſt be he,” ſaid the Ducheſs, 


flinging herſelf into Madame de Neufpont's 


arms, and giving way to a violent, flood of 
tears ſhe had till then been able to ſuppreſs ; 


ard ſhall I be again fo bleſt! only ſay, 


deareſt of friends, you have ſeen my huſ- 


band, for you could not be deceived more 


than myſelf.“ 
* believe it was him,” {aid Madame 45 


8 cufpont ; but you ſhall lee him alſo, and 


1 Judge 
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judge for yourſelf, if you will ; but be com- 
poled, for Iaſſure you there are great doubts 
ariſe in my mind, as this gentleman acknows- 
ledges, though now a widower, he has been 
married a 900 time; nay, has even ſeve- 
ral children.” 

„So much the better, my friend; his 
children ſhall ſhall be mine, and we will try 
who can love them moſt : his fortune has 
greatly accumulated ſince his abſence; he 

will therefore have it in his power to provide 
for them amply.“ 

« Oh, I believe theſe young people are al- 
ready very rich.” 

Well, rich or poor, only let me ſee kim, 
Marchioneſs; I know him to be a man of 
honour in the ſtricteſt ſenſe of the word; 


but his actions have convinced the world in 


general of that important truth, and I know 
how he, as well as myſelf, has been de- 
ceived. |) x | 


e who had been occupied nearly 
in the lame way Madame de Neufpont had 
been 


S838 — 
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been, began to be anxious for the expected 


ſummons; and this quarter of an hour 
ſeemed an age to the impatient Duke. Ma- 
dame de Neufpont ſtill endeavoured to de- 


lay time, till the Ducheſs, hearing her ſon's 
voice in the next room, gave three raps with 
her hand upon the partition, which brought 
Adolphus to her in a moment, fearful the wel- 
come news had proved too much for her, and 


that Madame de Neufpont wanted aſſiſt- 
ance. The Duke followed his fon ot to. 
liſten at the door ; th e moment he heard his 


wife exclaim, «Oh, my ſon! where, where 
is he ?” he ruſhed in“ there is the impoſ- 
tor,” ſaid the Marchioneſs. 


No, it is himſelf,” ſaid the Ducheſs, 


ſinking into her enraptured buſband's arms, 
and all their paſe ſorrows ſeemed. to be for- 
got in this embrace. 


When they were rather more colppaſed, 


the Duke ſaid, looking at his wife, “ he was 
afraid ſhe would have great reaſon to ſuppoſe : 
Ts he 
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he paid very little reſpeR to her memory, 
when ſhe learned- | 
„I know all,” ſaid the Dod my 
friend tells me you have children, the fruit 
of a ſecond engagement; are they boys or 
girls? or young enough to require my care? 
if they are, I ſhall undertake the taſk with 
pleaſure.” | 

« ] have one brother, and two maſt 
amiable ſiſters, my dear mother,” ſaid Adol- 
” phus, « whom I am ſure you will ſoon be 

very fond or the youngeſt. is in her ſix- 
teenth year.” 

Then no honour will fal to my ſhare,” 
faid the Ducheſs ; © but where do they re- 
© 68 
=> At Duokick: my dear Mother ; and 
this gentleman (turning to his father) is the 
Receiver General my late letters have been 
ſo full of.” 

How wonderful are the decrees of Pro- 
vidence'! vs laid the amiable Ducheſs. 


 Whils 
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While the Duke was at a loſs either to 


expreſs his joy or his gratitude for his wife's 
palt and preſent exemplary behaviour, Adol- _ 


phus participated moſt ſincerely in their 
mutual feeling; and- this joyful re-union 
ſeemed to make him dearer, if poſſible, to 

his now happy parents, who each gloried in a 
{on both had ſuch reaſon to be proud of. 


Madame de Neufpont's gaiety exceeded 
all bounds, as ſhe proteſted ſhe had not dared 
give way to her natural diſpoſition in her 


friend's preſence for the laſt four-and-twenty 
years; but fince the ſpell ſhe had always 
attributed to Madame de I Hotelſain's pious: 
ſcarification of the Duke was broken, ſhe _ 


believed ſhe . ſhould forgive the old bigot, 
not though ſhe attributed her own mis- 


fortunes in a great meaſure to her ruling 


paſſion. 


t I hope you don't uſe the word musfor- 


tune in its full ſenſe, my gay friend,” faid 


the Duke; bleſt with an amiable huſband _ 


n 


and two lovely daughters, through what 


channel can calamity have reached you?“ 
Ik we had not real evils, you know St. 


Piene, we conjure up imaginary ones; but 


J am poſitively fretting for my eldeſt daugh- 
ter's folly, repeating what ſhe had already 


told Adolphus, who had neither time nor 


inclination to enter upon the ſubject ; in- 
_ deed he had paid fo little attention to what 
Madame de Neufpont faid, he muſt have 


made a very ſtrange ftory of it to. the Duke. 


His Grace expreſſed his ſurpriſe at ſo 


young a perſon's forming ſo ſtrange a reſo- 


lution ; blamed Madame de St. I Hotelfain,. 


yet declared he thought himſelf obliged to 


her zeal, as the mark ſhe affixed: upon his. 


ſhoulder might have ſerved to prove the 
identity of his perſon: ſtill it was very odd. 


ſhe ſhould have gained ſuch an aſcendency 


cover Palmira's mind; and it was ſtill more 
wonderful ſhe did not chuſe to give ſome 


ſtronger reaſon for fo ſudden a change in her 
diſpoſition. Unwilling to talk any more 


upon 
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upon the ſubject in ſo happy a moment, and 
thinking the amiable couple could very well 
diſpenſe with her company for a ſhort time, 
ſhe role from her ſeat, and aſked Adolphus 
if he would accompany her to ſec how their 
ſupper went on. Actuated by the ſame mo- 
tive, he followed her into the next room, 
where the Marchioneſs entered into ſeveral 
details reſpecting Palmira's ſtrange determi- 
nation, which ſhe ſolely attributed to Ma- 
dame de l'Hotelſain. However, my dear 
Adolphus,” ſhe proceeded, * if I was to take 
leave of my ſenſes likewiſe, you know it 
would not mend the matter. Your truly 
amiable mother, who entertained a much 
more favourable opinion of her than ſhe de- 
ſerves, is as much, nay, as ſhe is ſo truly kind, | 
perhaps more hurt at her folly than I am, 
All there is to be ſaid is, if the infatuated 
ſilly girl repents when it is too late, ſhe won't 
have any one to blame but herſelf. You 
have ſeen my youngeſt daughter, my ſiſter 
writes me word, and did not ſeem diſpleaſed 
with her : ſhe bears rather too much refer» 

blance 
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blance to her giddy mother, but chat failing 
may mend; and as neither the Ducheſs nor 
myſelf could ſuppoſe you were in love with 
the would- be- nun, knowing you are not at all 
inclined to be romantic, and that mere re- 
port ſeldom excites that ſentiment, we, 
inſtead of returning to Paris, when we found 
we had no chance of ſucceeding with Pal- 
mira, were haſtening away to Bourbourg to 
fetch Ermance home, wiſhing to ſtudy her 
diſpoſition, who had ſeen little of tbe world; 

and try if we could anſwer to our conſciences 


to recommend her to ſupply the place of her 
A 


Adolphus was now a moſt attentive audi- 
tor; he tried to look ſerious while Madame 
de Neufpont was bewailing Palmira's per- 


verſeneſs; but joy ſparkled in his eyes at the 

concluſion of her ſpeech. Stifling his feel- 
ings as much as he was able, he only gave 
Madame de Neufpont to underſtand, he 
| ſhould be happy to meet her propoſal ; and 
gave her ſome account of what had paſſed 
ns 
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during his reſidence at Ypres, and what had 


befallen him and the Duke on their return 


to Dunkirk. 


The Marchioneſs was very happy to think 
ſo ſhocking an accident had not been at- 
tended with more dangerous conſequences ; 


and that it had brought about the re- union 
of her two deareſt friends. She then aſſured 
him if ſte did not purſue her journey to 
Bourbourg, ſhe meant very ſpeedily to fend 


for Ermance home, who ſhe knew was as 
anxious to quit the chapter-houſe as her ſiſ- 


ter was to bury herſelf in a cloiſter. 


The appearance of ſupper put an end to 
their converſation; and Adolphus went to 
call his father and mother, that they might 
converſe without reſtraint. As ſoon as every 
thing was placed upon the table, ſervants 
and waiters were all diſmiſſed; they were in- 


finitely too happy to do much honour to the 
repaſt; which, being over, madam de Neuf- 
| pont, whoſe hopes were all revived by what 


Adolphus : 
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Adolphus had ſaid, repeated part of their 
converſation, and hoped his Grace would not 
withold his conſent to the propoſed union. 


« My firſt, nay, my greateſt wiſh, Mar- 

chioneſs, is to ſee my ſon completely happy; 
and I think he ſtands every chance of being 
ſo with the amiable Ermance, whom 1 foon 
diſcovered——” Adolphus coloured and 
looked at his father, who laughed at his con- 
tuſion.—** What, I ſuppoſe he has not told 
you the lovely canoneſs ſtole his heart, and 
made him almoſt repent his previous en- 
gagement to Palmira.“ 
« Is it poſſible,” ſaid Madame de Neuf. 
pont; has my little Ermance made fo fa- 
vourable an impreſſion during that period? 
I ſhall now glory in her being like we 


The Duke mentioned his ſon's half ac- 

knowledgment, and what paſſed between 
them upon the ſubject; aſſuring the ladies 
he meant to have objected to his ſon's mar- 


rying 
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marrying Palmira, and to have given them 


his reaſons for ſo doing. 


L' homme propoſe, et Dien diſpoſe—1s ve- 
rified in this inſtance,” ſaid the Ducheſs. 

« T ſhall think no more of the recluſe,” 
ſaid the Marchionels, * fince I ſhall thus, at 
all events, be related to my belt friends.“ 


Before they ſeparated for the night, it was 


agreed they ſhould ſet out for Paris in the 


morning; and Madame de Neufpont de- 
clared ſhe would diſpatch an expreſs to her 

ſiſter before ſhe left St. Juſte, to entreat 
ſhe would accompany Ermance to Paris as 


ſoon as poſſible; though ſhe ſhould not 


enter into any details, as ſhe wiſhed herſelf 


to inform Ermance of her happy proſpect. 
It was adage, before they retired. 


_ Adolphus was very happy when he found 
himſelf alone, and at liberty to reflect upon 


the occurrences of the evening: how ſin- | 
cCerely did he rejoice to think his father and 


mother 5 | 
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mother were thus happily reſtored to each 
other: Ermance next came acroſs him; 
with what pleaſure did he reflect upon all 


that had paſſed at Ypres ;——he could not 


doubt the ſincerity of Palmira's vocation, 
fince it had produced ſo agreeable and un- 


expected a change in his matrimonial proſ- 


pects; he ſhould be at liberty to ſpeak the 


language of his heart when he next addreſſed 


Ermance !—with what raptures did he anti- 


cipate their meeting their love was reci- 


procal, he was convinced. 


Theſe agreeable retroſpections kept him 
awake till the clock ſtruck two, when he 
tried to compoſe himſelf to fleep, but found 

it rather difficult till about three; he had 

nearly forgot himſelf, when ſomething came 


with great force againſt his chamber door; 
he liſtened for a moment, and heard ſome- 


hody in the paſſage; inſtantly jumped out 


of bed, as the firſt idea that ſtruck him was, 
that his mother was ill; but before he reached 
his door, which he had faſtened, he heard 


_ differ ent 
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different yoices in the gallery, therefore ſtop- 


ped to liſten ; and was almoſt inſtantly ſa- 
luted with another rat-tat ; without ſpeaking 
he opened the door with a very ſudden mo- 
tion, calling out What is the matter? 
when behold, to his no ſmall ſurpriſe, and 
real anger, who ſhould he diſcover by the 


light of the moon, but Bazile and his two 
companions, drunk, and laughing at the 


heroic feat they had done ; but the ſight of 
the Duke, and his voice, which, much as 
Bazile was intoxicated, he recollected, made 


him inſtantly attempt a retreat; when in 


trying to paſs his companions in the paſſage, 
he fell at his length, who left him to get up 
as he could, and made the beſt of their way 


down ſtairs. Adolphus called to them and 


proteſted if they did not immediately with- 


draw to their own room, they ſhould feel the 


weight of his power in the morning. During 
this time Bazile was trying to recover his 


feet, and had juſt ſucceeded, when Adolphus 
ſeized him by the collar, and dragged him 


into bis own room, ſaying, « I think I have 


the 
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the adyantage of knowing,you,, Sir; and as 
I preſume. you have ſomething of importance 


to ſay tome, ſince you thus choſe to diſturb 


my reſt, 1 deſire you would Wen to be 
explicit.” 1 Wer, 


* 


His greateſt enemies might have pitied 


the terrified, trembling Bazile at this unfor- 
tunate juncture; to be thus caught at ſuch 
an unſeaſonable hour, rioting and in liquor, 
and thus far on his road to Paris, by the man 
of all others he moſt dreaded, ſoon brought 
him to his recollection: what to ſay or do, 


he could not tell; what excuſe could he 


make for breaking his reſt? he only hoped 

it was not light enough for the Duke to be 
Certain as to his perſon, and wiſhed, if poſ- 
ſible, to make his retreat without ſpeaking ; "Pp 
he merely mumbled out ſome incoherent 
excuſes, and affected not to know who he | 


was addreſſing, 


a 15 Mr. Balle = Melac,. 15 am W you 
are troubled with a very mort memory,“ 
ſaid 
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ſald Adolphus, ſhutting his door, * and are 
not near ſo much intoxicated as you would 
make me believe; but do me the favour 
to take poſſeſſion of that bed,” pointing to 
another empty one in his room; *I don't 
mean to force you to ſet up all night. 


Bazile ſtared, ſtammered out I beg 
vour Grace ten thouſand pardous e 1 
3K known you ſlept in this room.” 


n « dare ſay,” ſaid Adolphus, inteenmting | 

1 him, you would have allowed me to reſt in 

on peace; but had you thought you could have 5 
ac done it with impunity, you would have dif- 
ed turbed the whole houſe for the ſake ofa frolic by 

2 « JJ/e could not ſleep, your Grace; the houſe 

of- 


is ſo full they made us treble beds in the room 
85 KU where we ſlept: and there being two nuns of 


ent our party, who ſlept in ſome adjoining apart- 
he | ment, it was propoſed by ſome of the com- 
pany to go and frighten them. ente 
i perſuade them againſt acting fo fooliſhly.” “. 9 
you That I don't doubt, Mr. Bazile, nayy % 1 


| a | can eaſily ſuppoſe you were Wachen to accom- 
al 
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pany them upon this glorious expedition; 


however, take poſſeſſion of the bed I have 
allotttd'y64i; as I don't mean to expiate upon 
the impropriety of your behaviour juſt now 
to the company I find you in, whoſe chief 
ſtudy, and greateſt amuſement is wanton 
miſchief, and what they term reputable 
folly ; but ſuch folly ſeldom eſcapes unpu- 
niſhed : and that you have undertaken this 


Journey with ſuch companions, and in ſuch 
a conveyance, for Lknow you alighted from 


the diligence unknown to your excellent 
father, I have not the ſlighteſt doubt; 


judge therefore how you muſt ſtand in my 


eſteem. A very fine excuſe truly, for a 


young man of your age to ſay you were 


drawn in to act abſurdly !—what benefit, in 


that caſe, pray, have you derived from the 
education you have received? your father's 
numerous virtues and exemplary conduct 


makes the ſlighteſt deviation in your duty 


towards ſuch a parent an abſolute crime : I 
have hardly common patience with you, 


When I reflect upon the anxious moments 


you have already, and continue to, occaſion 
that 


e N 2e 
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that beſt of men! However, Sir, if after what 
I have faid' you can reconcile yourſelf to the 
ſtep you have taken, purſue your journey, 
your preſent wild career, till dread of being 


diſhonoured by follies, which will ſoon dege- 
nerate into crimes, forces your amiable 
father, much againſt his will, to confine you 
for life in ſome of thoſe houſes ſet apart for 


the retreat of young men, who rebel, as you 
are at preſent doing, againſt parental autho- 
rity.— Don't fancy I ſhall | endeavour to 
widen the breach you are making with the 
man of all others 1 reſpect and revere: 4 
very ſhort time may perhaps convince you, 
Baile, my practice acccords with my pre- 


cepts; that you may, nay. I perceived were 


rather in liquor, I can allow, and muſt ſay 
J think it affords you a very ſatisfactory 
excuſe for diſturbing me by your clamour; 
but for fear any other company ſhould be 


equal ſufferers through your exceſſes, let me 


once more ſeriouſly adviſe you to go to bed; 
vou can ſee your way, and I will take care 
you fin be called in time to pate your 


„ Journey — 
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journey a ſew hours reſt may prevent your 
being a ſufſerer from the effects of your in- 
temperance. Surely if any man could ever 
ſee himſelf drunk, he would forſwear ſo low 
* e a Ty: e Bf 
1 dias iitiined: i into ved e en 
after he had ſhut his door, though he had 
placed Bazile in the moſt advantageous ſitua- 
tion to obſerve his looks during this harangue: 
he now no longer expected to prevent him 
from purſuing his journey — certain no argu- 
ments he ſhould chuſe to make uſe of, would 
induce the weak youth, willingly, tozelinquiſh 
the pleaſures he hoped to enjoy at Paris. Adol- 
phus had given orders to be called before the 
diligence went off, wiſhing to ſee the ſurgeon; 
therefore knew he ſhould keep his word 
with Bazile ; who, as ſoon as the Duke 
ceaſed ſpeaking, again made an attempt to 
excuſe Rune. 
. Same him by . ſaying. 
— A few. hours repoſe will. clear your 
intellects, Mr. Bazile, and enable you to 
enter 
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enter upon your defence with rather more 
perſpieuity than you are favoured with at 
preſent: reflect on what 1 have ſaid, and 


remember it is in your power to convince me 


you have been imprudently drawn in to un- 
dertake an enterprize unknown to your 


father, who, I know, ſent you upon a viſit 
to ſome relations at Havre: you may ſtill 


re-trace. your ſteps, and proceed thither ; I 


will undertake to procure you a carriage for 

your journey, and, to make your excuſes to 
your preſent companions; one of my fervants 
| ſhall accompany you: I give you my word 
of honour your father ſhall never have room 

to ſuppoſe you were remindful of your duty; 
if you are inclined to follow my advice, 


write to the Receiver- General, as ſoon as you 
reach the place of your deſtination, and ho- 
neſtly confeſs your intention of going to 


Paris; don't mention me; let him ſuppoſe 
you reflected upon the natural uneaſineſs 
your wild conduct muſt give him, and that 
reflections induced you to return to Havre: 
thus wil you raile yourſelf in his and my 


eſteem 
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eſteem ; for you need not doubt his forgive- 
neſs. I have ſaid a great deal more than I 
at firſt intended—poſſibly to very little pur- 
pole: It grows late; therefore, with your 
leave, Iwill once more endeavour to take a 
| little n 2 
Would to heaven I had never 0 
you !—ſuch an eter nal moralizer | thought 


Bazile, without daring to utter his c 


5 He was 755 ſome imo undecided whether to 


lie down, or endeavour to make his eſcape; 


for he was more eager than ever to rejoin his 
companions; but the Duke, he obſerved, 


had bolted the door, and occupied the bed 


neareſt it; not knowing what might be the 
conſequence of making the attempt, he 


crawled towards the other bed, and flung 


nen pon it without Eng.” 


| Adolphus 1055 no notice of this, but once 
more tried to forget himſelf, and ſoon ſuc- 
ceeded; while Bazile lay toſſing and turn- 


ing till day-light, revolving different plans 
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to male his! eſcape from this his greateſt 
enemy, (for in that light he now looked upon 


the Duke), whoſe remonſtrances were all loſt 
upon him; at laſt he heard Adolphus was 


in a very. profound ſleep; he was therefore 


tempted to ſeize the favourable opportunity. 


Ibe Duke had given him to underſtand, he 


did not mean to widen the breach his frolic, 
if diſcovered, might occaſion between him 
and his father; beſides, his Grace was going 


to Paris, therefore might not ſee the Re- 
ceiver- General again till the enſuing ſummer; 
there was no chance of their correſponding ; 
and the Regiment de .Civrac might be re- 
moved to ſome other garriſon town before 


the Duke joined it again. In ſhort, Bazile 


found fo many good reaſons for following the 


bent of his own inclinations, he ſtepped : 


| ſoftly from the bed, took his ſhoes in his 
hand, and crept towards the door, which he 
unbolted and opened ſo gently as not to 


wake Adolphus ; and at the worſt he could 
ſay he was afraid the diligence might ſet off 


without him; as he had determined to ſtick 


123 3 to 
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to the tale he had told * anval, hn 5 "WAS 
going to Paris upon private buſineſs for his 
Kcher—for what other excuſe could he make 
for not acc ing the Duke s conſiderate 
offers? he felt his heart much lighter when 
he had cloſed the door after him, and put 
on his ſhoes; anxious to find his 8 
he hurried down ſtairs. | 


| EET END OF THE SECOND VOLUME. 
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